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Vindication of the Aurron of 8 
Kali. to the Hebrews. 


: AH E: credit of the author of 
cull epiftle to the H. ebrews, 
pon whoſe. authority ty my 
argument "chiefly depends, being 
attacked in a late. * Difertation, 1 
find myſelf intereſted i in his defence. 
The oa is briefly. thus. He having 
— Aral as giving, 2 


9 
| # 95 the h ory o Ah,. This Preface was 
written in anſwer, and ſhewn to Mr. Chubb, _ 
months before his death. | 
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to Melchiſedec, Heb. vii. 2, 4. 7s 


charged, by the Diſſertator, with con- 
tradifting the Jewiſh hiftory or pen- 
zateuch. To fix which charge upon 
him, tis alledged, „That that hi- 
« ſtory does not yield a proper 
« ground for ſuch opinion to be 
built upon, vis. That Abraham 
« gave tithes to Melchi/edec, but the 
« contrary ; '* which he ſays plainly 
appears by attending to what he calls 
« the natural thread of the ſtory. 
For when the hiſtorian had ob- 
« ſerved that M. elchiſedec brought 

« forth bread and wine, and alſo 
<« that he was the (or a) prieſt of the 
ce g high God, he added, and he 
« (viz. Melcbiſedes) bleſſed bing (viz. 
« Abraham) and ſaid, Bleſſed be 
« Abraham of the moſt high' God, 

«© 5offefſor of heaven and earth: and 
ce hee be the moſt high God which 


cc hath delivered thine enemies into thy 


Here we ſee that the Divo 


6 « perſon, or the perſon ſpeaking, 


cc Was 


a 
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« was Melchiſedec; and the paſſive 
e perſon, or the perſon ſpoken to 
cc and of, was Abrabam; the hiſto- 
6 rian goes on without the leaſt Hint 
<« or intimatiom of a change of perſons, 
« and obſerves, that 46 the active 
40 perſon, or the perſon ſpeaking, 
<« viz. Melchiſedec, gave him, the 
< paſſive perſon, or the perſon ſpoken 
to and of, vis. Abraham, "tithes 
«of all. Thus we ſee, that the 


« hiſtorian is very particular and 


« expreſs that it was Melchiſedec 
« which gave tithes to Abrabam, and 
not Arubam to Melchifedec ! 

In anſwer to which; I will bring 
a wipaigy _ che ſame hiſtorian, 
Gen. xviii. 7, 8, 9. And Abraham 


ran unto the hind; an fetchr, a calf 


tender and goad, a gave it unto a 
young man; Can he\hafted to dreſs it. 
And he ol butter; un milk; and 
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the calf which he bad ee. and ifs 
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it before them ; and he flood by them 
under the tree, and they did eat. 
And they ſaid unto him, where is 
Sarah thy wife ® And he ſaid, Be- 
hold in & tent. Here, by the help 
of the Diſſertator's criticiſm it will, 
ſay I, with equal juſtice, plainly ap- 
pear, that Sarah was the wife of the 
young man who dreſſed the calf, and 
not the wife of Abraham. For 
when the - hiſtorian had obſerved” 
that Abraham ran unto the berd, and 
fetched a calf tender and good, ant 
gave it unto a young man, he added, 
and he (viz. the young man) 20 feld 
20 . The hiſtorian goes on 
« without the leaſt hint or intimation 
. f 4 change of perſons, and ob- 
<« ſerves, | that he (the young man 
tool butter, and mill, and the cal 
which he had dreſſed, and ſet it before 
them; and he (the young man) — 
by them under the tree, hy they did 

eat. And they ſaid unto him (the 
young man) Where is Sarah thy 
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wife ? And be ſaid, Behold in the 
tent, © Thus we ſee the hiſtorian is 
very particular and expreſs that 
Sarah was the wife of the young man 
who dreſſed the calf, and. not hay: 
wife of Abraham. ers} 26 

Now whether this is not as . 
a ground for ſuch an opinion to be 
built upon \ (vis. that Sarah was the 
wife of the young mam uibo dreſſed the 
calf, and not the wife of Abraham ;) 
as that upon which Mr. C-— has 
built this opinion, vid. That Mel- 
chifedec gave tithes to Alen and 
not Abraham to Melobiſeadec, is ſub- 
mitted to the reader's judgment. 
Again; I obſerve from his hie 
rian, that the relative term he, does 
not always refer to the ave perſon, 
— gh the. 8 antecedent; and 

a change na is oſt tx be 

underſtood — by the con- 
text, without any other hin or inti- 
mation of ſuch 1 Thus in 
* 10. of the ane chapter, tis 
added, 
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added, And he ſaid (he, who? Not 
the active perſon antecedent, who 
ſaid Sarah his wife was in the tent; 
but a change of perſons is to be un- 
derſtood; another h being evidently 
introduced as ſpeaking to the former: 
And he ſaid) I will certainly return unto 
thee according to the time of life; and 
lo, Sarah thy wife ſhall have a ſon. 
So. again, Chap. iv. 9, 10. And the 
Lord ſaid unto Cain, Where'is Abel 
thy brother ? And he ſaid, I know 
not: Am I -my brother's heeper '? 
Here, though ah Lord be the active 
perſon, or the perſon ſpeaking g,- yet 
by he is intended Cain, the paſſeve 
perſon, or perſon ſpoken to. Again, 


when it follows, And he ſaid, What 


haſt thou done ꝙ the voice bf thy b. 
ther's blood crieth unto me- from the 
ground. Though Cain was the active 
pan or perſon ſpeaking juſt before, 

t by He here is underſtood the 
Land. the paſſe perſon, or perſon 
before © to. I might-give other 
| - inſtances 
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inſtances from the ſame hiſtorian, but 
theſe are ſufficient to ſhew the Diſ- 
ſertator's critici/n is falſe, and incon- 
clufrve to his purpoſe. / | 

The Diſſertator in ſupport of his 
charge next proceeds to take notice, 
« That the circumſtances which at- 
c tended the caſe do not admit it to be 
„ otherwiſe. For, firſt, Melchiſe- 
« dec had done — to or for 
« Abraham which called for ſuch a 
« grateful return; whereas, Abra- 
« ham: had laid Melchiſedec and all 
the people in that neighbourhood 
under an ob/igation of gratitude to 
him, in that he had vid the coun- 
try of their great oppreſſor. Here 
I obferve, the Diſſertator's account of 
the hiſtory is as falſe as his criticiſin. 
The circumſtances which attended the 
caſe do admit the fact to be quite other 
-4wi/e than he has repreſented it. For, 
It plainly appears that Melchiſe- 
dec was a neutral prince in the quar- 
rel and war of the kings; and con- 


a ſequently, 


jr rere W 
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thus pillag d of his wealth and forc'd 
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ſequently, Abraham in engaging in 
it; and beating Chedorlaomer and his 
confederates, did nothing to, or for 
Melchiſedec, which called for ſuch a 

orateful return from him. Melcbiſe- 
* might have enjoyed the benefit 
of his neutrality and pacific diſpoſi- 
tion, which de ſoever had the bet- 
ter. Whereas, on the other hand, 
Abraham was nearly concerned in the 
late progreſs of theſe princes arms. 


They had plundered Sodom and t00k 


Lot, Abraham's nephew, and all 


his goods, and carried him away cap- 
tive, Gen. xiv. ver. 11, 12. That 


his deceaſed brother's ſon whom he had 


brought up with him from Haran, 


from his native country, from his kin- 
dred and from his father's houſe, and 
who for many years had ſojourned 


with him, till lately obliged to ſepa- 


rate for mutual convenience and ac- 
commodation, (Chap. xii. 1, 4. Xii. 


I, 5, 6.) that he, I fay, ſhould be 


into 
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into favery, was an affecting conſi- 
deration to Abraham. He was great- 
ly intereſted in this event. His ne- 
phew's welfare was next his own, he 
being neareſt of kin to him; Abra- 
ham having no ſeed of — own. at 
that time. This induced him to 

engage in the war. V ben Abraham 
heard that Lot, the dear remains of 
his brother, was talen captive, he 
armed bis trained ſervants. This 
was the rue motive to his taking his 
confederates, Aner, Eſchol, and 
Mamre; and making himſelf the 
principal in the prrſuit of the vic- 
tors, ver. 13, 14. But Malelaſedec 
who was neter, ben ſuch: 
intereſt nor concern in the affair; and 
therefore ſtiles Chedorlaomer and the 
kings that were with him, Abrubam 's 
enemies, not his own, ver. 20. Again, 

After the battle Melchgſedec 
treated Abraham and the peo- 
ple that were with him, as they 


—_ through his territory, in a 


a 2 beſptable 
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hoſpitable manner, ' who tis granted, 
muſt have: been .greatly fatigued by 
their purſuing after, and fighting 
with Chedorlaomer and his company: 
and in this point of view, was not 
Abraham greatly obliged to Melchiſe- 
dec, rather than M. elchiſedec under 
an obligation of — to Abra- 
ham 2—Apain, 11 
Meichiſedec was the def th 

public head and officer in the wor- 
ſhip of the true God in that 


country, where Abraham” was a 


ſtranger: and therefore, ſuppoſe 


Abraham was himſelf a prieſt at 

home i in his own houſe and family; 
it 1s: very improbable Melchifedec, a 
whoſe. province he ay; e give 
tithes to him. | 
-Laftly, It appears. that: Melchiſe- 
FR bleſſed Abraham in a ſolemn 
religious way and manner, and aſſiſt- 
ed or joined with him in 4efſing his 
God for the victory. For the 8 
+ Page 8. n, 
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rian tells us He {Melchiſedec) was 
THE PRIEST of the moſt high God : 
intimating that in this character he 
performed this ſervice: and he bleſſed 
him and ſaid, Bleſſed be Abram of 
the moſt high God, poſſeſſar of heaven 
and earth: and bleſſed be the moſt 
high God which hath delivered Twine 
enemies into thy hand, ver. 18, 19, 
20. If his bleſſing implied no more 
than intereſting his good wiſhes with 
God for Abraham's proſperity; this 
in a king, and in one of his charac- 
ter, and on ſuch an occaſion, - was 4 
favour Abraham could not well be 
inſenſible of. Theſe are circumfances 
which artended the caſe, and duly 
weighed, diſcover our critick's rafþ- 
— who ſaitht, © there was not the 
e ſhadow of a reaſon for Abraham to 
have given tithes to Melchiſedec; 
ec whereas there was the - fronge/f 


6c "_— for Melchiſedec thus toſhew his 
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in their camp, or upon them, would 
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** gratitude to Ahrabam. But, he 
proceeds, 

+ Nor, Jatendl had he { Abra- 
« bam) any thing in the valley of 
« Shaveh of his own, to make a pre- 
« ſent with, or to give tithes of.” 
Well, ſuppoſing, but not granting, 
that --braham and his ſervants when 
they ſet out on this expedition took 


nothing with them but their wea- 


pons of war, and what was nece 

to annoy the enemy : Had Chedor- 
laomer king of Elam, Tidal king of 
nations, Amraphel king of Shinar, 
and Arioch king of Ellaſar, who 
formed a powerful league and held 
the balance for twelve years ſucceſ- 
lively, no valuable effects in their 
train? no peculiar badges or orna+ 


ments of diſtinctiom ſuited to their cha- 


racers and the age in which they 
lived? Nowy ſuch things, if found 


+ Page 14. 
be 
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be adjudged y civilians to Abraham, 
as his legal prize and property. The 
Diſſertator therefore being aware that 
a queſtion of this nature would ariſe 
in the mind of his reader, has thrown 
this note in his margin, © it is not 
« to be ſuppoſed that they needleſſſy 
<«< incumber'd themſelves with goods 
« and 7iches, thereby to lay a foun- 
« dation of ſpoil for their enemies; 

<« nor does the hiſtory give any coun- 
e zenance to ſuch a ſuppoſition. But 
what a /buffle is this | what has © need- 


leſſly incumber'd,” to do in the caſe? 
and (thereby to lay a foundation of ſpoil = 


for their enemies gn — Tis well known 
the Eaſtern nations were wont in 

licy, ſince, if not in thoſe early 
times, to carry their beſt effects with 
them to battle. And if theſe princes 
had any effects with them at all (tho 
their — and weapons of war, 


might ALoNE make a valuable booty ) 
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the hiſtory will countenance, this, that 
Abraham made himſelf after of 
their camp as well as ſlaugbter d the 
kings; for he divided himſelf againff 
wr he he and his ſervants by night, 
and ſimote them and purſued them um- 
Zo Hobah, ver. 15. But truth is 
ſhaded by an artful arrangement of 
words, whilſt what is to the point is 
evaded. The Diſſertator being con- 
ſcious that to admit. the ſuppoſition 
that theſe princes had with or upon 
them ſomething. of this quality-'or 
kind (no matter in what it conſiſted) 
| would be to furniſh Abraham with 
$3 materials whereof to make a preſent 
of the tithe to Melchiſedec, as congue- 
4 rors uſually did to the gods and to 
| their frieuds; and fo to contradict 
if this aſſertion of his, „that Abraham 
« had nothing in the valley of Shaveh, 
of his own, to make a preſent with, 
« or to give tithes of: he, I fay, 
; ar! full ly provides againſt i it, and goes 
A To * as the author of 


* — — 7 
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ce the e cpille to the Hebrews does, 
« that "Abraham gave to McI:hiſedec 
« a zenth part of the goods or ſpoil 
that h ad | been retaken from Che- 
60 —— this fuppoſition appears 
e tobe altogether groundleſs.“ But, 
Lask, js not this a groundlefs calum- 
ny ? Where does the author to the 
Hebrews ſuppoſe any! fuch thing? Does 
he any where bint or intimate that 
per accepted of, and appropri- 
ated the leaſt part of the ws reta- 
ken from Cledirtamer, was, an- 
tecedent to the war, the property of 
Bera and the vanquiſhed people, to 
Himſelf, or to any ſuch uſe? As he 
hag not hint or inſinuate any fuch 

his faying 44a gave a 
tenth part of all the en 70 Melehi- 
feder Fo word % ew g evidently 
the hiftorian's,] will e 
candqur to ju ge that the author to 
455 H. 2brews could not poſſibly mean 

re by the tenths of all, the 
ru himſelf did: which .  probd- 
9 bly, 


wil R EFT 4 K. 
bly, was only the tenths of His ene- 
 mies effects, which Abraham ſeized 
upon as his prey and ſpoil; and not 
of their effects (viz. Bera's and his 
people's) which he generouſly refuſed 
to take from a thread even to a ſboe- 
latchet. 

Thus you have the ſubſtance of 
what the Diſſertator adyances to con- 
vict the author of the epiftle to the He- 
brews of ERROR. If it amounts to no 
more than repreſentation and abuſe, 
(and ſuch I think it apparently ic) the 
credit and authority of the aforeſaid 
author will be duly regarded. 

I obſerve upon the whole,---The 
author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews 

has given no new opinions touching 
this piece of hiſtory ; but argues with 

the Jews upon their own received 
principles. They always underſtood 
the act to be as he conſiders it. And 
here I ask, Can it be fairly thought 
that they, for whoſe immediate uſe 
the Pentateuch was written, who 
8 | wanted 
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wanted for no reſpe& for their great 
anceſtor, nor ſkill nor vanity to place 
him in the moſt advantageous light; 
I fay, can it be fairly thought that 
they from this hiſtory would believe 
that Abraham payed tithes to Melchi- 
ſedec, if the contrary was therein (as 
this Diſſertator pretends) C very par- 
ticular and expreſs ? But Aſ 
ſuming prieſts are not the only men 
who deal in craft, and bend the 
ſcriptures deceit fully: The moral phi- 
hſopbers of the age, or rather they 
who would paſs for ſuch, are ace 
diſpoſed to do the like. Happy 
would it be if they employed their 
faculties in removing the rubbiſb the 
former have caſt on revelation, in- 
ſtead of adding more and labouring 
in vain to under mine revelation it- 
ſelf! 

As to the enſuing Diſcourſe, it was 
occaſioned by a ſurvey of the grand 
ſcheme of the goſpel, and is pub- 
libed ſolely with a view to obviate 
b 2 thoſe 


FB 5 
2 : 


7 wa in, or ſuppoſed by, the Juno 


thoſe difficulties which have. been 
made to attend one part of that 
ſcheme, vis. The death of Chriſt: 
His death, indeed, is not here eon- 
ſidered in all its great and important 
ent, for reaſons that will appear itt 
the ſequel, Whether I have fairly 
proved every principle I hive ad- 
vanced therein or not 11 preſume | 11 
will be granted in favour of the ne- 
hd L have purſued, That he rrive 
frngle notion of. Cbriſts priefiboed 
ought firſt to be fated and explain e, 
before any account be given af what 
is or 1s not his ſacrifice. the „ab. 
ject be not handled in ſo clear and 
conciſe a manner as might be wiſfied; 


it muſt be remembered that Many! 


THINGS and HARD TO BE UTTERBD: 
appertain thereto. F OT that. thefe 


belong to Jeſus Chriſt, and not to 


Metchiſedec, is plain . hence 
That our writer 2 the Hebrews lays, 
nothing of the lauter but what was 


Is ſcriptures, 
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u long before: Whereas, of 
be. en many things are faid; 


ompniggh his prieſthood, and thoſe 


in ſuch a manner Ito wit, - by zhe 
ani prieſts fulling ſhort of per- 
feftion in their |, perſons | and nobleft 
fervice], that was. not, ealy. for Jews, 
with their childiſh prejudices, to com- 
prehend. And in truth, the doctrines 
of the laft and moſt finiſhed revela- 
tion of che mind and. will of God to 


3 ſhall judge pwn; by wrong 
principles... $421 28. + 
Tis juſtice to kw 


obll th. to the late learned Dofor 


Whitby, note on Heb. v. 5. whence 
I had the fr /# hint touching. the date 
of Chriſt's prieſthood. I am like- 
wiſe greatly obliged to ſome reverend 


and learned friends, (who did me the 


honour to peruſe theſe papers) for 


ſeveral ſentiments, as well as correct 


neſs 


. 


re 

neſs of expreſſion. If there are points 
in which I differ from them, and 
from truth itſelf, as, poſſibly, there 
are; I can tay, (in the words of 
Mr. Niete, of whom I have taken 
fome thoughts) © I do it not wilfully, 
« and deſire to be thankful that 1 
« have ſuch an high-prieſt as will 
ce hear with the ignorant, and thoſe 
« who are out of the way.” * 
The reader will do well to peruſe 
che epiſtle to the H ebrews, eſpecially 
the places referred to in this Diſcourſe, 

before he pronounce ſentence. The 
only favour I ask, is, that T may be 
accounted one ＋ that number who. 
love the Lord 7 Yor 42 in INCOR- 


RUPTION, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


\HE prieftbood of TFeſus Cbriſt, 
which is generally thought to be 
a ſubject of great importance, as 

| well as of a difficult and obſcure 
nature, has not had the advantage of being 
treated of by many of the inſpired writers 
of the new teſtament. For, beſifies that all 
the evangeliſts paſs it over in filence, or at 
leaſt do not mention it in any direct poſitive 
way and manner; St. Paul (who is the 
largeſt writer of any in the epiſtolary way) 
is obſerved to do the like by it in his ſe- 
veral eprfiles to the gentile churches. Tho 
the goſpel- ſcheme was now perfected, and 
this Apoſtle, in particular, had a full and 
comprehenſive view of it, yet he is not 
found throughout theſe epiſtles once to Ce- 
lebrate Chrif directly as @ prieſt, or to ſpeak 
of 'his -having or executing any ſuch office. 

As ſaint Paul kept back nothing that was 
profitable unto them, nor ſhunned to declare 
the whole counſel of God; and - paſſed over 


Acts xx. 20, 27. 
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in ſilence to them the prieſthood of his Lord 
and maſler, it ſeems to follow as a juſt and 
natural inference, that, whatever this digni- 
ty was, it was not neceſſary for the gentile 
chriſtians to know and acknowledge TFeſus 
Chriſt directiy therein, They were not ig- 
norant of prieſts in general : the ſuperſtition 
and idolatry in which they formerly lived 
was conducted by men in this character. 
Had St. Paul told them, Jeſus Chriſt was a 
great high prieſt, they would have under- 
ſtood the terms, but probably not to any 
advantage to his maſter and his cauſe. The 
truth is, the prieſthood and miniſtry of 
theſe men was too mean and abſurd to re 
preſent Chriſt by. , | 
Not that thoſe chriſtians were, therefore, 
defective in neceſſary knowledge: no; they 
knew and ſubmitted to Chrijt in an higher 
dignity, of which his prieſthood was but 
a part, 472. as Lord and head over all things 
to the church. This is a character uniform, 
fixed and eſſential to Fe/us our ſaviour, 
and in which his high prieſt is included, 
For it not only contains the falutary work, 
influence and authority of that office, but 
exalts him far above all principality, and 
power, and might, and dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, 
but alſo in that which is to come. So that, 


b Eph. i. 21, 22. 


In 


INTRODUCTION. 3 
in the reſpect they paid to Chriſt in this 
grand character, the gentile chriſtians took 
in whatever related to, or concerned them 
to know of, his prieſthood. 

When the apoſtles ſirſt preached *© Chriſt 
to the jeus, little or no notice was taken 
of this prieſthood of his, altho' they quoted 
the only prophecy in which it was fore- 
told. The temple was then ſtanding, 
and an order of prieſthood in being, who 
offered gifts according to the law. It does 
not appear that the prieſthood of Chriſt 
was the ſybje& of any diſcourſe to them, 
till the epiſtle to the hebrews was penn'd. 
This is ſuppoſed to have been about five, 
or at moſt eight years before the deſtruc- 
tion of Feruſalem; when the total fub- 
verſion of their church and ftate put a 
period to the aaronical miniſtry. As the 

jews had been accuſtomed to worſhip 
God in a pompous, ceremonious way, and 
retained a fondneſs for the ſame, it was 
no eaſy taſk to reconcile them to the 
ſimplicity of the goſpel; and very diffi- 
cult about this time, to preſerve thoſe 
of them ſteady who had embraced it, be- 
cauſe, not only of the perſecution to which 
they were expoſed, but of the evil in- 
fluence and example of ſome among them, 


who had forſaken the chriſtian aſſemblies, 


Acts ii. 34. 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 
and relapſed to their old ritual religion. 
Wherefore, to ſecure the preſent, and gain 
future converts, from among them, to 
the chriſtian diſpenſation, (which bad the 
advantage in every reſpect of the legal) 
ſeems to be the manifeſt deſign of that 
Writer. In order to which he confiders 
Jeſus of a better capacity, of a higher rank 
and dignity than Aaron, even veſted 
with a royal, ſacerdotal character, accord- 
ing to an ancient prediction of the Maſiab; 
and in thoſe familiar, bold, and ſtriking 
images, which the tabernacle and temple 
worſhip afforded, he draws the ſupe- 
rior glory, excellence and 3 of his 
miniſtry. 

From hence it ſeems plain that the 
concern we chriſtians have with Jeſus 
Chriſt in, and under, the name and no- 
tion of a prieſt, is of a ſecondary nature ; and 
chiefly ariſeth from our acquaintance with 
the Jewiſh ſcriptures. We are now in 
poſſeſſion of thoſe ſacred records; and 
whilit we attend to the (peculiar inſtitu- 
tions of that church, and the ſeveral 
promiſes, from time to time given, of 4 
better diſpenſation to come, we are not 
only furniſhed with a good argument for 
the truth of the Goſpel, but are ena- 


| bled to run a compariſon to evince its 


excellence, Whatever advantage the prieſt- 
hood was of to the jereifh church, that 
| (and 
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(and much more) is Chriſt to chriftians. 


Therefore the. terms prieft, ſacrifice, 4. 


tonement, &c. are adopted into the wri- 


tings of the new teſtament, which tho' 
figurative and metaphorical (as are all the 


terms, by which we expreſs our ideas of 
ſpiritual things) do denote ſomething real 
and proper, and well ſuit the ſubject of 
our ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, as that con- 
tains remiſſion of ſins and reconciliation ro 


Gd; for ſo far was the prieſthood con- 
cerned. We muſt however obſerve, that, 
in the writings of the naw 7eſtament, 
where the facrificial language occurs, the 
prieſthood of Chriſt is not always intended, 
or even hinted at. The gentiles as well 


as jews, had been accuſtomed to ſacriſi- 
cal rites, but had not equal reaſon to be 


alike attached to the office and dignity 
of prieſts, The former, on their conver- 
ſion, could receive many truths relating 


to their duty and happineſs, in words and 


phraſes borrowed from pagan luſtrations; 
without having Chriſt, at the ſame time, 


drawn to them in the particular character 


of a pontiſex maximus. But then the prieft- 


Hood of Chriſt, its direct, ſingle notion, is 


made the ſubject of diſcourſe to none but 
believing jews. For this reaſon we are 
limited and confined almoſt intirely to the 
authority of the writer of the epiſtle to the 
bebrews, in what we have to offer on this 


head ; 
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6 INTRODUCTION. 


head ; whom we will therefore diſtinguiſh 
by the title of our author ; and, in the beſt 
manner we can, endeavour to enter into his 
ſpirit and ſenſe, 

We will deliver the principal matter in 
ſeveral proprfitions, By theſe, if true, we 
ſhall be affiſted to form a juſt conception 
of the prieſthood of Chriſt, and may obtain 
the knowledge of ſundry particulars, as its 
date, and fingular order; time, place, and man- 
ner of his performing the functions thereof. 


PR O- 


(7) 


PROPOSITION L 
Jeſus Chriſt is a Prieſt. 


Y the term Prieſt given ta Cbriſt, 
here and throughout the whole of 
this diſcourſe, we mean, not a preſby- 
ter, elder, or venerable perſon, as it is uſed 
to denote among proteſtants ; but a $ACR1- 


B 


FICER, or one who is properly qualified to 


offer, in a public capacity, for others, a 
preſent, or gift, to God. A preſent, or gift 
by him offered, we call a ſacriſice, offering, 

lation: which laſt mentioned terms we 
conſider as ſynonymous, 255 

That, in this ſtrict and proper ſenſe of 
the word, Jeſus Chriſt is @ prigſt, or, is one 
who is qualified to offer up a facrifice in a 
publick capacity, may be proved by the 
authority and tenor of the epiſtle to the 
hebrews; from whence we need only ſe- 
let at preſent theſe few plain paſſages. 
Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the 
heavenly calling, confider the apoſtle and hbigh- 
prieft of qur profeſſion, Cri Teſus*, For 


Chap. iii. 1. 
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every high prieſt, taken from among men, ais 
ordained for men, to offer gifts and jacrifices® : 
wherefore it is of neceſſity that this man heve 
Somewhat alſo to offer ©. 

There are fwo celebrated orders of priefibood 
recorded in ſcripture, to wit, the order of 
Melchiſedec, and the order of Aaron.” Now, 
as both theſe bear ſome kind of reſpect to 
the prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt, it will be 
natural to enquire ;—1s Feſus a prieſt of et- 
ther of theſe orders ? or, is his prieftboad 
like to either of theſe? or, was he a prieſt -of 
both theſe orders, as ſome learned men * 
conjectured? 

Buy way of anſwer to theſe queries, 1 
ſhall content myſelf at preſent with obſerv- 
ing, — That, as the ſervice belonging to the 

Jeuiſb tabernacle and temple was the por. 
tion of the tribe of Levi, and the prieſthood 
was by law reſtrained to Aaron's family, it 


Was not poſſible that Jeſus, who, it is evi- 


dent, ſprang out of Judab, ſhould be a 
prieſt of the order of Aaron. — Again: As 
Moſes,” by whom the law was given, pate 
nothing of the tribe of Judab, concerning 
pri eſiboad', there was no proper legal autho- 
rity, by which Jeſus could be a prieſt after, 


or like unto, the order of Aaron. All Auel, 


even the Levites themſelves, were deemed 


b Chap. v. 1. < Chap. vii. 3. Dr. — 
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ftrangers to this office, and could not per- 
* the functions thereof, without a mani- 
felt violation of the law. Jeſus, who Was 
made under the law, was ſubject to it. His 


ateſt enemies, whe carefully watched all 
is wards and actions, that they might have 
whereof to accuſe him, never had it to lay 
to his charge, that he {ct up for, or affected 
to be, big pri or any prieſt at all. 

II it be ſaid, that Jeſus. wks ſuſtain and 
execute this office according to the order of 
Agron, by virtue of bis prophetich miſſion, a8 
Samuel, David, * and others have done: 1 
anſwer; whatever was the caſe in thoſe 
inſtances, if Jeſus had been eligible to, and 
had miniftred in, this office, it would, 
without all doubt, have appeared in the 
biftory of his hfe, recorded by- the four 
evangelifs. But in them we don't read of 
his laying clau to any prerogatiye, or per- 
forming any function peculiar to prieſthood; 
no, nor of his giving ſo much gy a hint to 
his diſciples and followers, that. he Was 8 


. prieſt. This aftords ſtrong tnf vor 


dence tor the following truth, way; Fry 
during the life of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. on 


earth, it was 10 part of his charafer or 


profeſſion to be a prieft. 
if this be granted only with regard to 


Aaron's order; and it be ſaid, that the 


Numb. xvi. 40 8 1 Sam. vii. 9. 2 Sam, vi. 13» 
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10 A Diſcourſe concerning 

Fewiſh records contain a prophecy, in which 
prieſthood is expreſsly aſſigned to the Meſſiah, 
and that therefore it muſt belong to Jeſus, 
if he were that perſon : Ianfwer; It is true, 
there is ſuch a prophecy ; but not belonging 
to Chriſt in thoſe circumſtances that attended 
him when he was upon earth. It was not 
applicable to him at that time, for it was 
not true of him. The prophecy ſpeaks of a 
prieſt that ſhould be, or live for ever, after 
the order of | Melchiſedec*, Whereas Jeſus, 
when he ſuffered upon the croſs, be cried 
with à loud voice, and gave up the ghoſt". 
He conld not be a prieſt for ever, who 
thus was removed by death. And as, dur- 
ing the time we are ſpeaking of, Jeſus made 
no claim-to this dignity himſelf, - neither 
does it appear that any of his diſciples did 
aſcribe it to him. They ſpeak of him as 
a teacher ſent of God, the fon of God, and 
the king of Iſrael, without diſcovering any no- 
tion they had of his being then a prieſt. 
Yea, the negative is afferted by our author 
to the Hebrews, in ſo many expreſs words: 
For, if he were on earth, he ſhould not he a 
prieſt ®. | ans 


8 pl. cx. 4 i Mark xv, 37. e Heb. viii. 4. ko 


PRopo- 
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ProeosITION II. 


Tbe time deben Jeſus was called. to and in- 
veſted with, the order of 1 1085 
at his reſurrection from the dead. 


| Ccording to "the jewiſb due & r re- 
A ligion, the prieſthood was an honour 
no man could tate unto him, until that be wn, 
called of God, as was Aaron't; and was duly 
| _— and "conſecrated thereto. For, as 
e high prieſt 'was to be ordained for men, 
Þ officiate in things pertaining to God; it 
became him (God), well ſuited his perfec- 
tions, and was his proper work and prero- 
gative, for whom all things, and by whom all 
things of this nature are ordered and diſpoſed, 
to make bim perfect, to appoint, and finally 
and compleatly qualify him, who ſhould be 
the captain , their Jakvation. No, as the 
deſign and end of the prieſt hood in queſtion, 
was more elevated and noble than that of 
any other order; hetter calculated for the 
intereſt of mankind; and more worthy of 
_ God, whoſe off. pring men are, viz. fo bring 
| —_ ons untoghry : And, as theſe were in 
a great —— loſt to themſelves, ſunk and 
: diſgrac'd by fſeſn and blood, and the evils 
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incident thereto ; it beboved him who was to 
carry the plan into execution, ix all things to 
be made 2 unto his bretbren; "that he might 
be a merciful and faithful bigb prieſt in things 
pertaining. to God, to make reconcihation, for 
the fins of the people. Agreeable to theſe 
principles, and in purſuance thereof, Jeſus 
was made perfect, fitted and conſecrated 
through. ſufferings. The days of his fleſh 
afforded him an exerciſe and trial of his obe- 
dience to the divine will; and at the fame 


time that it proved and made his fidelity ap- 


im. for ſo important a truſt, it brought 
him intimately acquainted with all the nfir- 


mities and temptations of bis brethren: (ſin 


only excepted); ſo that he could ſympathize 
with them both in their life and in their 
death. And being thus capable of truly re- 
preſenting them, and bearing their intereſts 
in his own perſon, into another world, or 
of becoming the author of eternal ſalvation to 


.@ll them that obey him, he was called of God 


an high prieſt". So that Jeſus did not thrift 
himſelf into this office, or arrogate to him- 
felf the honour of being an high prieſt, but 
he was called thereto; duly inaugurated and 
inſtalled therein. This was at his reſurret- 


tion from the dead. Chrift glorified nos him- 


ſelf to be made an bigb p#ieft ; but be that 


 faid unto him, ' Thou art my ſon, to day have I 


= Heb. 1i, 14 1% * V. 9, 10. 


begotten 


the F'rieftbood of Jeſus Chriſt. 13 
begotten thee *;\ That this paſſape relates to 
the reſurrection of Chriſt, is evident from 
B8t.:Pard's fermon to the Jews at Anriocb in 
'Pifedia, in which he tells ther, that the 


' promiſe; which: 10as made unto the fathers, 


Gad bath | fulfilled "unto us their children, tn 
- that be bath raiſed up Feſus again; as it ts 
alſo written in the ſecond Pſalm, Thou art 
my ſon, this day have I begorten thes . The 
words, rhis day bave I begotten thee, being 
interpreted of, and reſtrained to the ur- 
rection of Chriſt; by ſo good an authority, 
our author's uſe of them, in His ft 
with the Hebrews, is evidently this, to let 


them know; that God himſelf inveſted Je- 


ſus with this order, when he raiſed him up 
from the dead. brit gloria not himfelf 


10 be made an high prieft; he did not put on 


this excellent dignity of his on accord, 
- but be glorified him thetewich, 200 ſad, 
e r my þ io day haus I begotten: thee. 
Here is a plain aim allufion to the antient privi- 
lege of the firſt- born in à family, or ſtate, 
whoſe bicthright the prieſthood was, Jeſks 
Ohtiſt, who is be firſt begotten from the 
dead, the firſt among the children of men, 
brought into. a new and incorruptible tare, 
became heir of all things in it, and canſe- 
quently of the prieſthood. As His death 
Was originally and principally concerted by 


9 V. 5 | * Acts Kili. 33˙ 


the 
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14 Diſcourſe concerning 
the Jeus, for aſſerting that he was the 
of God a; the interpoſition of God in raiſing 
him up from the dead, was an event ſo 
very extraordinary and fignificant, that it 
ſpoke plaivly in his behalf, that he war what 
he profeſſed himſelf to be. For this reaſon 
God is fitly introduced on this occaſion, ut- 
tering in the language of facts (the true arti- 
culate voiceof God) thoſe words of the ſecond 
 Pfalm, THOU: ART M SON, THIS DAY 
HAVE I BEGOTTEN THEE. The decree, 
ſo long ago declared in that prophecy of the 
- Meſpah (fot certain it is, St. Paul and our 
author, if they were not both the ſame per- 
ſon, ſo underſtood that pſalm to be) was 
now unfolded, fixed and determined for 
law ; God himſelf proclaiming, in and by 
the moſt expreſſive and fignificant action 
that could be, concerning Jeſus of Naza- 
reth, Thou art my ſon, this day have I begot- 
ten thee. And, in ſaying this, he acknow- 
ledged his dignity of the ſacerdotal kind, or 
allowed to him the honour and privilege of 
his brigh-right, what of courſe' belonged to 
him; ſpeaking as it were to this p dat 
the ſame time, and in the ſame emphatical 
manner or language of facts, and thereby 
fuſſilling what David predicted of him in 
another pſalm *, Thou art a: prieſt for ever, 
after the order of Melchiſedec.. Hero we ſee 


2 John v. 18.—xix. 7. Heb. v. 6. 
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the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt. 15 
both the time, way, and manner of the in- 
troduction of Chriſt into this office. David 
in ſpirit, long after the levitical law was im- 
poſed, foretold---the grant'of the moſt emi- 
nent kind of prieſthood, by God, to a ſon 
and ſucceſſor of his; a grant, which was 
made by God upon oath, to ſhew its cer- 
tainty, as the word of the. oath, the form 
and expreſſion of it, doth its ſtability and 
perpetuity, The Lord hath faworn and will 
not repent, Thou art a prieſt for ever, after 
the order of Melcbiſedec. This oath of God, 


rophetically given to David, concerning 
bis ſon. and Lord, occaſioned Jeſus Chriſt 
to be conſidered as a prieft ; or was the ori- 
ginal ground upon which his prieſthood was 
founded, as the law was the ground of the 
Aaronical : And God's raiſing him from the 
dead, was the accompliſhment” of his oath ; 
for becauſe he continueth ever, in indiſſolu- 
ble life, he hath, according to the word of 
the oath, an unchangeable prieſibood * This 
oath was performed in the inauguration and 
inſtallment of Jeſus. Here then commenced 
the prieſthood of Chriſt, and from hence it 
bore date, to wit, at his reſurrection. 


Pl. ex. 4. Feb. vii. 24. 
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=; A Dyſtourſe ene 
| Corornaryl. 


| There 5s. 4 wide difference between the ar - 
ger of Chriſt's prieſthood, and that of the 
Aaronical in . point of. duration, Leer, 
and þe r/onal per fectian. The Aar 


high * ũ admitted men of roy, 


ject to mortality. and death, and, con- 
ſequently, of a change or ſucceſſion of per- 
ſons. therein. But it is ther iſe with the 
high prieſthood of Chriſt, inaſmuch as it is 
founded. not on the law of a carual command: 
nent, but on the power of. an endleſs Ilg. 
Fur Chrif being 74 60 from the dead, dieth 
u more ; death hath no more domi nion over 
lim; fo. that he can give place to no ſuc· 
ceſſor, nor admit any change in his prieſt 
hood as the Aaronical did. They truly were 


mam pri 'efts, becauſe they were not ſi £ ed to 


continue by reaſon of death: 1. this man, 
becauſe he continueth ever, hath an unchange- 


able priefiboad, For the law maketh men 


bigb prieſts which have infirmity; but the 
— 4 oath which auas fince the lau, 
maketh the ſan, who 15 conſecrated for ever+ 
more*, In theſe reſpects therefore, the 
Jewiſb high prieſthood, and the prieſthood 


of Chriſt. will bear no compariſon. For 


which reafva he is not called a prieſt after 


u Heb. vii. 16. * verſes 23, 24, 28. 


1 the 


the Priefthood of Jeſus Chriſt, 17 

the order of Aaron, but, à prieſt for ever 

after the order of Melchiſedec. Not that the 
Melchiſedecian is the ſame with the prieſt- 
hood of Chriſt; no, they are different: for 
if it was in all reſpects the ſame, Melchiſe- 
dec could not ate a prieſt continually”, as 
by his having the figure of perpetuity in 
ſcripture he is allowed to do; but would 
have a ſucceſſor in Chriſt, Beſides, it is 
not only derogatory to the honour of Chriſt 
to be the ſucceſſor of any one in his prieſt- 
hood, but contrary to the plain truth of 
things; for he received it by primogeniture 
and right of inheritance, of him who ſaid, 
thou art my ſon, this day have 1 begotten 
thee ; the effect of which act or operation of 
God being in the power of endleſs hfe, 
Chriſt, ſtritly ſpeaking, becomes both the 
firſt and the laſt, and the only one of his 
order. Accordingly he is repreſented in vi- 
ſion, ſaying, I am alpha and omega, the firſt 
and the laſt*, Wherefore he is called a prieſt, 
not of, but after, or according to, the order 
of Melchiſedec. EIS M e 
| Who this eminent perſon, Melchiſedec, 
was, has puzzled many an inquiſitive head. 
s But any farther knowledge of, or a more 
1 circumſtantial account concerning him, than 
the ſcripture hath given, ſeems unneceſſary 
if not impertinent, as it might tend to de- 


* 


7 Heb. vii. 3. ri 18. 
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18 A Diſcourſe conterning 


ſtroy, or obſcure, the figure the wiſdom of 
God allotted him to bear in thoſe divine 
books. Our author, after aſſerting, Jeſus 
is made an bigh-prieft for ever, after the 
order of Melchiſedec ; proceeds to give the 
view he had of him, as he ſtands on re- 
cord, in Geneſis, © For, taking Moſes * for a 
teſtimony of his Melchiſedec, he is king 
* of Salem, prieſt of the moſt high God, 
« who met Abraham returning from the 
laughter of the kings, and bleſſed bim: to 
whom alſo Abraham gave a tenth part of 
« all: firſt, being by interpretation of his 
* name, my of righteouſneſs, and after 
« that a %, by interpretation of his city, 
Ling of Salem, which is king of. peace. 
R — in this book, that gives ſo particu- 
« lar account of the origin and 3 
*© of men and things, he is the only grea 

e perſon mentioned without father, — 
* mother, without deſcent, having neither 
beginning of days nor endof life ; but made 
te like unto the (or a) en of God, abidetb 
* a prieſt continually,” From this brief 
view, or deſcription, it is not to be infer'd, 
that he was not a man, as ſome haye ground- 
leſsly imagined; but, we are to confider 
him as ſuch, a cotemporary with Abraham 
and the king of Sodom, who was. himſelf a 
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the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt, 19 
and a prieſt-of the moſt high God at large, 
whoſe office was not reſtrained to one par- 
ticular tribe, or family, of men. If you 
inquire, indeed, - into his genealogy, as the 
Jews, who were fond of fuch kind of learn- 
ing, probably did, in David's time; being 
curious to know v this was, to whom fo 
great a man as the patriarch Abrabum, payed 
tithes; and of whom he, that Was called 
the friend of God, received a'bleſſing:? of 
what ſtock and family he eame ; how long 
he lived; who ſucceeded him, &c ?- I fay, if 
you enquire thus, you will find the ſacred 
record, which mentions the lineage, or 
birth, or death, of all the other great per- 
ſons of that age whoſe names are there en- 
tred, wholly filent of his, as if he had been 
of the immortal race, a ſon Gd, and not 

like 


d That the Author to the Hebrews ſau Nele biſadec, by 
Mo/es's account, to appear rather as the ſow of: God, than as 
the ſon of any mortal ; and, conſequently, that his order of 
prieſthood requireth a flial relation, in the perſon called 
after it, to God, is, I think, evident, —ſrom the Ja» of tlie 
deſcription, or general likeneſs above given of him: Bur 
made like unto the ſon of God, abideth a pries continually. 
And from chap. v. 5, 6. _— glorified” not himſelf, to 
made an high priefl ; but, be that ſaid unto him, \thou art my 
ſon, to day have ] begotten thee. As he ſaith alſi in another 
place, thou art a prieft for ever after the order of Melthiſedec. 
Which quotations, from the ii. and cx. Plalms, he jams toge- 
ther, as illuſtrating each other, and expreflive of. the ſame 
thing. Again, chap. iii. 1, 6. Chriſt, he ſays," is an high 
prieſt, as a ſon, over God's houſe :==Muft not Melchiſedec, 
then, after whoſe order he is called an high prieft, be con- 
ceived of, as a ſon, too? That Melchiſedec was a prieſt over 

Da Abraham 
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20 A diſcourſe concerning 


like an inhabitant of this world. Upon all 
theſe accounts, David, who knew perfec- 
tion was not to be obtained by the levitical 
prieſthood, in ſpirit foretold that another 
17 teſt ſhould ariſe after the order of Melchi- 
ſedec: i. e. one, + who ſhould be a royal 
prieſt, a ſou of God, an extenſively uſeful, 
immortal man; whoſe prieſthood ſhould be 
greater and better than that eſtabliſhed by 
Moſes, and never change, or paſs from his 
perſon to another. Now we fee Jeſus, 
whom God hath brought again from the 
dead, entbroned, by him, as his ſon, high 
prieſt over his houſe, or family, for ever; 
which verifies what was evident from the 
ſacred. oracle, in the mouth of David, that, 
after. the fimilitude Melchiſedec, there 
ariſeth another prisſte. 


. and bis houſe (which under the legal oeconomy, was 
the houſe of God) he proves at large, chap. vii. 4,—11. 
And that the royal poet had a like view, with our author, 
of Melcbiſedec, and his order of prieſthood, may be pre- 
ſumed from their being inſpired by one and the ſame divine 
ſpirit., 1 have the pleaſure to add; that what is here ſug- 
geſted, muſt be admitted beyond all; doubt, if the critical 
notes of a very learned perſon (vid. Critical notes on ſome pa /- 
ages of ſeripture, lately publiſhed) on Pſalm cx: 3. are jaſt: 
Who after, pointing out the corruptions, crept into the text, 
and giving: probable reaſons for his corrections, renders the 
verſe thus — Aud with thee, O prince, in the day of thy 
«© parwen, \\thy ſaints thro' mercy clothed with ſplendor. Be- 
80 2 the mar ning ſtar ¶ begot thee my ſon.” It follows, the 

Lord hath jauorn and will not repent, thou art a prieff 25 ever 
e 77 order of Melchiſedec. : | 


c © Heb. vii. 116. 
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the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt. 21 
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Feſus Chriſt was not a prieſt in his hife, nor 
in his death, nor did be execute any part of 
that office in his eſtate of humiliation, as ſome 
have taught*. He was no ſacrificer when 
on earth; or, on earth he' offered up no 
ſacrifice as a public head and officer in reli- 
gion: He was then in no character or ca- 
pacity for ſo doing. So far we have ſettled 
the date of Chriſt's prieſthood, and ſeen'the 
manner of his promotion to this dignity, or 
how he was ordained and introduced into 
it; and find it to be of a peculiar ſingular 
order, I 1434288 199 


ProeosITION III. 


The miniſtry of Chriſt, as high prieſt, is con- 
- fined to heaven, and there his offering was 
made. | 


E now come to treat of the prieſtly 
functions of Chriſt, and the place 
where they are executed. As he is, to all 
moral intents and purpoſes, as truly a prieſt 
to chriſtians, as Melchiſedec, or as ever 
Aaron and his ſucceſſors were, to their 
people ; ſo he is as truly a miniſter and offi- 
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cer to them in the ſervice of God. Tis not 
a meer honorary title given him, a ſine-cure, 
or benefice, without work, which Jeſus 
is put in poſſeſſjon of: but he hath a fer- 
vice to perform; for every bigb prieſt _ _ 
dai ned to offer both gifts and jacrijices, 
therefore tis ny repugnant to 22 
of his inſtitution, to be idle and uſeleſs to 
us in heaven. — By nat I mean the place 
of God's ſpecial reſidence, where good men 
ſhall be made happy after the reſurrection, 
If we conſider the univerſe as one fabrick, 
and call it the palace of Almighty God, this 
is his preſence: chamber ; or if we call it a 
temple, this is the ſanctum ſandtorum. Ac- 
cordingly Jeſus is deſcribed by our author to 
be a miniſter of the ſanctuary, and of the 
true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and 
not man*. Not officiating in the holy places 
made with hands, which are the figures o 
the true; but in heaven itſelf, where b be ap- 
pears in the preſence of God for us. Heaven, 
in whatever part of ſpace it be ſituated, is 
the place where his high office is FT 
cuted. 

Tho' God be every where preſent, be is 
not equally . preſent every where, There 
may be more illuſtrious manifeſtations and 
effects of his glorious preſence in one place 
than in another. Such the Sbechinab of old 


© Heb. viii. 2. Chap. ix. 24. 
3 | * 


the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt. 23 
is ſuppoſed to be, which reſted like a cloud 
of glory on the mercy ſeat in the Jewiſb ta- 
bernacle ; whereby God is ſaid to have his 
dwelling between the cherubims. An emblem, 
this, of the throne of the glory of the majeſty 
on high, before which Jeſus officiateth for 
us. And, tho' Jeſus be a prieſt for ever, he 
is not a prieſt every where ; for, if be were on 
earth, our author is poſtive, he ſhould not be 
a prieſt; i. e. he ſhould not have, or exe- 
cute here, any office, as ſuch; and that for 
the following reaſon, ſeerng that there are 
prieſts that offer gifts according to the law; 
who ſerve unto the example and ſhadow of 
beavenly things, as Moſes was admonifhed 
of God, when he was about to make the taber- 
nacle, For ſee (jaith he) that thou make all 
things according to the pattern ſhewed to thee 
in the mount. For our underſtanding where- 
of, let us obſerve, —that Moſes, on the 
mount, was cauſed to ſee a model, or pat- 
tern, after which he was admoniſnhed to 
make the tabernacle, and to ordain and re- 
gulate the things pertaining to its ſervice 2 
| —the patterns of the things in which they 
were to worſhip, having a divine original, 
or, being ſhewn, and preſcribed to Moſes, 
where the glory of the Lord was, are called 
heavenly things. — The tabernacle, and its 
furniture, all being made after their pattern, 


* Pſalm Ixxx. lo h Heb. vüi. 4, 5. 
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24 A Diſcourſe concerning 
are the example (imitation, copy) and ſhadow 
of heavenly things :—The prieſts by perform- 
ing of, or miniſtring after the manner of, 
the tabernacle-worſhip, according to the 
law, ſerve in the imitation, or copy, or 
ſhadow of heavenly things. The levitical 
prieſts ſerving in this example ¶ imitation, 
copy] and ſhadow of heavenly things, —do ex- 
clude the miniſtry of any other order of 
prieſts on earth. The ſum of which is, 
* an earthly miniſtry to ſerve in the exam- 
% ple and ſhadow of heavenly things, is 
c already provided.” But now it is evi- 
dent, that Jeſus, by his being an high 
prieſt for us, ſeated on the right hand of the 
throne of the majeſty in the heavens, hath 
obtained a more excellent miniſtry. A mi- 
niſtry too excellent to be performed any 
where elſe than before the moſt excellent 
glory of God in heaven. Wherefore Chriſt's 
prieſthood is limited as to place, tho' not as 
to duration, | | | 
Here it was, to wit, in heaven, that Jeſus 
as a prieſt, a true and proper SACRIFICER, 
made bis offering. This is evident, becauſe 
he could not offer as a prieſt any where elſe. 
He was not a prieſt on earth, therefore he 
could not offer as a prieſt on earth. He is a 
_ no where but in heaven; therefore if 
e offereth any where as a prieſt, it muſt be 


* Heb, viii. 6. 
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in heaven. But our autbor is clear in this 
matter, who gives the Hebrew to under- 
ſtand, that altho' le Aaronical will bear no 


. 3 s .prieſthood, in 
uratian, fureeſſian, and per ſonal | 


en; as to the — and parts 
perf miniſtry ebe Deer ſmall — 
blance. r he draws his com- 
between tlie prüeſthocd and mini- 
fry of Chriſt in heaven; and the prieſthood 
and miniſtry that was exerciſed in the holy of 
holies, on the great day of expiation, What- 
ever other priefts; © or whatever the high 
prieſt himſelf did, in any other place or 
day, does not, as I remember, come into 
his account, as a ſhadow, much leſs as a type 
of Cbriſt. As, on this anni verſary, the high 
prieſt entred into the haly: of bolies, and there 
offered facrifice ; ſo Juſus entred into hea- 
ven, and there offered his ſacriſipe. Let 
us turn to our author's. own brief recapitula- 
tion of what he hath ſaid on this head. 
Now of the things auhich we baue ſpoken this 
is the ſun: we laue ſuch an bigb prieſt, «bo 
as jet on the right band of the throne'of the 
majejly in the heavens; a miniſter of the ſano- 
tuary, and of the true tabernacle. which 
the Lord pitched, and not man. An high 
« prieſt, I ſay, of the heavenly: ſanctuary; 
„and therefore one, who muſt have ſome- 


& Heb. ix. 7, 11, 12. Whitby. 
E © thing 


26 A diſcourſe concerning 
thing to offer in that ſanQtuary,” © And 
*© his being an high prieſt in heaven! is an 
** evidence of his being a miniſter there." 
For every high prieſt is ordained tgffer gifts 
and ſacrifices: Wherefore it is M neceſſity 
that this man have: ſomewhat alſo." to offer 
there. I ſay, there, and not on earth.“ 
for 1f be vere on tarth, he ſhould not be a 
prieſt, «or had he been fill on earth he 
had not been a prieſt at all. ſceing that 
there are prieſts, that offer gifts according 
10 the law; I have ſubjoined the ſenſe of 
tro learned commentators to ſhew: that lam 
not ſingular in my apprehenſions of this 
paſſage of our author. Every high prieſt, 
he ſays, is ordained to offer giſts and ſacri- 
fes: wherefore it is of neceſſity that this 
man, who, by the fulfillment of God's 
oath in his reſurrection from the dead, is 
mide. a _ for us in heaven, ſhould have 
ſomewhat alſo to offer. Any offering of his 
before he was ordained a prieſt, unleſs made 
by one of the Aaronical order, was deſtitute 
of the proper nature of a facrifice, which 
he, whilit under the law, was oblig'd to 
offer. And, if he did not offer a facrifice 
after he was ordained a prieſt, he was great- 
ly defeCtive : ſor every high prieſt is ordain- 
ed for this purpoſe ; wherefore it is of ne- 
ceffety that this man have ſomewhat alſo to 


Peirce on Heb. viii. 1--5. 


fer 
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her: He cannot be faithful to his truſt and 
charge as a prieſt withaut it. On earth he 
could not offer a ſacrifice 31 for, if be were 
on earth, be ſhould not be a prieſt: Where- 
fore, as he is a miniſter of the true taberna- 


cle, a prieſt only in heaven, tis of neceſſity 


he ſhould there make his offering. This, I 
think, is the plain ſenſe of our author. 
I know it has been ſaid, but with what 


truth let the reader judge, that Chriſt's. 
- *©© offering himſelf above, is rather comme- 
e nmorating a facrifice) than ſacrificing”. Sure 
the Jer high prieſt, When he entred into 


the holy of; bolies, did more than comme- 


morate, or preſent to divine conſideration a 
paſt ſacrifice, or why all that ſolemn appura- 


tus? A greater ſervice the levitical law did not 


preſcribe. -* Is the commemorating; a ſacri- 
tice more important. than ſacrificing? the 
bringing to divine conſideration a paſt act, 
of a higher concern than the act itſelf? But, 


if the high prieſt did then and there make 
a proper ablation, or ſacrifice, as he cer- 
tainly did*; why is not Chriſt's offering of 


himſelf above, a ſacrifice, rather than com- 


memoratirg: a ſacrifice? the Jewiſb high 
prieſt was a figure, or ſhadow, of Jeſus our 
high prieſt, in a greater and more perfect 


tabernacle: was there more of immediate, 
active ſervice, in the ada, than in the 


E 2 ſubſtance 3 


* Diflin&ions of facrifices. p. 104. * Heb,1x..7. 
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ſubſtance? 
ed between the 
prieft, conſiſts in their reſpective worꝶ and ftu- 
tion. Now Chriſt, 


A Diſcourſe concerning 
The analogy, that is to be obſerv- 
vi and chriſtian high 


in his death upon the 


croſs, without the gates of Jeruſalem, bore 


no manner of li teneſs. or ſimilitude to the 


Jewiſh high prieſt, in his miniſtry, with- 


in the: vail. 


The one was naked and ex- 


poſed in his painful ſufferings to the inſults 


of Jews 


and Gentiles: the other habited 


8 a prince, was ſhut up as it were with 
in his preſence chamber. It is plain 

= * the farmer in a wrong place, here, 
to find analogy between him an the latter. 
And if the c when within the vail, 
offered a proper ſacrifice; but, Chriſt, in 
heaven, only commemorated a crifice ; we 
ſhall be as much at a loſs for analogy as be- 
fore; the ſervice of the Jewiſh high- a 


not being according to, 


but beyond, 


example and ſhadow of the chriflian ht ry 
prieſs. Wherefore as ſcripture and babe 
are clear that the real and ſpecial facrifice of 


Chriſt was made in heaven; the authority of 


arvines, ancient or modern, 


who have an 


intereſt to ſerve, vig. to make their mini- 
ſtry below, a repreſentation, or kind of ima- 


tering of 


I 


ery, of his miniſtry above; I tay, the au- 
thority of theſe men, in aſſerting. the' of- 


Chriſt in heaven to be only com- 


memorative, mult be rejected. But this 
is ſpeaking more largely to the point than 
we 


the Prizftbood of Jeſus Chriſt. 29 
we need to do: for what ſacrifice ſhould 
Chriſt cammꝭmorate in heaven! ? He offered” 
none en . . nnn 4 


g ; h 95 .. * 4 | 
may, 1 think, be fairly detec the ROW 
ing Corollary. | 


Cost anz 


The prieftbood of Feſus Chriſt is Aided 10 
the covenant of grace, and not the covenant 
of grace on bis prieſtbood. If the covenant 
of grace had been fixed and eſtabliſhed on 
the prieſthood 'of Jeſus Chriſt, that prieſt- 
hood of his muſt, to ſay no more, in the 
order of nature have preceded the cove- 
nant. But the prieſthood of Chriſt did not 
commence till his reſurrection from the 
dead, and the exerciſe of it is confinedt to 
heaven: Whereas the covenant of grace 
was publiſned and confirmed by him of 
earth : Therefore the prieſthood" of 
Chriſt is ſubſequent to, and founded on the! 
covenant, and not the covenant of grace on 
his prieſthood. 

To make myſelf intelligible to the reader 
in this matter, by the covenant of grace, I 
underſtand the mew covenant, or goſpel; in 
which, among ſeveral truths and duties 
taught and enjoined, forgiveneſs of ſins and 
everlaſting life are promiſed. It is called a 


e 
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new covenant, and ſtands directly oppoſed: 
to that which was made with the 1/ae/tes. 
in the wilderneſs; when Moſes: told the 


judgments : and all the people anfivered with 
one voice, and ſaid, All the words whirh the 
Lord hath ſaid, will we do. This covenant” 
being in its own nature imperfect and de- 
feftive®* ; ſome better things were, by the 
prophet Jeremiab 6 predicted and promiſed, 
under the character of a new covenant, to 
wit, @ ſyſtem of rational religion, founded on 
the true knowledge of God ; forgiveneſs of 
fins, and gn everlaſling inberi tance. 
Our author ſeems to place theſe 7720. co- 
venants in 4204 40 not only becauſe the 
one fucceeded, and ſuperſeded. the other, as a 
rule of life and manners; but for that he alſo 
obſerved in them ſomething analogous to each 
other. What that was, I take to be in 
ſhort, this. They were each dedicated, or 
ratified and confirmed in blood, and had a 
pr teſthood ſubſequent to, and founded. on them. 
Let us a little conſider this matter, In con- 
firmation of the new covenant, Jeſus ſhed 
bis blood, Be it here obſerved, that, before. 
they that were called to inherit the promiſes of 
pardon and eternal life could be put in poſſeſſion: 
of them, tas neceſſary the death of Chriſt, 
ſhould intervene, with ſuch circumſtances, as 


„ Exod, xxiv. nn Heb. viii. 7. Chap. xxxi. 3 . 
might 


the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt. 31 
might be a | ſufficient proof and evidence, 
not only of his ſincerity, but, that be bad 
power given. unto him of God, to give. ſuch 
good "things unto them; This brought the 
new covenant, in reſpect to Jeſus, its media- 
tor, and to thoſe who are called, or men- 
tioned therein as, bezrs, ſomewhat under the 


notion of à teſtament, or nature af a will, 


This may throw ſufficient light, perhaps, to 
diſcover the ſenſe of our author in the fol- 
lowing paſſage. And for this cauſe, vis. 
ſhedding: his blood, he is moſt eminently 
the mediator of the neo covenant, that, or 
inaſmuch as by means of death for the redemp- 
tion of the tranſgreſſions that were under the 
firſt covenant. they which are called, might, 


with a plenary and full pardon, which the 


law of Maſes could not give, receive the 
promiſe of eternal inheritance. IIt is here as 
in a will or teſtament . For where a teſta- 
ment is, there muſt alſo of neceſſity be the 


death of the teftator. For a teſloment. 15 of 


force after nen are dead; otberwiſe it is of 
no ſtrength at all while the teſtator liveth?. 
Upon this account then, the death of Chriſt 
was necefſary, vis, to confirm the covenant, 
to give force and ſtrength to it, that they, 
who are called to inherit the promiſes, 
might receive and poſſeſs them, as valid and 
inconteſtible. Accordingly, we find Jeſus 


* Heb. ix. 15, 16, 17. 


himſelf 
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2 Nun Diſtuurſe concerning . 
himſelf in the inftitution of his ſupper, in 
memory of his death, ſaying, of os cup, 


Tig 1s. 775 new covenant in my blood, 


As for the firſt covenant, it did not at all 


partake of the nature of a feſtament, as the 
ſecond ſeems to have done with relation to 


Chriſt, ' For its promiſes were tem} 

and of ſuch a nature as did not require the 
death of Moſes: to eſtabliſſ. Some ſolemn 
ſignificant rite, whereby to admit its authen- 
ticity, and conſecrate it, was ſufficient. 
N bereupon, our author obſerves, neither the 


firſt. covenant was dedicated without blood. 


For, when Moſes had ſpoken every precept to 


all the people, he took the blood of calves and 
.of goats, with water, and ſcarlet wool, and 


Mop, and ſprinkled both the book and all the 
people, ſaying, This is the blood of the cove- 


nant, which God hath enjoined ro y. 


Both covenants, we ſee, had this in com- 


mon, that they were dedicated, or ratified 


and confirmed, in blood. The blood of the 


ft covenant was the blood of  burnt- 


Fe and peace-oferings, that were of- 
red on that occaſion: Not the blood of an 
expiatory ſacrifice, fin-offering or treſpaſi- 
offering ; none ſuch being then offered. The 
blood of the new covenant was tbe blood 'of 
Chriſt, its mediator, who publiſhed and ra- 
tified it as God's covenant, and gave force 


t Luke xxii. 20. u Heb. ix. 18, 19, 20 


and 


* 


the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt, 33 
and ſtrength to it, in the manner a teſtator 
giveth force and ſtrength to his will, viz. 
by dying, in order that it might have its full 
virtue and eſtabliſhment in the world. 

But farther : A prieſthood was ſubſequent 
to, and founded on each covenant. The firſt 
covenant was made and ſolemnized before 
the conſecration of Aaron to the prieſthood. 
The tribe of Levi performed no miniſtry, 
on this occaſion, different from the other 
tribes. ——On this occaſion, the hiſtorian 
tells us, young men of the children of ' Iſrael 
were employed, which offered burnt- 
offerings, and ſacrificed peace - offerings 
of oxen unto the Lord. And Moſes 
took half of the blood and put it in baſons ; 
and half of the blood he ſprinkled on the al- 
tar. And be took the book of the covenant, 
and read in the audience of the people : And 


they ſaid, All that the Lord hath ſaid, will 


we do, and be obedienf, And Moſes took the 
blood, he had put in baſons, and ſprinkled it 
on the people, and ſaid, behold the blood of the 
covenant, which the Lord hath made with you 
concerning all theſe words*, It was after 
this ſolemnity that the Aaronical prieſthood 


was ſet up. 
And, in like manner, as the fir ft coyenant 


was made, and alſo confirmed and dedicated 


in blood, before the Aaronical prieſthood 


hs Exod, XXIV. 5—9. 
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was erected ; ſo the new and everlaſting co- 


venant was publiſhed, and alſo confirmed 
in, and by, our Saviour's blood and death, be- 
fore he was inaugurated a prieſt, or had 
entred on his miniſtry in the heavenly 
ſanctuary. This is what our author appears 
to me to inſinuate, to the notice of the He- 
brews, in order that they might make a due 
eſtimation of the exce/lency of Chriſt's prieſt- 
hood above the Aaronical. But now. hath he 
obtained a more excellent miniſiry, by how much 
alſo he is the mediator of a better covenant, 
which was eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes ” : 
giving them to underſtand, that by how 
much one covenant excelleth the other, b 

ſo much one prieſthood excelleth the other: 
By how much a compleat ſy/tem of rational 
religion is preferable to a law of command- 
ments contained in ordinances, or promiſes of 


ſpiritual and-eternal bleſſings are better than 


temporal ; by ſo much is the prieſthood of 
Chriſt ſuperior to the levitical prieſthood, 
But enough of this at preſent, 


Y Heb. viii. 6. 
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ProeosITION TV. 


The offering, which Jeſus made in heaven, 
was HimPelf. 


Aving found the place of Chriſt's mi- 
niſtry, we come next to the /ubjef? 
matter of his offering, which was no other 
than HIMSELF, This propofitzon is evident 
from a variety of paſſages in the epiſtle be- 
fore us. Chri/t by HI MsE LF purged our fins *, 
This be did once, when heoffered up 8 |MSELF®*. 
Who through the eternal ſpirit offered u 11- 
SELF vit heut ſpot to God. He put away fin 
by the ſacrifice of K1MSELF ©, As our high 
prieſt was ordained to offer, and was HIM: 
SELP the offering, it ſeems neceſſary that what 
qualified him for, and conftituted him, the 
former, ſhould be taken into our eſtimate of. 
the latter. If fo, it was himſelf, cloatbed 
in a body, that had been madeup of ſfeſb 
and blood, but now raiſed incorruptible. And 
his fleſh and blood, have a regard and conſi- 
deration had to them herein, being ſeparately 
noted by our author as occaſion required, 
and their ſignificancy preſerved in the term, 
body *. Not that it was a meer bodily ſervice ; 


* edoi 9. , 2 © yerie 26. 
© x. 19, 20. * verſe to. 
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no, his ſoul was engaged in the ſolemn act, 
and that principally. This is what Iſazah 
(after prophetically deſcribing the ſufferings, 
death and burial of Chrift, and God's good 
pleaſure in permitting all this to befal ſo in- 
nocent and holy a perſon) ſpeaks of in the fol- 
lowing words; When thou ſhalt make his ſoul, 
or rather, as the margin has it, when his 


foul ſtall make an offering for fin, he ſhall ſee 


his ſeed, he ſhall prolong his days, and the 
pleaſure of the Lord ſball profper in bis hands 
He ſhall ſee of the travel of bis ſoul, and be 


ſatisfied, fully and compleatly rewarded, &c. 


It was HIMSELF, after the power of an end- 
leſs life, and not in carnal, or mortal, 
circumſtances. He, through the eternal ſpi- 
rit, offered Himſelf without ſpot to God. 80 
that body and ſoul, all that he was or that 
conſtituted him à prieſt, conſtituted his of- 
fering : Thus it was a facrifice moſt rational, 


ſpiritual, and of intrinfick and peculiar ex- 


cellence, including all the excellencies he 


poſſeſſed, and all the good ſervices H1MSELF 
was capable of. 


CoRoLLARY I. 


There is ſomething peculiar in the miniſtry 


/ Chriſt, as ꝛwell as in the place where it 15 


exerciſed. He did not offer what was not 


f Iſai, Lili. | 
his 


e 


— —— 
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his own, or the blood of others, but he of- 
fered up himſelf. He did not come with 
things outward and extrinſick; but made an 
oblation of his «hole jeff, body, ſoul and 
ſpirit, to God; than which a greater ſacri- 
foe he could not offer. 


Corollary II. 


The ſacrifice of Chriſt in heaven was a liu- 
ing ſacrifice, *Twas not like the weak and 
beggarly elements, with which the legal 
Prieſts were concerned; a dead and inani- 
mate ſubject ; it had ſpirit and life. He is 
a prieſt, not after the law of a carnal com- 
mandment ; but after the power of an end- 
leſs life. And, as he was a prieſt, % he 
was a facrifice ; for he offered up himſelf, 
And it may be ſaid of Jeſus, be was not a 


ſacrifice after the law of à carnal command- 


ment, but after the power of an endleſs life. 
The law admitted of inanimate thin 

which are called--oFerimgs; and are diſtin- 
guiſhed from ſacrifices, which were offerings 
made in, and by, the blood and deſtruction of 


Alain beaſts, Chriſt's ſacrifice was not of this 


law ; no carnal commandment ordained him 
a prieſt, nor is his prieſthood regulated 
thereby. No wonder, therefore, if we find 
his ſacrifice greatly differing from the legal 
facrifices ; tis what we might juſtly expect. 
His facrifice was not ſo made, 2. e. directly 
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in and by the death, blood and deſtruction 
of the ſubject: But of another faſhion, way 
a living, ſelf-ſacrifice ; an offering made of 
himſelf to God, after his conqueſt of death, 
in the principle and energy of immortal life. 
Jeſus being come a prieſt in indiſſoluble life, 
he, through the eternal ſtirit, offered him- 
ſelf without ſpot to God. In this conſiſteth 
the ſuperior virtue and excellence of his ſa- 
crifice, to thoſe that were made under the 
law, by ain beaſts. Sin and death, the 
70 great reproaches of human nature, ſeem 
to have given occaſion to u ſpecial ordi- 
nances in the Moſaic Oeconomy ; that wherein, 
by the blood of bulls and of goats, the great 
atonement was made annually for fins ; and 
that, wherein, -by the ſprinkling of the aſhes 
of the red heifer, perſons were purified who 
had been defiled by tbe dead, Numb. xix. 
The reaſon why blood was appointed, to 
make an atonement for the ſoul, is given, 
wiz, becauſe the life of the fleſh is in the 
blood, Lev. xvii. 11. And it is a probable 
conjecture, which an eminent perſon was 
pleaſed to favour me with, that the reaſon 
why aſhes were preſcribed for the purification 
of the fleſh, was, becauſe they make the 
ſtrongeſt lixiuium, and, conſequently, a fit em- 
blem of purification from the taint of death. 
The moral of both ſeems to be this ; The 
nearer to life, and the farther from death, 
any thing is, the greater account God taketh 


of 
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of ſuch things. Our author hath his eye 
upon both theſe expiatory ſervices, and from 
them argues to the ſuperior worth and effi- 
cacy of Chriſt's ſacrifice 'in heaven. For if 
the blood of bulls and of goats, and the aſhes of 
an beiſer ſprinkling the unclean, ſan#ifieth to 
the purifying of the fleſh ; how much more ſhall 
the blood of Chriſt, who, through the eternal 
ſpirit, offered himſelf without ſpot to God, 
purge your conſtiences from dead works, to 
ſerve the living God“? 

What I have here ſuggeſted, concerning 
our author, in this remarkable paſſage, will 
lead us to underſtand it ſomewhat different 
from thoſe expoſitors who have thought the 
legal ſacrifices were intended to extend no 
farther than to the removal of ceremonial or 
outward impurities. A miſtake, I appre- 
hend, which depreciates the law, and makes 
a greater difference in the effects of the 
blood of bulls and goats, and of the blood 
of Chriſt, than is warrantable from the in- 
ſpired writers, duly compared together, 
Wherefore it will be no unneceſſary digreſ-— 
ſion, in this place, fully to ſtate our author's 
argument. In order to which, I would 
note, (1.) That the purification of the fleſh 
here mentioned, in unclean caſes, that oc- 
curred by being with, or touching, a dead 
body, bone, or grave, was effected by the 


5 Heb. ix. 13, 14. | 
ſprinkling 
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ſprinkling of the aſhes of the heifer, and not 


by the blood of bulls and of goats. (2.) 
That the blood of bulls and of goats, here 
ſpoken of, was that whereby the annual 
atonement was made for all their fins, con- 
ſidered as a nation or people; at which time 
the moral, at well as ceremonial and political, 
guilt was removed, that had been contract- 
ed the year before. See Levit. xvi. 30. 
(3.) That our author had before ſpoke of 
the uſe and virtue of this blood, as that 
which the high prieft alone, once every year, 
offered for bimſelf, and for the errors of the 
people, v. 7. i. e. for all ſorts of fins, ex- 
cept capital preſumptuous ones, for which 
the offenders were cut off from the number 
of HVrael, called for that reaſon dead works, 
in oppoſition to pardonable errors. ( 4.) That, 
when the uſe and virtue of the aſhes of the 
ber fer are mentioned, and joined to the blood 
of bulls and goats, as here; the uſe and 
virtue of that blood, as before deſcribed, 
muſt be underſtood and taken into our au- 
thor's argument, Wherefore Jet us ſupply 
this paſſage with his before given ſentiments, 
and it will run to this purpoſe : © For, if 
te the blood of- bulls and of goats remove 
% away ins once a year; and the aſhes of 
* an heifer ſprinkling the unclean, ſancti - 


<« fieth to the purifying of the feſb; how 
© much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, 
* who through the eternal ſpirit, or, in 

3 : 


ce the 
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«the energy of immortal life, offered him? 
<« ſelf without ſpot to God in heaven, purge 
** not only your bodies, but yout' conſerences,! 
<* and theſe not only from /ins of 72norance, 
© but. from works deſerving death, and 
e thereby ever diſpoſe and fit. you to ſerve 
e the God that lives for ever!” This, it 
may be ſaid, is allowing the legal ſacrifices 
to be capable of an effect pertaining to the 
conſcience ; true: Or how could hing, falſe- 
ſwearing, fornication, and the like evils of 
a moral nature, be atoned for by them? 


- 


Does our author deny them to be capable of 
5 * * 77 7 0 . ” * Ya MIO I * , : ny 


| 1 ii . LIK 4 
* here . with the words of 1 
touching this point -a ſoul fin, and commit à treſpaſt 
againſt : e Lord, and lie unto his * > that which au- 
livered him to keep, or in fellowſhip, br in a thing talen 
away. by violence, ar hath deceived: his neigbbaur 3 or bade 
found that which was 77 and lieth concerning hi aud {wear-. 
eth falfly ; in any of all theft that a man doth,” funing therein ; 
then it Gall be, becauſt be bath fiuned dnd.is guilty, that he 
hall reflere that which; he togk wiolently awyay, or "the thin 
whith he hath decen fully gotten, or that which was delivered 
him t6-heep,” or the loft thing which he found; or all that about 
evhich. he bath feworn Yalſly's he ſhall even reflore; it in the 
3 and ſhall add the fifth part more thereto, and give it 
unto him 10 whom it appertaineth, in the day of his treſpas* 
ofering. And he fall bring his. treſpaſo:affering., unto tbe 
ord, a ram without hlemiſb out of the flact, with thy eſt ma- 
tion, "for a treſpaſs-offering unto the prieſt.” And the prieft hal 
make an atonement for him, | before the Lord: And ir SHALL 
BE FORGIVEN HIM, FOR, ANY THING, OF ALL THAT 
HE HATH DONE, IN TRESPASSING THEREIN. Ang wwho- 
ſocwer Neth carnally wwith' a woman that is u bond-maid he- 
trothed to an huchand, and not at all redeemed; nor freedom” 
given her; be Hall bring his treſpaſi-o fring and the 
prieft ſhall make an atonement for him, before the Lord, for 
his fin which he hath doe: And the fin which he hath done, 
Hall be forgiven bim. Levit. vi. 28, Chap. xix. 20, 21, 22. 


this 


42 A Diſcourſe concerning 
this effect? no; but that they could not 
make him that did the ſervice perfect, as 
Ru. to the conſcience. They on- 
y removed ſome ſins, not alt 3 for 2 ear, 
not for per l 4A | 
A Cent a A* UI. 
k 24 Ofc Att 4 F( 
| \The acrifice. o Chriſt 3 in wen was 5 4 
bloady erl. a made in," and by, | the 
ſprinkling of blood... It was obſerved above, 
that our author draws. his campariſon of the 
- prieſthood and miniſtry of Chriſt in heaven, 
with the prieſthood and miniſtry that was 
exerciſed in the boly e bolies on the great 
day of expiation. One ground of fimili- 
tude is this, vix. that neither the one nor 
the other entered their reſpective boly places 
without blood, But then the difference in 
the quality of the blood, the one being the 
blood of goats and calves, the other his own 
blood, was not greater than the difference of 
their miniſtry, Into the ſecond tabernacle. 
went the bigh prieſt alone, once every ear, 
not wit bout 25 which be offered for bim- 
elf, and for the errors of the people. He en- 
tered with the blood in a baſon, and by 
ſprinkling it with his finger towards and be- 
fare the mercy ſeat, he made his offering. 
TFThe very root or ner of a ſacrifice (as 


8 : Ae 


cu u. 3 n . is, 7. x bY 
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the maxim of the Jews is) lies in the pr ink- 
ling of the blood. But Chriſt being come 
an high prieſt of another law and order, en- 
tered into the Holy place, not- by the” Blood of 
goats and calves, but by his own blood. 

Though — blood of Chriſt, as it'anſwers all 
the and far excels, the blood 

which Moſes ' rinkled on the altar and on 
the people, — which the high prieſt 
ſprinkled in the holy place, is] in allufon 
thereto, called the blood of ſprinkling* ; yet, 
howſoever it was ſlied on earth, in his ſuf- 
ferings and death, there was no ſprinkling 
of it in heaven: nor can any miniſtration of 
it in that manner be conceived of, without 
derogating from his ſacrifice and the honour 
of his prieſthood. It would degrade his ſa- 
crifice from being a rational, ſpiritual and 
intrinſick. ſacrifice, and render it a matgriay, 
external one: and it would, in this reſpect, 
level his prieſthood with the Jeuiſb Aaroni- 
cal prieſthood, which was chiefly conver. 
ſant in ſprinkling of blood. That Jeſus 
brought his blood before the Aube Majeſiy, 
and applied it to him, or ſprinkled it upon 
his throne and about the court of heaven, ib 
a low and unworthy notion. Nothing can 
excuſe the ingenious author of the Ny 


211 1 


k Pavich on Lt vi... 1 Heb. wed 12, * Chap, | 
xii. 24. 


G 2 77.7 +" 
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lines, which are ſung in ſome chriſtian. on 


ſemblies, bur the licence of e 


ce Rich were the drops of Jeſus Wr 
That calm'd his frowning face, 

« That ſprinkled o'er the burning throne 
And turn'd the wrath to grace“? 


ProrosImION V. 


It is bighly probable that the time, whet 
Jeſus made his offering, was ſoon after bis 
reſurrection from the dead; and that the 


manner of it was, by wa of ſolemn ad- 
dreſs and worſhip. : 


s the miniſtry we are diſcourſing of, 

was in things pertaining unto God, 
and wholly tranſacted before his glorious 
preſence in the Sanctum Sanctorum of the 
univerſe ; whereof there could be no ſpecta- 
tors or witneſſes from among the children 
of men: like as the miniſtry of the Jeuiſb 
high prieſt, - which was not expoſed when 


he adumbrated Chriſt ; there being no man 


in the tabernacle, no, not any of the otlier 
prieſts, during that ſolemn ſervice :—l lay, 
as this was a miniſtry within the vail, and 


pertaining to God alone; the preciſe time 


N Dr. Waitss Hymns. © Levit. xvi. 17. 
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and manner. is not fo. very. material to us, 
nor ſo clearly revealed, as is the ſacrifice it 
ſelf, and the place where it was offered. For 
which reaſon I will not be poſtive in what 
I have to lay before my reader: innder this 
propoſition. = 

As it is certain Jeſus could not wake his 
offering in heaven, ſoon after bis reſurrection, 
without fir/t-a ſeeding. thither, my buſineſs 
ſhall be to produce, from-a few paſſages of 
ſcripture, a probable proof of an immediate 
aſcent. ._. | 
The rſt pa flag e I ſhall menten is, 1 obn 
xiv. 28. 27 1 heard how I ſaid unto you, 
I go away, and come again wnto gu. If. ye 
loved me, ye would rejoice, | becauſe I ſaid, I 
go unto the Father : for my Father 1s greater 
than J. In which words Jeſus reminds his 
diſciples of a plain intimation . before given 
them, of his departure from, and his return 
to them again. That this cannot be under- 
ſtood of his aſcenſion furty days after his 
reſurrection, and his ſecond advent to judge 
the world, is clear from the following verſe: 
And now 1 have. told vou before it come to 
paſs, that when it is come to paſs, ye might 
believe. It evidently related to an event, 
not greatly diſtant, and was foretold that 
they, by its accompliſhment, might believe. 
And that it cannot be underſtood of his 
death and after appearance only, 1 appre- 


hend firſt, becauſe the departure is ſtiled a 
| going 
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© 
os 


going away to the Father; which ſeems to 
denote ſomething more than dying. Secondly, 
becauſe it was ſuch a departure as they (his 
diſciples) might rejoice in. Now, tho” Jeſus 
committed his departing ſpirit to the Father's 
care and protection; yet, as there was a 
digjunction of him hereby made, his ſoul in 
hades, and his body in the grave, twas an 
event they could not, if they loved him, 
rejoice in, Wherefore .] ſappoſe he here 
intimateth that, ſubſequent ito his death and 
reſurrection, he ſhould go to GOD HIS; 
and THEIR, FATHER, (which was a 
matter of conſequence both to himſelf and 


them;) after which he would come again 


unto them. What leſs do the words im- 
port? If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, be- 
cauſe T ſaid, I go unto THE FATHER : for 
my Father is greater than J. Might not 
this be to prepare a place for them, by car- 
rying in his own perſon that nature he had 
laid hold of, into heaven, and then comin 
and bringing them a token and pledge 
of it? LE BIT ts 
Another paſſage is Chap. xvi. 16. A lit- 
tle while, and ye ſhall not ſee me : and again, 
a little while, and ye ſhall ſee me; becauſe I 
goto THE FATHER. In which words are 


implied, that, for a little while, Jeſus 


would be abſent from them—that for a little 
while he would be preſent with them again— 
that the reaſon of both a little while abſent, 
and 
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and again a little while preſent, was, be- 
cauſe 9 bis going to the Father: Fot thus I 
apprehend the words may be read. 4 "_ 
— 2 and ye ſball not YY me, becauſe I go 
the Father : and again [tho' but for] 4 Al 
while, and ye ſhall ſee me, becauſe Igo to the 
Father : and that the following verſe will 
juſtify it. Then ſaid ſome of bis diſciples a- 
mong themſelves, what is this that "4 ſaith: 
unto us? A little while and ye ſhall not ſee 
me: and again a little while and ye ſhall ſee. 
me : and, becauſe I go to the Father? All I 
ſhall obſerve: here is, (taking it for granted 
that GOING TO THE FATHER denotes 
more than his death ;) that, if going to the 
Father denoteth the aſcenfion and advance- 
ment of the ſon of man in heaven; his aſcen- 
ſion and advancement took place in that 
interval of time, or little while, during his 
abſence from, and before his appearance to. 
the diſciples after his reſurrectin. 

But we may get farther light from chap. | 
XX. 17, Feſus ſaith to ber, Touch me not; 
for 1 am not yet aſcended to my Father. But 
go to my brethren, and ſay unto them, I As- 
CEND UNTO MY FATHER AND'YOUR 
 FATHER,.. AND. TO MY Gop AND YOUR 
Gop, In which words we have a probi-. 
bition given to * gps" A Magdalen, to — 
he firſt; appeared after his reſurrection, #0 
touch bim. Tis no wonder if ſhe, who 
1 waſhed his feet with ber tears, and 

4 wiped 
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ſhewed them his hands and his feet“. 6 
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wiped them with” the hair of ber head, at- 
tempted to expreſs her duty and affection by 
ſome ſuch action, when ſhe beheld him 
riſen from the dead: But whatever the 
ceremony was, Jeſus forbad it, touch me not. 
We have the reaſon affigned for this pro- 
hibition; for I um not yet aſcended to my 
Father. There was no ſuch prohibition in 
the evening, when Jeſus appeared to the 


eleven, and them that were Wich them, and 


ſaid, handle me and ſee, for q ſpirit hath not 
ſb and bones, as ye ſee me have. And be 


If he 
was not immediately to aſcend, why might 
not Mary touth, hold, ot embrace him, iti 
the morning, as well as the diſciples in the 
evening © And ' wherefore' is this reaſon aſ- 
ſigned, for I am not yet aſcended We hade 
farther, a meſſage Nen to Mary: But go to 
my bretbren; and ſay unto them, I aſcend to 
my Father and your Father," and to my Go 
and your God. As Mary was not now in- 
dulged the liberty ſhe ſought, tis probable” 
this appearante of Jeſus was in order to gibe 
her this. meſſage, © rather than afford her an 
occaſion to experience the truth of his fe- 
ſurrection. And if he was not immediately” 
to aſcend, 'why was this ſpecial meſſage 
given in charge to ber? and why this . 
fitory. Wem ? Jeſus had $f Ris dei. 
» Luke xxiv. 39, 4% Obie 
ples 
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ples frequently before his paſſion, he ſhould 
ſhortly go to the Father ; and if he did not 
go till the end of forty days after his reſur- 
rection, to what purpoſe was Mary ſent with 
this embaſſh ? Say, it was fo refreſh their 
minds : 1 anſwer, could not Jeſus have re- 
freſhed their minds with this himſelf, when 
he appeared to them in the evening ? But, 
(and what is very remarkable) — Jeſus 
ſpake much to them before his paſſion, of his 
going to the Father, and now immediately 
after his refurreBtion, appears to Mary, and 
commiſſions her to fell the diſciples that he 
was going; he never after this, at any of. 
the ſeveral viſits he made to them, ſays a 
word of it as of a thing ſtill future. 

There is great reaſon to preſume that 
every appearance of Jeſus to his diſciples be- 
ſide that in Galilee, was ſudden and unex- 
pected. He promiſed, before his paſſion, he 
would meet them there, when he ſhould 
be riſen from the dead*. And at his reſur- 
rection both the Angels and Yeſus himſelf, 
reminds them, that "thy go ine Galilee, 
and there they ſhould ſee bim. Now Ras wn 
appearance 8 them in Galilee was not, 
haps, within a fortnight or three weeks - 
ter his reſurrection, and they were not ap- 
o& of having any other viſit, or of ſeeing 

mw where elſe 23 the words to Mary do 


Math. xxvi. 32. Mock nin 28. ; 115 
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co __ A Diſcourſe concerning 
not ſeem capable, by any art of criticiſm, 
of the following conſtructian which a great 
man has laboured to give them. As for 
© thee, thou needeſt not to be follicitous to 
touch or hold me now, thou wilt have 
© time ſufficient to converſe with me, and 
experiment the truth of my reſurrection; 
*« for I ſhall not immediately aſcend, but 
<« ſtay ſome time with you here on earth.“ 
Tis ſurprizing to me to find ſo great a 
man as Dr. Whitby, who © was once in- 
* clined from theſe words to think, that as 
te the ſacrifice was not only to be ſlain, but 
te the blood was to be brought into the /an- 
% Fuary, and there preſented before God, to 
© obtain the remiſſion of fins ; fo Chriſt here 
<« intimated, that having offered up His body 
* to the death, he, to compleat his prieftly 
* office, and procure the full pardon of our 
fins, was immediately to aſcend into the 
* heavenly ſanctuary, to preſent there his 
*© blood before God: For why elſe doth he 
* ſay, hold, or detain me not, for 1 have not 
* yet aſcended? Why doth he add theſe 
* words, go, tell my diſciples, I aſcend? ”' I 
lay, I am ſurprized to find the Doctor give 
up ſo judicious a thought in fear, as it were, 
of novelty, ** becauſe no commentator, antient 
e or modern, ever thought of ſuch a thing” 


as an immediate aſcent of our Lord after bis 


reſurrection. As Jeſus himſelf hath fo plainly 


b:nted the thing, no matter what commenta- 
| | tors 


the Priefiboed of | Jeſus Chriſt. 51 

tors have thought. - Jeſus naw entered on 

his exalted flate, was declared to be the jon 

of God with power, Lord and bead of the 
church which he had purchaſed, and as ſuch, 
was inaugurated a prieſt for ever. See 

Prop. II. Now the nature and reaſon of 

things may lead one to imagine, that He 

foon waited an bis God: and. Father, and was 
not Jong ordained à prigſt. before he had 

ſomewbat to offer ta him that. appointed bim. 
As it was a work, it muſt have its time; and 
what time more proper than immediately 
after bis inſtallment? And, indeed, in this 

view, the words have a beauty and pro- 

priety: Touch me not, I have not time to 
receive your compliments, or gratify your 
curioſity, for I am not yet aſcended to my Ra- 

ther, to perform my duty and your ſervice 
on this occafion. But go to my brethren, 
and ſay unto them, I aſcend to my fai her and 
your Father, to my God and your Gd; where 
told mem it was expedient for them that I 
ſhould go; and poſſibly that may remind 
them of my frequent ſaying, I go away and 
come again unto yu. But, if we follow the 
learned Doctor's paraphraſe, *© Touch me not, 
** ſpend not now thy time in touching my 
* body; jor 1 am not yet aſcended, I ſhall 
** nat+preſently aſcend t my Father: But go 

<< firſt to my brethren, and ſay unto them, 1 
e am ſhortly to aſcend to my Father and your 
* Father, and to my God and your God, to 
5 H 2 * do 
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32 Diiſcourſe concerning 

do for you the things of which I ſpake, 
„ Chap. xiv. 16.” Row j ane _ fore'd 
do the words appear ? 

The next paſſage obſervable, is, * 21, 
22, 23. of the ſame chapter. Then ſaid Fe- 
us to them again, Peace be unto you: as my 
Father bath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you. Aud, 
when he had ſaid this, he breathed. on them, 
and ſaith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. 
hk 2 2 ns ye remit, they are remitted 
unto them; and whoſe ſe ever fins ye retain, they 
are retained. N ow, though this form of 
ſalutation, Peace be to you, was the ſame, 
which Jeſus taught his diſciples to uſe, when 
he ſent them out to preach the goſpel” ; yet 
his redoubling of it to them t̃uice, at the 


time of his firſt appearance to them toge- 


ther, may lead one to imagine its being d- 


caſioned by his having preſented himſelf to, 
and been accepted by, the Father and thereby 


ſettled a laſting ground of peace. fi 
this to have been the caſe (to pen ln the 


levitical language) that he had enrerhd into 
the holy place, and made recontiliation for 


fins, and now ſhewed himſelf to them in 
token thereof; as the high prieſt under the 
"Jaw ſhewed himſelf to the people, who 


waited with ſome kind of impatience for his 
appearing, in order to ſatisfy them that he 


had performed the boly rites in an G 


Lake x. 5. 


ble 


had, it ſeems, all power given to him in hea- 


the Priefibood of Jeſus Chriſt, 53 
ble manner l ſay; ſuppoſing this to be the 
caſe, how appofite is this ſalutation, and the 
repetition thereof? But, not to lay any ſtreſs 
on this; we are told, Chap. vii. 39. that 
the Holy Ghoſt was not yet given, i. e. (as 
appears by the context) his diſciples did not 
then apprehend what the Scripture hath 


© fard concerning him; becauſe that Feſus 
was not yet glorified. But now, the Holy 


Ghoſt was given. Jeſus breathed on them, 
and ſaith to them, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt: 


i. e. as explained by St. Luke xxiv. 45. 


Then opened he their underſtanding, that they 


might underſtand the ſcriptures : Therefore 


Jeſus was now glorified. And, if his aſcen- 
ſion into heaven was his entrance into glory, 


his aſcenſion preceded the gift of the Holy 
Ohoeſt. d vos. 14 | $112} 
The next paſſage we ſhall mention, is 
Mattb. xxviii. 18. Aud Jeſus came, and 
ſpake unto them, ſaying, All power 15 given 


unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye there- 


fore, &c. Theſe words ſeem evidently de- 


clarative of the exaltation, dominion and 
authority of our Lord; and do, I think, 
ſuppoſe and imply, his having aſcended into 


beaven, when and where he was inveſted 


with all power by the Father. For, if he 


had not yet aſcended, how was it that all 


power in heaven was given unto him ? And, if 


he had not yet aſcended, what more glory 


could he receive, when he did aſcend? He 


3 ven 
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ven and earth ; more than which could not 

be given, or 10 receive. And, if the words 

do denote the compleat exaltation, dominion, 
and authority of our Lord; this exaltation 

pre- ſuppoſes his offering made, and Gele 

acceptance thereof, 

Another paſlage is that of our 5 to. 
the Hebrews, Chap, i. 3. Who, 'when be 
had by Himſelf (or by the offering up of 
Himſelf, Chap. vii. 27.) purged our fins, fat 
down on the right band of the Majeſty on 
bigh. In which is contained this principie, 
that the offering of Chriſt in heaven pre- 
ceded his glorious ſeſſion. M ben he bad 
purged our fins, he ſat down on the right ay 
of God; and not before. 

It may, perhaps, be asked, dos n 
this laſt mentioned text deſtroy the — 
of an aſcent of Jeſus to heaven, before that 
recorded in the iſt Chapter of the Adi, when 
* after the Lord had pat unto them; he 
was received up into heaven, and fat on the 
right band of God? 1s ſiting at the right 
hn of God conſiſtent with the appearances 
of Jeſus on earth? And did he Frequently 
ene and deſcend?” . 

In anſwer to which it may _Y ſaid, that 
the'terms, whereby this article of Chriſt's 
fitting at the, Father's right band, is en- 
preſſed, are of the-figurative ſort; and not 
70 15 underſtosd, as cincuraſeriing * 


W * Mak an. 39. 
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Almighty, who is an immenſe and pure 
Spirit, without bodily parts and organs; nor 
to repreſent Jeſus in a poſture of reſt and in- 
action. The words muſt be taken metapho- 
rically; and, in that ſenſe, they convey to 
us a moſt ſublime idea of the dominion, 
power, and glory, whereto jeſus is exalied 
by the Father. Now, what our author 
here fays, as likewiſe in another part of this 
epiſtle, that this Man, after he had offered 
one ſacrifice for fins, for ever ſat down on 
the right hand of God*; is very conſiſtent 
with his appearances on earth. For, as we 
have above ſeen, he had all power given ts 
him in heaven and earth, at the time of thoſe, 
appearances ; and can ſitting at the right 
hand of God, denote more? Again, can it 
be thought with any propriety, that fort) 
days intervened between the ſufferings and. 
glory of Ghriſt ? Himſelf ſeems to ſuppoſe 
the one ſucceeding the other, without any 
ſuch intervention". Again, if that, during 
the ſpace of forty days, he did: not aſcend 
to heaven, how did he diſpoſe of himſelf? 
During that time, his viſits were but ſeldom, 
chiefly on the firſt day of each week, Ac- 
cording to the largeſt computation I have 
ſeen, his appearances are reckoned but ele- 
ven; five of which are ſuppoſed to have 
been made on the day of his reſurrection, i. e. 


three in the morning, and tuo in the even- 


© chap, x. 12. * Luke xxiv. 26. 
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ing. Can it be thought our Lord hid him- 
felf the remainder of the time; or that he 
travelled about unknown, to preach his own 
goſpel ? If theſe queſtions are called imper- 
tinent, they are, however, occaſioned by a 
weak ſuppoſition. For, ſomewhere Jeſus muſt 
be, either in this world or another. And 
where, with any propriety, can we think he 
ſhould be, when he left his diſciples, but 
with bis Father ? That his tranſient viſits on 
earth were not inconſiſtent with his /effion in 
glory, is evident from that appearance, which 
he made above a twelve month after the aſ- 
cenſon, recorded in it As, in order to 
convert Saul, and conſtitute him an Apoſtle, 


and a witneſs of his re ſurrection s 


Theſe are the paſſages of ſcripture whic 
ſeem to afford a probable proof of an imme- 
diate aſcent of jeſus to heaven after his re- 
ſurrection; when he made that preſentment, 
or tender, of HIMSELF to his Father, which 


* Acts ix. 1 Cor. ix. 1. xv. 8. 

Y As I knew nothing of Mr. Vhiſton's Eſſay upon the ſeve- 
ral Aſcenſions of Chriſt, till ſince this was written for the preſs, 
I have a pleaſure to find my thoughts, on moſt of theſe pal- 
ſages, ſimilar to his. There is one objection to the ſeveral 
aſcenſions of Chriſt, taken from Heb. ix. 12. By his own 
Blood he entered in once into the holy place : Which he has ef- 
fectually anſwered. The high prieſt went once every year, i. e. 
(ſaith he) He entered in but upon one day in the year into 
«« the moſt holy place, which is the apoſtle's meaning here 


© by once; tho' he four ſeveral times, that day entered 


„ thereinto.” But that St. Luke, Chap. xxiv. and Acts i. 
ſpeaketh of two different aſcenſions, as Mr. Whifton thinks; 
I cannot grant: Nor does it appear, to me, that any but 
what is called the final aſcenſion of our Lord, was wifible to 
his diſciples. | 

| | | we 


the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt, 5 


we call bis offering, or ſacrifice, I have but 
one more to ſubjoin, and that I think will 
ſhew that the manner of it was, by way of 
ſolemn. addreſs and worſhip. | 
Heb. x. 5,6, 7. Wherefore when he cometh 
into the world, be ſaith, ſacrifice and offer- 
ing thou wouldeſi not, but a body thou haſt 
fitted me. In burnt offerings and ſacrifices 
for fin thou baſt had no pleaſure.. Then ſaid J, 
lo I come (in the volume of the book it is 
written of me) to do thy will, O God, 
I am ſenſible that very great and leatned 
men do underſtand theſe words of Chriſt's 
aſſumption of the human nature and his being 
born into the world in it; and have conſi- 
dered them as ſpoken by him before bis 
coming, and with relation to it, But that 
they relate to his prieſtly character and 
function, is, I think, apparent upon 7wo 
| accounts, which I ſubmit to my reader's 
1 judgment. Firſt, It is of Cbriſt, in 1 
new ſtate, our author chiefly and principally 
treateth in this epiſtle; and not of Gbriſt in 
: the Jewiſh ſtate or preſent world. It ſeems 
only as preparatory. to the new—he taketh 
Y any notice of him in the old. And it is 
- certain, in another place, where he ſpeaks 
k of Chriſt's coming, or being brought into the 
c world, he doth not mean his yncarnation 
y and firſt appearance in fleſh, when he en- 
s, tred on the ſtage of human life, and was 
It made under the law; but of his entering 
. * into 
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58 A Diſcourſe concerning 
into that new diſpenſation of things; - call'd 
the future age, or the world to come, which 
bore date from his reſurrection; when his 
dominion was eſtabliſhed over the Angels, 
and they, by whoſe miniſtry the law itſelf 
was given, were required to pay him ho- 
mage :—thus we read, chap. 1. 6. When 
he brings again the firſt begotten from the 
dead into the world*, be ſaith, And let all 
the angels o God worſhip bim. Add to this, 
chap. 11. 5. For unto the angels hath he not 
put in fubjeftion the Teorld „ kene, whereof 
we ſpeak: and, I think, it will make it 
protable that, by the world, here, the new 
ſtate, or cod to come, is intended. And, 
if this be true, it gives us the fix d, deter- 
minate time, when the words were ſpoken, 
or are ſuppoſed to be ſpoke, by Chrift, vig. 
at his entrance into the neu-made world: 
wherefore, when he cometh into the world, 
he ſaith, Cc. | h 
Secondly, The connection and ſcope of 
the words do moſt naturally lead one to ap- 
ply them to Chriſt, in his ſacerdotal capa- 
city and office. Our author in the forego- 
ing part of his chiſtle, had deſcribed Jeſus 
to be a miniſter of holy things in the true ta- 
bernacle, the holy place not-made with hands, 
which the Jeuiſh tabernacle and high prief 
who officiated therein once a year, ſerved 


Vid. Whitby in loc. 


to 
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to adumbrate; being only a copy of a pat- 
tern ſhewn to Moſes in the mount*, not the 
pattern itſelf, much leſs the original, and 
conſequently in compariſon thereof, a re- 
mote and diſtant figure, or meer ſhadow. 
And, having ſpoke of the perfection of 
Chriſt's miniſtry and facrifice in beaven', 
he proceeds to ſhew the wweaRneſi and in- 
ſufficiency of theſe ſhadows ; that what they 
did, and what they offered, could nat poſſibly 
take away fins for ever. Now, after this 
repreſentation, is it natural to imagine that 
our author ſhould run back to the incarna- 
lion cf Chriſt, and ſpeak of that, or in rela- 
tion thereto, in thoſe very terins, by which 
he had before uſhered him into the: new 
world, in the quality of our great hig pg 
and Lord? I rather think, he proſecutes 
his ſubject; and, from obſerving that it 
was not poſſible for the blood of bulls and of 
goats, which the Aaronical prieſts offered, 
to take away fins; he proceeds to ſhew the 
excellent and effectual miniſtry of Chrift in 
the heavenly ſanctuary to that end. And 
this he deſcribes, in the words before us, 
Wherefore when he cometh into the world he 
faith, ſacrifice and offering thou wouldeſt not, 
but a body thou haſt fitted me. In burnt f. 
ferings and ſacrifices for fin thou hajt had no 
pleaſure. Then ſaid I, bo, I come (in the 


* Chap. viii, 5. » Chap. ix. 25, 26. © Chap. x. 1, @, 3. 
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volume of the book it is written of me) to do 
thy will, O Ged. And to make it ſtill more 
evident, that this relateth to Chriſt's ſacer- 
dotal miniſtry, our author adds, verſe 10. 
By the which will we are ſanctiſied, through 


the offering of the body of Jeſus once for all. 
i. e. This preſentation, or tender, here 
made of himſelf in our /tkeneſs, faſhion 
or habit, as nan, to the divine will, has 
effectually ſanctified, both as to body and 
mind, all who worſhip God through 
him. As for werſe 8, 9. I apprehend 
they ſhould be read in a parentbefis, in 
which our author confiders the words, as 
uttered by David, and applies them to his 
purpoſe, viz. to ſhew that David himſelf 
was convinced of the inſufficiency of the legal 
facrifices, and did in effect, fake them away, 
that he might eſtabliſh: obedience to the 5 


vine will, in ſome farther appointments. 


After ſuch great encomiums on Chriſt's 
miniſtry, and ſo many particulars in relation 
to it, as had been given them, it was natu- 
ral for the Hebrews to enquire, how the ſer- 
vice was performed, and what paſſed on the 
occaſion ? © You have told us Chrift is a 
great high prieſt for us in heaven, and hath, 
by the offering up of himſelf, done that 
which the legal prieſthood and ſacrifices 
could not do: How, and in what manner 
did he make his offering“? I ſuppoſe our 
author, aware of bis, provideth for their 
ſatisfaction herein, by borrowing the _— 
0 


the Prieſtbood of Jeſus Chriſt, 6tr 
of a great king and prophet of their own na- 
tion, and putting them, with a little varia- 
tion, into the mouth of our Lord. There 
is no paſſage in the whole Fewiſh writings 
more beautiful and apt to the deſign and 
and ſcope of our author's argument, nor per- 
haps better ſuited to give one an idea of that 
grand tranſaction. Not to repeat what has 
been already ſaid under PRoP. IV. Coror; 
I, II, III. to which I refer the reader: 
let me here ob/erve, that God was now to 
eſtabliſh a ſprr::ual worſhip, under Jeſus 
the great high prieſt: wherefore, when he 
came to preſent himſelf in this character 
before the throne and make his offering, it 
mult undoubtedly be conceived of, as @ ra- 
tional ſervice, an act of the -ſublimeſt wor- 
ſhip. I will ſuppoſe it to be thus When 
he was brought again from the dead, and 
entred into the beavenly ſanctuary before 
the throne of the Majeſty on high, he ſaid, 
„ ſacrifice and offering have not ſufficiently 
e diſcovered thy regard to mankind ; and 
therefore thou wouldeſt not continue them 
* any longer; but haſt fitted me with a body 
** for that diſcovery. In burnt offerings and 
e ſacrifices for fin, which they have offered, 
* thou haſt had no pleaſure, in compariſon 
* of obedience and moral virtue. Then 
e ſaid J, bo, I come, (what I have hitherto 


* done is on record, in the volume of the 


* book it is written of me;) what farther 
* ſervice 
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62 Diſcourſe concerning 
ce ſervice thou haſt in this my immortal ſtate 
« for thy glory and their perfection, I give 
„ myſelf up t do thy will, O my God!.“ 
If I have hit on the true ſenſe of theſe 
paſſages of ſcripture, they throw ſome con- 
ſiderable light on the ſubject: However, 
the reader. will pleaſe to remember I ſtate 
the PRoeos1T10N as probable only. If the 
magnificent pomp, with which Jeſus was 
conducted into heaven, the obeiſance he 
made, and the very words he uttered, on 
the preſentment of himſelf before the ex- 
cellent glory, had been more clearly and 
fully revealed to us than they are; I do not 
know that it wauld anſwer any more than 
a ſpeculative uſe. The high prieſt's fidehty 
in, and God's acceptance of, the ſervice, 
was what the Tewiſß church chiefly advert. 
ed to: and Chriſt's having accompliſhed the 
ſervice of God to our ſalvation, is the grand 
important point, whether we have hit-on 
the preciſe time, or have the ceremony ex- 
actly deſcribed to us or not. 


PRor- 


the Priefibood of Jeſus Chriſt. 63 


PROrOSTTION VI. 


The offering of Jeſus Chriſt in heaven is 
fitly ſtiled an expiatory or atoning ſa- 
erifice. © e I 


1 NOW come to ſpeak ſomewhat con- 
cerning the nature of Chriſt's ſacrifice.” 
And, without entring into any curious en- 
quiry about the origin of ſacrifices, it is 
certain, from revelation, that God approved 
of the practice. In the worſhip himſelf 
preſcribed to the Jeus, various forts and 
kinds are mentioned; ſuch as the burnts 
offering, the peace-offering, and the in, ot 
treſpaſs-offering. Theſe were all religious 
acts of acknowledgment. The burnt-offering 
was an acknowledgment of 'God, 'as the 
creator and governor of the world: the 
peace. offering, of particular favours and 
benefits received from him; and the in or 
treſpaſs-offering, of fins committed againſt 
him, either wilfully or through ignorance. 
'Tis thoſe of the laſt denomination, which 
relate to our preſent ſubje&t, _ 

The /n or treſpaſs-offering (for here we 
have no need to diſtinguiſh them) as it fu 
poſed the perſon who voluntarily brought 
it, in a ſtate of penitence, truly ſenfible 
of his guilt, of which he made confeſſion 

when 
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64 . Diſcourfe concerning 
when he laid his hands on the bead of tbe 


ſacrifice; ſo it ſuppoſed God propitious 


who ordained the. {ervice, .. Tis plain, it 
was not to be ſubſtituted in the room of 
moral virtue, but was rather intended to 
cheriſh and promote moral virtue. For a 
conſcious ſenſe, and an ingenuous acknow- 
ledgment of treſpaſſes, was not only hereby 
encouraged; but, where the treſpaſs was 
a matter of fraud, reſtilution and ſatifacti- 
on to the injured perſon was made previouſly 
neceſſary to it. And, as it was, not to take 
place, or be in the ſtead, of moral virtue, 
tis no leſs evident the ſervice was not 76 
make God propitious, or to cauſe a diſpoſi- 
tion he had not before. The inſtitution 
was his, having his approbation and, warrant, 
which could not ariſe bat from his great 
n and goodneſs. 

If it be ask d, whether God might not 
as well have pardoned the. pemtent Jews, 


without preſcribing any ſuch. rites” ?. the 


ſolutioa hereof ſeems to depend on another 
queſtion, namely, „ whether, as a nation 
or body-politick, he could not as well have 
governed them, without inſtitutions of an 


outward and viſible kind?” I think the 


negative is plain. God was their king and 


fevereign, He formed them into à people, 


and was conſidered as locally preſent with 


them. As he was their law. gi ver, yo”, 


8 partook of the nature of moral evil, 
non 3 | being 


the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt, 65 
being a violation of truth; an act of diſobe- 
dience to his will and rightful authorrty.. 
The honour of the Gone rectitude was, 
therefore, evidently intereſted in this olity, 
and was as neceſſary to be regarded on the 
one hand, as the good of the people on the 
other. In regard to both, it was fit and ne- 
ceflary,' vide and impurity ſhould be diſcoun- 
tenanced publickly.” And in this view, that 
method was fitteſt and beſt that ſecured the 
divine holineſs, and expoſed fin; whilſt it 
exhibited- an a of grace. To this end; 
theſe ſacrifices: ſeem to — been introduced 
into this conſtitution. And as no ſtate can 
well ſubſiſt, without particular laws ; iſo no 
wiſe legiſlature ever thought the penitence of 
offenders a ſufficient reaſon to . with 
their execution. "I 
That theſe ſacrifices were expiatory; 18 
clave and plain both from the od and mew 
teſtament : and that they were appointed for 
the expiation of moral as well as ceremenidl 
and political guilt, . ſee what has been fail 
under Pkxop. IV. CoRor. II. How and in 
1ohat ſenſe they expiated ; is an enquiry ne- 
ceflary to our — ſubject. And without 
difficulty 1 ſuppoſe it will be granted, that the 
expiatory quality, or virtue, to atone for ſin, 
lay not in the nature of the things ſacrificed] 
What amends. for the violation of ' his laws; 
can there be in giving to God a coſtly ſacri- 
fice ? Will by eatithe fleſh of butts,” and drink 
the blood of goats? If, abſurd as it is, that 
| e Was 
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66 A Diſcourſe concerning 
was the caſe, is not the world bis, and the 
fuineſs thereof ? In reſpe& to any ſecret ge- 
nuine virtue or worth, the blood of bulls and 
of goats never took away fins at all; and 
it is impoſſible it ſhould. | 
But, it may be asked, how then did 
© tle blood of bulls and of goats take away 
*« ſeveral particular fins, recited in the law, 
* and procure, for the nation in general, an 
« annual atonement ?”* I] anſwer, not from 
any aptitude, or fitneſs in the blood, or the 
ſpronkling thereof; but by God's ordination 
and appointment of it to that purpoſe. The. 
whole was a mere ceremony, and derived all 
its efficacy from a poſitive command. Tho 
the prieſt did hereby make an atonement ; 
God's gracious appointment and acceptance 
alone render'd it ſignificant and available. 

It may be farther asked, ©* whether theſe 
t ſacrifices had not a pical nature, or pre- 
« figuration, in them, of the ſacrifice of Fe- 
* ſus Chriſt; and did not from thence derive 
an atoning virtue? I anſwer in the ne- 
gative. ' 19090) 

That the law had a figure of things future, 
a fhadow of good things to come”, is certain, 
But, where lay this figure or ſhadow ? Not 
in the places, or poſitive obſervances, which 
the law preſcribed ; but in the «ſes they were 
appointed to. Thus the inner tabernacle 


* Heb. ix. 8, 9. Chap. x. 1. 


the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt. 67 
was @ ſbadow of heaven; not from the buzld- 
ing itſelf, but from the refidence. of the She- 
chinah, or cloud of glory, therein. So the 
ceremonies of divine worſhip were ſhadows of 
the worſhip of God, through Chriſt, not 
from any fimilitude, or likeneſs, they bore 
thereto; otherwiſe than their being God's 
appointed means, under that veconomy, of dij- 
penſing his favours to the worſhippers. And, 
if any ſhould fay, that the holy Ghoſt, in 
* and by the legal preſcriptions, taught 
e thoſe, who were pious and wiſe, to ex- 
e pect ſome future greater good things; I 
ſee no reaſon to contradict them. This, it is 
certain, the holy Ghoſt jignified, whether 
any attended to it or not, that, as long as 
that particular conſtitution, or way of wor- 
ſhip laſted, they were in a ſtate of imper- 
tet abſalution, and excluded the neareſt ac- 
ceſs that might be to God, the high prieſt 
alone in his annual ſervice excepted. But 
that every legal rite prefigured ſome 
Chriſtian myſtery, is, I apprehend, very 
deſervedly exploded. An eminent Divine, 
to whom I am particularly obliged for any 
juſt conception I have of theſe matters, 
faith, after mentioning Heb. x. 1. Col. ii. 7. 
Heb, viii. From theſe and ſuch like ge- 
© neral expreſſions, ſome, miſtaking the. 


* Dr. Sylebs EJſay upon the truth of the Chriftian Relighen 
p. iSs, 186. 
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68 A Diſcourſe concerning 


deſign of the Apoſtle in this ſort of com- 


w 


«© pariſons, have aſſerted that all the Moſaic 
*© rites were types of, or were deſigned to 
* preſignify future events; and that the 
** Goſpel is to be found in the Pentateuch. 
« An inference as wide from the Apoſtle's 
argument as is poſſible! his intent was 
all along to ſhew the great advantage of 
the Goſpel over the law of Moſes; and in 
* order to this he had inſtanced in ſeveral 
„ particulars, in every one of which Chri- 
0 — had the advantage, as much as 
the ſubſtance has the pre-eminence above a 
* ſhadow, They were all, if compared 
with the goſpel-ſtate of things, mere 
* trifles. If, the ſhadow of things to come, 
*< fignifies, à prefiguration of future events, 
** which are thoſe events in chriſtianity, to 
*© which the Few:/h new-moons, Col. ii. 16. 


or the Jewiſh meats and drinks have a re- 


* ſpe? or how did the law of Moſes made 
up of commands about per ſons, times, places, 
* and. ſacriſices, prefigure a diſpenſation, 
* where regard to ſacrifices, holy perſons, 
times, and places, are fo far from being 
any ways eminently enjoined, that they 
are all declared, in effect, uſeleſs? Can a 
particular holy place in the law be deſign- 
ed as a-prefiguration of a ſtate, where a/l 
places are equally holy, and a ſervice 
* offered up in ſpirit and in truth in all 


places is declared acceptable? The law 


e therefore 


* * C 2 


the Prieſtbood of Jeſus Chriſt. 69 
* therefore is declared to have ſo little of the 
<« goſpel-in it, that it was a perfect mere 
* ſhadow, without any of the truth of thing: 
in it; vid. Joun L 17. cap. iv. 24. 5 
And again: 
Ihere is no one thing has made the New 
« T, e/tament the ſubject of ridicule to Fewsand 
bc Infidels,, ſo much as the abſurd inferences 
c which Chriſtians uſually have drawn from 
10 paſſages, which viſibly contain not one 
** tittle of what is pretended : Nor is it 
e fible to conceive what real injury this bes 
done to the cauſe of Chriſtianity, To 
« ſee the moſt glaring and eminent follies 
«© and weakneſſes of men ſanctified by di- 
* vine words, and vended as important 
e truths, or put upon the world as the re- 
velation of God, is entirely to alienate 
© men's minds from truth, and to make 
* them take refuge in any thing, rather 
* than in the books of divine wiſdom *,” | 
If the reader is yet unwilling to part with 
the legal, expiatory ſacrifices, as types of 
Chriſt, let him pleaſe. to conſider, that, in 
order to conſtitute a type, a divine warrant, 
as well as analgy, are neceſſary. Now, 
when were ſuch ſacrifices appointed to be 
types? To ſay, they had from the beginning 


a myſtical ſhadow, or -prefiguration, of 


Chriſt, in them, is begging the queſtion, We 
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70 A Diſcourſe concerning 
are not certain, as to the origin of ſacrifices 
in general, whether it was diuine, or of hu- 
man invention only; much leſs that God 
ordained theſe in particular to be types of 
Chriſt. On ſuppoſition that they were from 
the beginning typical of him, I aſk, muſt not 
the pagan ſacriſices, which appear to have 
been little elſe but the patriarchal i, be my- 


ſtical too; and prefigure by their Alain beafts, 


Chriſt to be flain? If ſo, may it not be ſaid, 
that unto them was the goſpel preached, as 
well as to the Jews and patriarchal fathers? 
But this, I doubt, will make frange typical 
divinity. Or, if it be ſaid, theſe ſacrifices 
were appointed to be types, at the time when 
they were preſcribed to the Fews; proof, if 
there be any, may eaſily be made appear. But 
where, in the law or the prophets, ſhall we find 
it ? For my own part, I have not been able to 
diſcover any hint of that kind in the law of 
Moſes : And, as tor the prophets, one of 
them declares that God had, comparatively 
ſpeaking, no concern in the inſtitution of 
facrifices ; which tis not probable he would 
have done, were they prefigurations, and 

ophetical of the ſacrifice of Chriſt. Thus 


faith the Lord, —For I ſpake not unto your 


Fathers, nor commanded them, in the day 
that I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt, concerning burnt-offerings or ſacrifices, 


s Difin4ion of ſacrifices, page 3. 


Jer. 


the  Prieftbood of Jeſus Chriſt. 7 
Jer. vii.' 21, 22. And it has been ob- 
ſerved, by ſeveral learned men, that the 
ages directing facrifices, Levit.i.: 2. and 
b. 1. are — permiſſion, than any ex- 
preſs and poſitrve - Fonda of thoſe things. 
The author to the Hebrews diſcovers no no- 
tion of their having any ſuch relation, of 
primary deſign, to fypify and prefigure Je- 
ſus Chriſt, but, on the contrary, treats them 
as carnal ordi NAnCes, impoſed until the — 
of reformation. Nor will *analo 
reſemblance, in theſe ſacrifices, to the Fork 
fice of Jeſus Chriſt, appear more evident to 
make them types, than doth a divine _ 
rant, Let us purſue this myſtica! 
perhaps we ſhall find it no Where — 
but in the wild fancies and imaginations of 
men. We have this principle granted“, to 
take with us, that, in a there is 
ſome outward and ſenfible thing 'neceſfary; 
in order to make the repreſentation, dt 


adumbration. Now where lieth the au. 


brating figure of Chriſt's ſacrifice, in ' the 
legal exprations?” It muſt, I think, 'be either 
in the ſubjef# facrificed, or in the names 
and action of performing it. I will ſuppoſe 
my reader to have a better taſte than to be 
entertained with idle conceits ; and therefore, 
without enquiring whether there be any 
likeneſs, and qwhat, in a bullock, a gout, à 


> Chap. ix. 10. Mather on Thpes. | 
1 lamb, 
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72 A Diſcourfe concerning 
lamb, a dove, a pigeon, to the bleſſed Jeſus ; 

all which the law appointed for atoning ſa- 
crifices ; 1 will take it for granted, that the 
type, or adumbrating figure, lay in the blood 
and death of the ſubject. For, though a 
lamb, a dove, a pigeon, are emblems of meek- 
neſs and innocence; virtues ee in 
our Lord; it will by no means follow that 
theſe were therefore typical of him in ſacri- 


fice. Nor will his being called the Lamb of 


God, and the lain Lamb, be proof ſufficient 
that Lambs in facrifice were typical of him, 
without confining the type to that ſubject 
only: For where is he called a Bullock, a 

Goat, or a Pigeon? I ſay, I will take fox 
granted that the adumbrating figure lay in 
The blood and death of the ſubject. But here 
we are reduced to another dilemma, namely, 
that every atoning ſacrifice was not made in 
blood and death, and, conſequently, was not 
typical of Chriſt's facrifice, I have here in 
view the inanimate ſacrifice; the poor ' man's 
Vn · offering, which was the tenth part of an 
epba of fine flour. Levit. v. 11—13. But, 
57 he be not able to bring two turtle doves or 
two young pigeons; then be that ſinned, ſhall 
bring for his offering the tenth part of an 
— of fine flour for a fin-affering' ; be ſhall 


put no oil upon it, neither ſhall he put any 


frankincenſe thereon : for it is a fin-offering, 


And the prieſt ſhall make an atonement for 
him, as teuching the mn that he hath finned, | 
and 


/ NT > eos Cats 


tle Priefthood of Jeſus Chriſt, 73 
and it fhall be forgiven him, Now, if the 
outward and viſible ſign prefiguring, was the 
blood and death of the ſulject; this ſacrifice, 
being deſtitute of blood and death, could 
not prefigure the ſacrifice of Chriſt. And, 
if atonement was made by a facrifice that had 
no typical reſpect to Chriſt, (for the prie/s 
taking and burning his bandful of the meal, 
will make as poor a figure for the purpoſe, 
as the miller's grinding and dreſſing it) it is 
plain its atoning force and virtue muſt be 
derived elſewhere : For it could not ariſe 
from a relation it had not. And, if atone- 
ment was made, where no blood, nor any 
reſpect to blood, was; we may conclude, 
that the atoning virtue in thoſe oferings, 
where was blood, lay not in the blood, nor in 
any thing peculiarly adumbrated thereby. 

By the way ; what . has been above faid 
may aſſiſt us to underſtand our author in the 
following paſſage. And almoſt ail things are 
by. the law purged with blood; and © without 
Shedding of blood is no remiſſion.. If the 
laſt clauſe be extended to the law of fin- 
offerings in general, it is not true: For, 
without ſhedding of blood, there was re- 
miſſion. The prieſt made an atonement for 
the poor man, as touching the fin that 


* A perſon of great abilities is pleaſed to inform me, that 

the word a/moft ſhould here be repeated. And almoſt with- 

rt ſhedding of blood is no remiſſion. g 
1 Chap. ix. 22. 
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74 A Diſcourſe concerning 


he had ſinned, and it was forgiven him, 
even Where no blood was ſhed, or to be 
ſhed. But, if it be reſtrained to the parti- 
cular ſervice, the law preſcribed, for a na- 
tional expiation, there it will hold ; without 
ſhedding of blood, on that ſolemn, publick 
occaſion, was uo remiſſion. The firſt clauſe 
evidently relates to the common, perſonal, 
expiatory ſacrifices; and the almoſt, is de- 
ſigned to except the poor, whoſe offences 
the law did not require to be purged with 
bleed ; the burning of a little fine four cleanſed 
as well. The paſlage 1s plainly relative to 
what our author had ſpoken, ſeveral verſes 
before, touching the daily and annual ſer- 
vices for fin, performed by the prieſts, 
which was chiefly in blood ; and has no 
connection with the immediately preceding 
account of Moſes, of his dedicating the co- 
venant, the tabernacle, and all the veſſels of 
the miniſtry, for theſe were all ſprinkled 
with blood. But to return ; 

I have here ſuppoſed the notion of Chriſt's 


; ſacrifice, as made directly in blood and death, 


to be true : And, if it be exceeding difficult, 
if not impoſſible, to find even that prefigured 
by the victims of old; what of a typical re- 
ſpect will they bear to his ſacrifice, when it 
is conſidered rightly as a living one? Let 
the reader turn to Prop, IV. Corol. II, III. 
and the mytical ſhadow will vaniſh and fly 


away. 


Enough, 


the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt, 75 


Enough, I apprehend, has been faid to 
ſhew wherein the atoning virtue of the legal 
ſacrifices lay; not in themſelves, nor in any 
typical relation they bore, but ſo/ely in God's 
poſitive appointment of them, And from 
hence we may eaſily collect the reaſon why, 
or upon what account, they were called 
expiatory, or propitiatory. Not becauſe of 
any inherent quality they had, to affect the 
Almighty, excite and draw forth compaſ- 
ſion, and diſpoſe him to mercy ; nor from 
any intrinſick worth and excellency in them, 
to compen/ate, make amends, or ſatisfy, for 
the offence committed : But becauſe the 
were the public eftabliſhed means, * 
the penitent finner might come nigh unto God, 
and be abſolved. That might well be called 
an expiatory, or atoning ſacrifice, in which 
grace was peculiarly exhibited, the offender 
juſtified or forgiven, and admitted into a 
ſtate of peace and reconciliation. When I 
ſay it may well be fo called, I mean in a 
ſecondary and leſs proper ſenſe ; as when we 
aſcribe to means and inſtruments, what we 
receive in, and by, their uſe. But there's 
another reaſon, perhaps, for aſcribing the 
terms propitiation, atonement, &c. to theſe 
ſacrifices, namely, the general ſentiments of 
the heathen world, that the gods were to 
be appeaſed by them. The low and un- 
worthy notions of the divine nature, into 
which the bulk of mankind had fallen, 
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76 A Diſcourſe concerning 


eaſily led them to aſcribe an undue efficacy 
to theſe acts of religion, and to believe they 
ſatistied, or made atonement, for ſins. A 
** certain apprehenſion and perſuaſion, faith 
* Archbiſhpp Tillotſon , had very early and 
t univerſally obtained among mankind, con- 
* cerning the expiation of fin, and appeals 
* 1ng the offended deity, by ſacrifices: By 
5 the ſacrifices of living creatures, of birds 
* and beaſts; and afterwards by human 
* ſacriſices, and the blood of their ſons and 
* daughters; By offering unto God, as the 
* expreſſion is in the prophet, their firſt born 
* for their tranſgreſſion, and the fruit of 
* their b:dy for tbe fin of their fouls.” And, 
if what he intimates is true, as indeed it 
ſeems to be, that ** a very great part of the 
“ Jewith religion was inſtituted of God, in 
* plain condeſcenſion to the general appre- 
© henſion of mankind, concerning this way 
« of appeaſing the offended deity by ſacri- 
“ ficez;” there is ground to think that the 


fin, or treſpaſs-offering, was peculiarly in- 


tended to be the mean of reſtoring offenders, 
in caſes not capital, to that favour and 
friendſhip with God, which the pagan, ſa- 
crifices only attempted to effect. The Jews 


had thoſe very advantages by. the law, 


which the Gentiles, without it, ſought for 
in vain, And if their facrifices were called 


| J 3-3 \ TX, 
n Hermon concerning the ſacrifice and ſatigfaction of Chrift,. 


expiratory, 


the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt. 77 


expiatory, which had nothing but antiqurty, 
ſuperſtition, and wwill-worſhip to ſupport the 
practice of; more properly might theſe of 
the Jews be fo called, which were adopted, 
of God himſelf, into their religion, and 
made the means to diſpenſe his pardon by, 
for many failures of duty, 

When, theiefore, we read of exprating 
guilt by ſacrifices, as was commonly and or- 
dinarily done, for private perſons, in ſundry 
caſes; or, that the high prieſt entered into 
the holy place within the vail, and there 
made an atonement for the children of Ijrael 
in general, for all their fins once a year, as 
the Lord commanded Moſes, Levit. xvi. 
we are not to imagine that, by any thing 
done or offered, the Almighty was appeaſed, 
his anger and wrath qualified, and allayed, 
by an equivalent, or any thing pointing 
thereto, and thereby made propitious and 
kind. Tho' without ſheding of blood, on 
this public anniverſary, was no remiſſion; 
yet remiſſion was not obtained of God, by 
any effect, or virtue, that the blood, or the 
miniſtration of it, had on him. An atone- 
ment, or expiation, in this ſtrict and rigid 
ſenſe, ſacrifices neither were nor could be. 
They were mere ceremonies; and derived 
their worth from a poſitive inſtitution. 
Thus, on the great day of atonement, the 
prieſt, properly habited, firſt entered with a 
cenſer of coals and ſweet incenſe, which he 
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78 A Diſcourſe concerning 


burnt, either by way of perfume, to pre- 
pare the place for the divine Majeſty, or to 
raiſe a cloud of ſmoke that might veil or 
obſcure the piercing brightneſs of the glory 
which appeared on the mercy ſeat ; and then 
taking the blood of the bullock and goat, he 
brought it in, and ſprinkled. it with his 
finger once towards the top of the mercy ſeat, 
and before the mercy ſeat ſeven times. 
What was the moral of all this, but that, 
notwithſtanding the perfect rectitude and 
holineſs of God, he was diſpoſed to ſhew 
mercy to his people ? 

Having ſeen how and in what ſenſe the legal 
ſacrifices were expiatory; namely, becauſe that, 
in and by their appointment, and uſe, God 
was pleaſed to diſcover his grace and favour 
in remtting fins; we are next to conſider 
the fitneſs of aſcribing propitiation and atone- 
ment to the ſacrifice of Chriſt in heaven. As it 
is with good reaſon ſuppoſedthat the euiſbex- 
piatory ſacrifices were borrowed from the well 
known common worſhip and practice of all 
nations in religion; and it 1s certain that 
they really were, by divine appointment, 
in ſome ſenſe expiatory and propitiatory for 
the Jews, as they were means by which they 
were purified, abſolved, and qualified to ap- 


proach God in his tabernncle and temple ; fo 


1 cannot but ſupppoſe that the terms propi- 
tiation and atonement, aſcribed to the mini- 
ad of Chriſt, are chiefly borrowed from 

the 


the Priefthood of Jeſus Chriſt. 79 


the Fews, and accommodated principally 
to them. I fay chiefly and principally bor- 
rowed of, and accommodated to, the Fews ; 
their ſacrifices being of more account, and 
under a better regulation than thoſe of 
the Gentiles were, Nor is this mere ſuppo- 
ſition: the evidence bears ſtrongly on my 
mind, that, as Chriſt was inveſted 11th prieſt- 
hood, in accommodation to the Fewiſh church 
(as was taken notice of in the introduction 
to this Diſcourſe) the miniſtry. and above- 
mentioned effects thereof, deſcribed by the 

terms propitiation, atonement, &c. muſt all 
be underſtood, by way of accommedationthere- 
to. Taking the propitiation and atonement 
of Chriſt in this ſenſe, by no .means dero- 
gates from his prieſthood, That, as has 
been ſhewn, by a CorRoLLARY drawn from 
Proy. III. is founded on the . covenant 0 


grace, and not the covenant of grace founded 


on his prieſthood. The covenant was pub- 
liſhed, its terms explained, and forgiveneſs 
with God declared, by Chriſt, before he was 
called of God an high-prieſt, or inducted 
into, or diſcharged any duty belonging to, 
that office. The eſſential goodneſs and love 


of God gave birth to the whole ſcheme of 


redemption ; and no office, which Chriſt 
ſuſtains, in that ſcheme, can be other than 
an effeft, not cauſe, of that goodneſs. So 
that we muſt for ever give up the notion of 
Chriſt's pacifying and appeafing the divine 

2 juſtice, 
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Juſtice, cauſing a mercifol diſpoſition to ariſe 
in the deify, or being, in the ſtrict and rigid 
ſenſe of the word, a propitiation for us. 
In oßection to what has been ſaid, it ou 
be asked, How and in what fenſe did Chri 
— his blood for many for the remiſſion of 
? No pious * is offended, when 
told. that Chriſt en he fays, this is my 
body, ſpeaks in a figurative and improper 
ſenſe; and ſuch would ſurely bear to hear 
that Chriſt ſpoke in the ſame language, in the 
paſſage before us, if they did but duly at- 
tend thereto. However, to. obviate this 
objection, it may be obſerved, that, as the 
notion of remiſſion, or pardon, of fins, im- 
plies grace or favour ; the notion of compen- 


ſation, or ſati faction, for fins, price, or 


purchaſe, of remiſſion, deſtroys grace, "of 


favour. For how free ſoever remi ifſion may 


come fo the ſinner, it comes not free from 
God, if he be paid an equivalent for it. 
This I deſire may "he noted, leſt we wrong- 
ly conceive of this part of redemption, through 
the blood of Chriſt, and not according to the 

riches of God's grace*, which is ablolutehy 
impugned, and diminiſhed, by the doctrine 
of a ſubſtitution and ſatisfa&ion. Tho? his 
bluod be the price, and purchaſe, of 1h 


church, ſo that every chriſtian is the Lord's? 


Matth. xxvi. 29. © Eph. i. 7. ads xx. 28. 1 cor. 


vi. 20. Vil. 22, 23. 
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feed. man; his blood is not the price and 


purchaſe of pardon. Chriſt hath redeemed 
us not from, or out of, the hands of God, 
but from à vain converſation; from ſin, un- 
fo God, by his blood. His blood is rather the 
mean of conveying pardon to us from God, 
than of procuring pardon of God for us. 
Remiſſion is @ free-gift from God, tho' 
Jeſus, in bringing of it to us, exper.ded 
his blood. | EO 

I am ſenſible, much has been ſaid to 
qualify the doctrine of ſatisſaction, and ta- 
rallels have been invented to reconcile it 
with that of grace; but without troubling 
myſelf or reader therewith, let us go to the 
plain matter of fact, and conſider the cha- 
rafter, which Chriſt bore, and the occaſcon 
whereon he ſhed his blood, to which theſe 
words, | For this is my blood of the new cove- 
nant, which is ſhed for many for the remiſſion of 


\ 


fins] have a relation. It is evident from 


PRoe, II. and III. he did not ſuſtain the 
character of a prieſt, either living or dying; 
conſequently this blood ſhedding belongeth 
not to his true and proper ſacrifice or obla- 
tion, but to a different and diſtinct thing 
The plain and evident ſtate of the caſe ſtood 

thus. 4 | 
As @ prophet, like unto Moſes, he had 
been giving a new ſyſtem of religion, known 
in the prophetic ſtile by the name of a ccve- 
nant, And tho' his miſſion was we.l _— | 
M | ed 
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ed by miracles, the Jewiſb rulers, ' who 
neither reliſhed his ſublime doctrines, nor 
his mean appearance for that high character 
he aſſumed, of the Meſſiah, the ſon of God ; 
all which were diametrically oppoſite to their 
groſs, carnal conceptions and views; entred 
into a combination to take away his life. 
' Jeſus, knowing that he muſt be cut off, but 
not for himſelf, or for any thing criminal in 
him, inſtituted his ſupper, in the proſpect 
and approach thereof; and, on this occaſion, 
he tays, of the cup, For this is my blood, &c. 
The whole paſſage is figurative. The cup 
is put for the vine in the cup, and the wine 
in the cup for his blood, as about to be ſhed 
in confirmation of the covenant. St. Mark 
relates it thus, This is my blood of the new 
* covenant, which is ſhed for many. St. Luke 
thus: This cup is the new covenant in 
blood, which is ſhed for you'. The remiſſion 
: of fins, for which His blood is ſhed, or was 
then about to be ſhed, was the doctrine of re- 
miſſion. I take the matter to be thus; 
What Jeſus had declared to be the will, or co- 
venant of God, he now enjoined his follow- 
ers to conſider, by this fanding memorial of 
his ſufferings, as ſealed, ratified, and ten- 
dered to them in bis blood; and particularly, 
«that great article of everlaſiing forgiveneſs 
, fins, which the old covenant, by Moſes, 


 $;Chap, xiv. 4. Chap. xxii. 20. 
FA a . was 
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was defefive i in. This, ſays he, 7s the new. 


covenant (in oppoſition to the old) in 

blood; in which (and not in that of beofs) [ 
ratify, eſtabliſh, and preſent it unto you; 
which blood you are to confider as ſhed for 
many, for this great and ſingular bleſſing, 
the remiſſion of fins for ever: — more is CUES 
than is expreſſed. 

To lead us back to our main ub ect, 
may be very pertinently ask d, If — 
« did not, ſome how or other, pacify and 
6 appeaſe divine juſtice, nor occafion a mer- 
** citu] diſpoſition in the deity, wberein lieth 
« the virtue and efficacy of that, | which vou 
« call his ſacrifice?” 1 anſwer; the virtue 


and — of Chriſt s ſacrifice lies here, 


— encoura he the aß proach of finners 
unto" him. Thot the ee we preſent- 
ment, of Chriſt be not the cauſe of & merci- 
ful diſpoſition in God; yet it ſeems; to be 
the beſt, if not only mean, whereby that 
diſpolition is clearly and diſtinctly ſeen. 


What a few contemplative men have, with 


much ſtudy, acquired; concerning the pla- 
cability of God, and a future happy exiſtence, 
is removed beyond all doubt, and level to 
the meaneſt 3 by the feſurreckion and 
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84 A Diſcourſe concerning - | 
ghiry of Chriſt. I fay, the glory of Chrift; 
becauſe that includes the character of which 
we are treating. And truly, his ſufferings 
and death, if conſidered {imply as that of an 
innocent being, afford no proſpect of grace 
or mercy in Gad, but rather the contrary : 
or, if it be conſidered only relative to his 
tefiimeny, it will extend no farther than to 
a bare probable proof of its truth. But, when 
we ſee him, after this, crowned with glory 
and honcur, we have a kind of demonſtrative 
evidence, for that love of God to mankind, 
which he taught. Tet Kitts 
As the place, where the high prieſt of- 
fered under the law, ſeems to have given 
virtue and excellency to his miniſtry, rather 
than what he offered; ſo the virtue and ex- 
cellency of Chriſt's miniſtry ſeems to ariſe 
from the place, where he made his offering, 
as well as ſrom the offering be made. Let 
me not be miſapprehended; 1 readily.own. 
it was the greazeſt and beft ſacrifice that could 
ever poſſibly be offered to God; ' and. there- 
fore muſt needs have the greateſt virtue and 
excellency. The worth and virtue thereof 
1s either perſonal, centering in Jeſus alone, 


whoſe offering it was; or relative, with re. 


ſpect to us, on wheſe account it was made: 


in which laſt view it is the mean of aur ſanc 
tification. - And now I mention ſantifica- 
tion, it may be neceſſary to obſerve, that it 
is here to be taken nat ſtrictly for inberent 

ET bolinneſs, 


—— =” wc T7 7; 
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bolineſs, but in a large ſenſe, - for. a fate of 
devotedneſi to God, — ſuppoſes and implies 


remiſſion, or juſtification, on his part, as well 


as denotes the cleaning, purging, purifying, 
&c. of the worſbipper from all defilements: of 


fleſh and ſpirit. _ The fleſh, or body, which, 


by reaſon of its being the ſeat of "fn, and 
abject of diſeaſe and death, ſeem to forbid 
dur acceſs to the holy, immortal God, is puri- 
fied and conſecrated thereto, not by ſprink- 
ling the lixivium made with the aſhes of an 
heifer, but, fhrüugb the offering of.. the body 
of 7 2 Chrif once. Pure water 1 8 or 
rather, faith in à ri zen Feſus, which 
lytes profeſs at baptiſm, ſanQtifies our 
and is a ſufficient. preparation for their prong 
ployment in all the ordinances of divine wor- 
hip. And, as to the mind or ; conſcience, 
fretted wich Gp a clit, 2 with 
N ears, it finds relief, by: applying to 
the blood of ſprinkling,” or in plainer language, 
looking to. Jeſus, who taught and confirmed. 
the doctrine of pardon and eternal life, not 


fat dæun at tbe rigbt band of the throne of. 


God. The virtue, oc aptitude, | of this ſa- 


crifice, as the mean of our ſanRification, 


that, | ſay, ariſeth as well. from the place: 
where it was made, as from the facrifice it- 


ſelf, For ſuch an high prieſt became us, * 
befitted our caſe, who. is boly,. -barmleſs,' un- 


* Heb. x, 22. br dH 
| ; Hh N gf 
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86 A Difeour/e concerning 
defiled, ſeparate from ſinners; and made higher 
than the heavens*; and ſuch à one is hed 
For Chriſt is not entred into the holy places 
made with hands, the figures of the true; but 
into heaven ſelf, now lo appear in the pre- 
ſence of God for us. Accordingly St. Paul 
lays the ſtreſs of our pardon and juſtification 
on this point: He was raiſed for our juftifi- 
cation*. Who-1s be that condemneth? It is 
Chriſt that died, yea rather that is riſen a- 
gain, who is even at the right hand of God, 
who alſo maketh interceſſion for us; If ri 
be not raiſed, ye are yet in your fins*, Tis 
on this ground, that genuine Chriſtians 
raiſe their confidence, and are looking for 
the mercy of God in our _ Feſus Gorefty 
unto eternal life. 4 
Let us then briefly collect and ſtate tlie 
argument Here is the perſon, who publiſn- 
ed the goſpel covenant, of God's 1 to 
ſinful men, -wh6 bore wein to the truth of 
it on earth in blood, raiſed from the deat: 
taken up into heaven, and preſenting bimfelf 
before the throne of God 2 high | add to 
this, the high apptobation and Fall ſatisfae- 
tion of God with his miniſtry,” dechred, in 
that he hath'cauſed him to ſit down at his. 011 
right band! Now, to apply this—If Jeſus 
had been an im poſtor and deceiver of the 
people, and the blood which he ſhed in con- 
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the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt, 87 
firmation of the covenant; had been, as it 
then needs muſt be, an unhboly thing ; is it 
probable, yea is it poſſible, hae God * 
bring him again from the dead, and by; and 
through this blood (the grand motive or con- 
ſideration) . him to appear in the moſt 
exalted ſtation? No; God never could coun- 
tenance ſucb a cheat, and in ſuch a manner. / 
The matter of fact, Chriſt's reſurrection and 
glory, was well atteſted by many credible 
witneſſes, and confirmed by various mira- 
cles, wrought by his apoſtles and diſciples, 
in his name. And the aptitude and force 
of the argument, to purge the conſcience of a 
penttent believer from the fearful apprehen- 
ſions of the juſt demerit of his fins, and bring 
him to that better hope, by which he draws 
nigh unto God, is, and cannot but be, felt 
and experienced by him. This occaſioned 
our author to ſay, inaſmuch as not without an 


_ oath he was made à prieſt. i. e. an oath to 
this effect, thou art a prieft for ever after 


the order of Melchiſedec, which was verified 
in his reſurrection from the dead to an eter- 
nal life; by ſo much was Jeſus made a Jure- 
ty, ſponſor and witneſs of a better *cove- 
nant, which promiſcth everlaſting bleſſings 

to us. This argument, I take to be of 
great importance and uſe, which, if men 
did but well acquaint themſelves with, 


2 Heb. vii. 20, 21, 22. 
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would lead them into the true ſenſe and 
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grace of the goſpel, and enable them to 
read the paciſic character of the deity, in a 
light moſt glorious and encouraging. That 
our author ſuppoſes the believing Hebreus 
no ſtrangers to it, is plain from his vale- 


peace that brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jeſus, that great ſhepherd of the ſheep, 
through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work, to do 
his willi. God would not have appeared 
in ſo endearing a manner, THE Gop oF 
PEACE, if he had not brought Jeſus again 
from the dead. | 

Reaſon, or the light of nature, has, of 
late, been cried up with a view, in ſome, 
if poſſible, to explode revelation, as uſeleſs 
and unneceſſary to mankind. The Gentle- 
men who have employed their talents 
this way, know very well, that a more 
abſtract way of reaſoning is needful to in- 
veſtigate many moral truths, than what 
the bulk of mankind are capable of. How- 
ever, ſuppoſe it to be deducible, from the 
nature and reaſon of things, that God will 
pardon penitent finners. What is the notion 
of pardon ſo deduced ? I will ſuppoſe two 
caſes, © Upon their repentance, a prince 
gives back, to one rebel-convict, his forfeit- 


« Heb, xiii. 20. 
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ed life and eſtate: to another, beſides the 
above, he giveth a ſhare. of the chief honours 
of his court.” To the perſon in the fi 
caſe, his pardon places him where he was, 
antecedent to his crime. And this, I ap- 
prehend, to be the 1H import of pardon 
upon repentance, as it is diſcoverable by the 
light of nature. To this purpoſe faith Se- 
neca, as I find him quoted by my Lord 
Herbert. He that repents of his fins is 
almoſt innocent.” And Ovid, 5 


He ſcarce hath ſinn'd, but reckon'd in- 
nocent, 
© Who of thoſe ſins- doth heartily re- 
pent.“ a As 
And it is natural to ſuppoſe, that God, 
when conſidered as a moral governor, who 
propoſeth the virtue and happineſs of his 
ſubjects as the end of his government, will 
not treat him as an evz/-doer, who, with 
compunction of ſoul, hath changed his evil 
courſe, Accordingly, that noble writer 
faith, © It is evident, that the Heathens 
te eſteemed repentance the univer MF 
e ment or ſacrament of nature. To the 
perſon in the ſecond caſe, pardon 1s an intro- 
duction to a better ſtate than he was in be- 
tore, it being complicated or made up of the 


* Religion of the Gentiles, 
N higheſt 
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higheſt grace of his prince. Now the par- 
don which God exhibits in the goſpel of his 
ſon, is of this kind. In whom, | faith the 
Apoſtle ©, we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, according to the 
RICHES of his grace, which he has 7 
cauſed] t ABouND foward us in all wiſdom 
and prudence. It is evident, the grace of 
the goſpel imports more than an exemption 
from guilt as an obligation to puniſhment, 
even an inheritance * in the glorious liberty of 
the ſons of God; what the whole rational cre- 
ation ſeems defirous of, and to groan * 
after. 

If it be ſaid, that repentance, as it 1s all 
that the creature, inveigled with fin, can 
do, is the proper ground for the divine 
mercy.” I anſwer : Allow it to be ſo; the 
notion of mercy, does not deſtroy, but rather 
ſuppoſe, a power or freedom of choice in 
the Deity, of the mean, inſtrument, or 
agent, by whom his abounding goodneſs 
ſhall be communicated ; and alſo a diſcovery 
of the choice he hath made, or the mean he 
hath appointed to that end. And this con- 
ſolation have we in Chriſt ; Tam come (faith 
he) that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly * : neither is 
there ſalvation in any other ?. Hence ariſeth 
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the reaſon, or fitneſs, of faith toward our 
Lord Jeſus Chrijt, which the goſpel re- 
quireth , as well as repentance toward God. 

Upon the whole: Repentance, tho' it be 
not a hopeleſs ſtate, on the foot of reaſon, 


has been, and, perhaps, will ſtill be, to 


the bulk of mankind, a doubtful one. And 
to be all one's life in doubt and uncer- 
tainty, in a matter ſo important and in- 
tereſting, muſt needs be greatly uncom- 
fortable. But thanks be unto God, for his 
unſpeakable gift ! This ſingle conſideration 
of Chriſt with God; or, to ſpeak conforma- 
ble to the Jewiſb church, our having ſuch an 
high Prieſt, who is ſet on the right hand of 
the throne of the majeſty, in the heavens ; 
gives us a more engaging view of the Deity, 
than was ever exhibited under the /aw, and 
much more than ever was, or can be, GE 
coverable by the light of nature. 

this account then, the . of C tri 


in our hkeneſs, as man, in heaven, as it is 


the mean of repreſenting the Deity kind and 
propitious, in reſpe& to the fins of the 
world, it fitly ſtiled an expiatory, or atoning 
ſacrifice. 

But does not this repreſentation of the 
matter tend to level the miniſtry of Chriſt 
with that of the Jewiſh bigh-prieft ? I an- 


ſwer, _ of no means,” For how mean 


b Chap. xx. 21. 
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92 A Diſcourſe concerning 
and low was the whole proceſs of his mini- 
ſtry, and how faint the repreſentatian of 
God's grace thereby, when compared with 
the miniſtry of Chriſt, in heaven? It was 
only once a year, that the high prieſt entered 
into the holy place, when he offered the 
ſame facrifice he had done the year before: - 
in the repetition of which, as is juſtly obſerved 
by our author, a remembrance of fins is again 
made*: A plain indication of the weakneſs 
and inefficacy of their miniſtry to purge 
effetually the conſcience, and make the 
comers thereunto Perfect. At beſt, it was 
no more than an annual redem tion. 
Whereas Chriſt, who ratified this in his 
blood, that God would be merciful to our ini- 
quities, and remember our fins no more, in 
paſling afte: wards to the throne of Ged, 
where he abideth e hath obtained 
eternal redemption for us* : Hath a com- 
pleat and perfect ab ſol lution, to beſtow on 
the comers to his religion, or on all who 
believe and obey his goſpel : A remiſſion of 
puniſhments affixed to fin, which begins 
in ref and refreſhment in his life,, and 
terminates in a reſtoration from death and 
corruption bo the g/ortous liberty of an im- 


And, as the high prieſt on the great day 
of expiation, did alſo make an atonement for 


Chap. x. 1, 2,3. k ix. 12. ' Matth. xi. 28. 
the 


the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt. 93 
' the holy place, which was probably done, 
by the blood“ being thrown towards both 
ſides of it, in the ſprinkling, that was made 
ſeven or eight times before the mercy: ſeat, 
whereby it was purified and fitted for the 
worſhip of the people: 80 Chriſt our great 
high prieſt, hath purified the heavenly things 
themſelves with his better ſacrifice" ; hath 
fitted and conſecrated, by the offering of 
himſelf there, the bolieſt f all,” tor the Wor- 
ſhip of mankind. Where this man made 
his offering, other men may make theirs. 
Upon this account he is ſaid, not only to 
ſanctiſy them for acceſs, but to open a a/ 
for them, to the throne of God with boldneſs, 
by his blood, and through bis feſb = 
In fine: As the preſentment of Chriſt, in 
our likeneſs, as man, in heaven, is a moral, 
effective mean of repreſenting the Deity 
kind and propitious; how fitly does he bear 
the propitiatory character aſcribed. to the 
miniſtry of the Fewiſh prieſts, as well as 
anſwer it more fully? 


nm Patrick on Levit. xvi. 16. » Heb. ix. 23. 
Chap. x. 19, 20. | 
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IAving a the propitiatory na- 

| ture, we next come to treat of the 
unity, or lingleneſs, of Chriſt's ſacrifice. 
What this Propoſition contains, ſtands di- 
rectl y oppoſed to the reiterated ' ſacrifice of 
the. Jew!/b prieſts; and the truth thereof 
will appear, by + conſidering, briefly, a few 
things, which our author has preſented us 
with, vis. the circumſtances in which it was 
made; the extenſive uſe and deſign of it ; its 

perfect on; and the covenant, upon which it 
16 founded. 

Firſt, If we conſider. the cli cir- 
camſtances, in which this oblation was made, 
a repetition of it will appear highly impro- 
bable and unneceſſary, As what Chriſt of- 
fered, was Himſelf; ſo it was himſelf, in a 
remarkable condition, and accompanied 
with theſe particulars ; to wit, after he had 
lived an obedient, ſinleſs life; ſuffered a 
painful, ignominious death ; and was raiſed 
to everlaſting life. Theſe circumſtances enter 
into the account, and help to make up the 
excellency, moral worth, and value, of his 

ſacrifice; and are eſſential thereto, Now, 
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the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt. 9g 
if it was neceſſary that Chriſt ſhould offer. 
himſelf often, it would be neceſſary he ſhould 
appear often in the world for that purpoſe; 
1. e. be incarnate, and go through a freſh 
courſe of obedience, ſufferings and death, 


in order to qualify himſelf for it. Then muſt 


he often have ſuffered, fince the foundation of 
the world. But this is contrary to fact: For, 
though God purpoſed, from the beginning, 
to fave the world, by Jeſus Chriſt ; Jeſus. 
was not manifeſted in fleſh, or did not ap- 
pear, till the end of the Feuiſb diſpenſation : 
But now. once in the end of the world bath he 
appeared, to put away fin, by the ſacrifice of 
himſelf*. Wherefore, though the Jewiſh 
high prieſt did, at certain periods of time, 
repeat his ſervice, and enter into the boly 
place, every year, with the blood of others ; 
it is not to be expected that Chriſt, who is 
entered into heaven itſelf, now to appear in 
the preſence of God for us, ſhould exactly 
conform to that pattern, and «fer , bimſelf 
often a. 

Secondly, A repetition of Chriſt's ſacri- 
fice appears unneceſſary from its public, ex- 
tenſive uſe, and deſign. He is Lord- Agent 
and Manager in chief of all ſpiritual affairs 
that concern the human unity, and, tho' 
he bear the office and dignity of an high 
prieft, principally in reſpe& to one branch of 


? Heb. ix. 26. 1 verſes 24, 25. 
them, 
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96 _ A Diſcourfe concerning | 
them, al! have equal intereſt in his ſervice, 
In this, he is to be conſidered, le Melebi- 
ſedec, a prieſt at large, over the world, pro- 
perly qualified to Be, all well-difpoſed per- 
ſons. His offering was made, not for ſome 
particular ſins, or the ſins of ſome 8 
perſons only; as the legal ſacrifices were. 
No; Chriſt's miniſtry is not confined to this 
religious ſect, or that conceited party; but 
may extend to all mankind. Whatever 


pride, or a Jewiſß ſpirit, may ſuggeſt, the 


Chriſtian is otherwiſe taught: He 7s the 
propitiation for our fins; and not for ours 
only, but alſo for the fins of the whole world. If 
his miniſtry had been of a more private na- 
ture, limited to ſome fins, and tlie fins of 
ſome perſons only; it might, for ought 1 
know, be neceſſary that he ſhould repeat 
his courſe, as often as thoſe private, particu- 
lar caſes occurred. But, as it was calculated 
for the whole world, and all men have but 
one courſe therein, which is terminated by 
death and judgment, ſo that they return not 
to act over the like again; there is no man- 
ner of reaſon that Chriſt ſhould return to 
act over his courſe. Tis ſufficient that he 
was made in all things like unto his brethren ; 
and, in this reſpect, hath one conrſe of ſaving 
mimiſiry, to anſwer their one courſe of b 


and imperfection. This, I think, is what 


© 1 John 11, 2. 


our 
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our author hinteth, in the following words: 
And, as it is appointed unto men once to die; 
but, aſter this, the judgment, ſo Chriſt was 
once offered to bear the ſins of. many. But, 
leſt the;promiſe of Chriſt, and the expecta- 
tions of Chriſtians grounded thereon, of his 
ſecond advent, ſhould be applied to favour 
the, notion of his offering himſelf agꝛin; tis 
added, and unto them that look for him ſhall. 
he appcar the ſecond time without fin unto 

ſalvation. Tho' he will come again, tis 
not to repeat his courſe, by another ſacrifice 
of himſelf for ſin; but to conſummate the 
happineſs of his followers, in virtue of what 
he has done already. IK 

Again; It is contrary to the perfection of 
Chriſt's offering, already made, to admit of 
any. other. All the ends and uſes, of expia- 
tory, atoning ſacrifices, what they ever had, 
or can have, are anſwered by this one. offer - 
ing. What a lovely idea ariſes; of the ſu- 
preme Majeſty, whilſt we contemplate this 
exalted man, ſtationed: by him, at his own . 
right hand, in the quality and character of 
our, miniſter, ? God appears perfectly well 
diſpoſed to mankind, ./ in permitting one 
in their keneſs, clothed. in a body, to ap- 
proach him fo nearly: Atonement is made 
for, or upon the account of, ſins, whereto 
they have been liable; the exceeding riches 


6 Heb. ix. 17. 28. 
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98 A Diſcourſe concerning 
of. God's grace are exhibited, and peace and 


friendſhip between him and/the benitent be- 
liever is hereby effectually eſtabliſhed, to the 
glory of the one, and conſolation of the 0 
ther. And, if all this be accompliſhed, 'by 
his one courſe, why ſhould Jeſus repeat it and 
offer himſelf afreſh? A repetition deſtroys 
its perfection; ſuppoſes what is done to be 
weak and inefficacious, and ſets the prieſthood 
ot Chriſt upon a level, in this reſpe&, - with 
the levitical. The continual round, Which 
thoſe men went, making atonement year af 
ter year, argued the inſufficiency of the ſer- 
vice to make the comers thereunto perfett. | 
They ſtood from time to time miniſtring and 
offering the ſame ſacrifices ; which ſhews they 
could not finally ablolve and effectually re- 
move all guilt from the conſcience of the 
worſhipper. But this man, after he had of- 


7 ered one ſacriſice for ins, for ever 4 An 


on the right hand of God; from henceforth 
expecting its glorious and happy iſſue. © For, 
by one offering, he hath perfected, for yr, 
them that are ſanttified.” 

In fine ; It is contrary to the tenor of the 
new and everlaſting covenent, upon which 
his miniſtry is founded, that Jeſus ſhould | 
repeat his courſe, ' and offer himſelf again. 
To this the holy Ghoſt | in the ancient prophe- 


tic writings bears witneſs, with our author. 


© Heb. x. 11—15. 
For, 


_ the Prifthood of Jeſus Chris. | 9 


For, 7 that ee who places the 
two covenants ja. oppo poſition and contraſt to 
each. other, hadfaid before, this is the cove- 
nant, that I will make with them after thoſe 
days, : ſaith the Lord; I will put my laws into 
their hearts, and in their minds will] write 
them ; thereby deſcribing the ſpirituality and 
congruity of the do&r:inal and preceptive part 
of the goſpel to the moral nature of man; he 
adds, ſumming up all its privileges in one, 
and their fins and iniquities will I remember 
n more. Now, as our author juſtly infers 
therefrom, where remiſſion of theſe 15, there 
is no more offering for ſin*. Where ever- 
laſting forgiveneſs takes place, | ſacrifices 
muſt ceaſe. *'Tis quite unneceſſary, and al- 
together abſurd to ſuppoſe, that Chriſt, 
whoſe entrance into heaven, and olorious 
ſeſſion at the father's. right-hand, confirmeth 
fuch a remiſſion of fins as this, that they 
ſhall be remembered no more ; ſhould renew 
his courſe and offer himſelf again. It would 
be to countetact the covenant promulgated 
and eſtabliſhed by him; to undo what he 
hath already 15 as well as to do efreſo 
what he 1 done already. 

have endeavoured to follow our anthic* 5 
argument in proof of this propeſition, on 
which a good deal of ſtreſs is laid, in ſeve- 
ral parts of his epitle. And tis a point of 


» Heb, x. 15-19. | 
great 
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great advantage, in Chriſt's prieſthood, over 
the Aaronical, that he effected at onte, 
what they of that order by their continual 
miniſtry, could not do. By bim, all that 
believe are juſtified, from all things, « fron 
which they could not be juſtified by the law of 


* * "\S. 


Ci-j 


ProeosITION VI. 


Jeſus Chriſt by being and appearing as a man, 
in heaven, is the proper advocate and inter- 
ceſſor for mankind with God, _ 


HE Jewiſb high-prieſtly office has 
always been ſuppoſed to conſiſt of 

tuo parts, viz. to offer ſacrifice, and to in- 
tercede for the people: both which branches 
of duty, are performed by Jeſus Chrift. When, 
where and how he executed the former; we 
have above ſeen: how he diſchargeth the 
latter is here ſuggeſted ; to wit, by being and 
appearing as a Man, in heaven, Let me 
here obſerve this difference; that, as his ſa- 
crifice, or tender, made of "himſelf, to God 
is repreſented as one tranfient act; his in- 
terceſſion is conſidered as a perpetual work, 
or what he ever and continually dotn. 
But what is meant by interceſſion ? 80 


* Acts xiii. 39, | 
rator 


the Priefihood of Jeſus Chriſt. 191 


wt wa 4a 


tator”,, who hath conſidered i it in. all places 
where” we Hife in the new Teſtament\: and 
who hath my p ticular thanks for his great 


| ſervite t0 the c ürch,) “ the Word 25 
*© ſiphifies, "to ett and treat” TOTS 


4 ber: 
n either for, 'or anainſt another. And 
_ may * fy in "general to 7 egotiate, ma- 
nage, r tranſat? an affair on the behalf 
ir of dchers; ; not only ly by interceſfon, intrea- 
ty ot ſupplication'! in their favour, but i in 
any other Way, as the caſe may require“ 
This being 1 the" ſenſe of the word, the in- 
terceſſion* of Chriſt may be conſidered, cither 
in that large ſenſe, 'as ſuited to his general 
character, of Tard. rent ; or, in a more 
reſtrained ſenſe, as it ſuits his particular and 
ſpecial character, of Bigb- rig. The lat- 
ter concerns ns af Velen. _ 
Whatever &aculations' the Jewiſh highs | 
prieſt” offered to God, at the time of his 
preſenting and ſprinkling of the Blood in the 
moſt Holy place, (as ſome undoubtedly every 
7 prieſt did on ſuch a ſolemn occa- 
ſion,) as there was no ſet form. of prayer 
preſcribed, nor any injunction laid on 
im, fo pray and Rs the' People; the 
notion of his a#vocareſhip muſt. ariſe 80 0 
fomething elſe. ' In like manner, when 
Jeſus is conſidered as advocate and Intercef- 
for, = muſt not Unagine. it to ariſe from 


Taylor on Rom. Note Chap. viii. 27. 
| | any 
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FFF 
God for us; that would be to derogate from 
his ſacrifice, whareby he hath. obtained eter- 
nal redemptian far us; and from the cove- 
nant, upon which his miniſtry is founded; 
and is quite incompatible with, his glorious 
advancement and ſtation; all power both in 
heaven and earth being given unto him, and 
he appointed to fit at the father's right-hand. 
'Tis true, in the days f his fleſh, when he 
was compaſſed about with infirmities, he 


I up prayers and ſupplicatiens, with 


rang ing and tears, unto, him that was 
able to ſave him from death; nor do we pre- 
ſume to fay that his high exaltation _ 
all things forbideth any. pious and filial ad- 
dreſs from him to his father; for it is ma- 
nifeft that be is excepted which did put all 
things under him. All, we pretend to ſay, 
is, that as our advocate and interceſſor, we 
muſt not groſsly conceive him as a bumble 


 faator, ſupplicant, or pleader, according ta 


e common acceptation of the terme. 

As the high-prieſt, in appearing, by God's 
appointment, to make an atonement, on 
behalf of the Jewiſh church ; and bearing 
the names of the tribes, for a memorial, before 


bim, became reſpected as an interceſſor; ſo 


Jeſus, by entering into heaven properly qua- 
lified to tranſact for others, and there appear- 


„ Heb, v. 7. . 1 Cor. xv. 27. 
ing, 


0-05 HM Www C0 2 -. 


as 


| the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt. 103 
ing, as @ man, in the een. comes 
directly under the ſame fayourable and.friend= 
ly character. His deep abaſement, in fa- 

ing hold of the nature of, man, and the ſuf- 
ferings he underwent: for their ſakes, is 2 
ſtrong argument of his being well affected 
to the intereſts of mankind, and, his having 
their cauſe. at heart, in the court of heaven, 
For this reaſon, He is fitly recommended. as 
« merciful ond faithful bigh-prief ;* oe, 
that can be touched with te ring of our in- 
firmities; he having paſſed the, ſame ſtage. 
and courſe. of things; and was in all paints 
tempted like as we are, yet without fin*. His 
qualifications, influence, and ability for ſo. - 
kind an office, are indiſputable. Ve ſee Je- 


ſus, who was made a little lower than the an- 


gels, for the ſuffering of death, crowned with 
glory and honour, on purpoſe that he, by 
the grace of God, having taſted of death. 
for every man, might be qualified to purſue, 
the ends of it, and effectually fave all that 
come unto Gad by him; which he is able 
evermore to do, ſeeing be ever liveth to male 
interceſſion for tbemè. 17 

The advocatefoip of Chriſt, in this par- 
ticular view. of it, chiefly relates to perſons. 
under a ſenſe of the guilt of fin. As he came 
on earth to call ſinners to repentance, he li- 
veth in heaven to diſpenſe pardon, and ad- 


* Heb. ii, 17. Chap. iv. rg, © Clap- ii. 5 
Vii. 25, 1 


miniſter 
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miniſter conſolation, to Tuch as obey. fie 
call. And, as 4 pork honeſt” and 
ious diff oſition, © (eſpecially anion minors. 
; ſuch as St. Jen calls 5 chit 
dren) may, poſſibly fall into fin, through! 5 
norance, or infirmity of the fle, to his great 
diſquiet; in that caſe, bis office of Jeſus is des 
ſigned for relief, which it cannotfailof afford- 
ing both as it is fotndedon the covenant of grace 
which promiſeth pardon; and, as Jeſus holds it 
byvirtue of his having been 4 | partaker of fleſh. 
and blood, whereby he is diſpoſed to com-. 
paſſionate the ignorant, and them that are ,out. 
of the way*. As for wilful, habitual lin 
ners, I do not know they have any concern 
with Chriſt, in this ſpecial capacity. What. 
St. John ſays, F any man fin we have an 4d. 
vocate with the father, muſt undoubtedly 
be taken in a re/*rained ſenſe, and be appli-⸗ 
cable only to Chriſtians, when they fail in 
their duty, through their own weakneſs and 
the force of temptation. And I do not know 
but the Apoſtle, | in deſcribin I advocate 
with this epithet, Feſins 571 the righteous, - 
may not only intimate the ſucceſs, which..is 
like to attend him, but what fort of cauſe, 


we may expect him to undertake, He is 


Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, or juft ; is to be 
conſider'd as ſuch now in heaven, as well as 
that he «vas ſuch when on earth. This our 
author likewiſe puts the Hebrews in mind ph 


1 Heb. v. 2. 1 John. ii. 8. 


I by 


the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt. 10 5 
by _— the properties of Chriſt to 


s them: For ſuch an high prieſt became us, 
who is holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate 
| from finners, He is all this "bw; and there- 
5 fore will not, or rather cannot, be brought 
- to defend the cauſe of fin, nor wilful, habi- 
it. tual finmers. 

4 How Jeſus maketh interceſſion, we have 
— already ſo far hinted, as to remove the no- 
< tion of his being à ſollicitor. It is to be un- 
1 derſtood in a moral ſenſe. Jeſus is all that to 
hh. a penitent believer, which his caſe requireth, 
1— or ſeemeth to him to require. 80 great is 


the love of Chriſt, and his concern to ſave 
a loſt world, that, together with his ſtation 
at the Father's right hand, in power and 
glory, he appears fully poſſeſſed of all the 
qualities and furniture of a moſt prevailing 
advocate, So that virtually he maketh in- 
terceflion ; and even his blood, which he 
ſhed on earth, in confirmation of the cove- 
nant, called therefore the blood of ſprinkling, 
even that, I ſay, (he being now in heaven, 
by, and through it,) ſpeaketh in behalf of the 
humble worſhipper of God, thro' him, I 
may add, that in a moral way, as much ſa- 
tisfaction is derived to the worſhipper, if not 
more, from this contemplation of Chriſt, 
than from any the moſt powerful pleadings, 
and ſuafive oratory, he could ſuppoſe, to be 
uttered in his behalf. 

P Thus 


| 
| 
= 
| 
= 


LITE gar xi. 
_— 


x 


3:3 198 - . od 
PEE RESET IT SERENE : 
: „ TX : 2 ; 
9 CSETE 
e — 


— ©. Fer 
— 
— 


4 
" 
15 
at 
= 
. 
: 
þy 
4 
* 


— 


+ wn „ I 4 ©4 
"$- = £4 reel 


a> <- <_—- — 4 — 
—— — - => 


2 r 33 
— 3 wn ny : 


_— 


22 
—— 
> 2 — 
—— — —-— . — — 


8 


— os 
& ws 


3 


— 


— 


o + T ＋ x 2 
* A CY $ — >. * a pn 2 2 we 
' — — — 2 * * - * I 
© & PIC .. 8 0 53 2 — : - 
os - pc : L * 
— — * — 2 
925 * r * A C p .K - . 
2 : * 1 i415. i * I 


I 
— — 


* 
3 5 
32 


. 


. — 


= * 

| — — — . 
„ 4 - © — 
— 1 23 


„ 


— 
2 


— 
— —_ 


VE SES: 


„ ———— 
w_ 


1 


106 - A Dijcourſe concerning 


| Thus far we have diſcourſed of the prieft- 
hood of Chriſt, his ſacrifice and interceſſion, 
as directly accommodated to the Fewſh Chri- 


ſtians: And, becauſe it here iſſues and termi- 


nates in that more grand and eſſential cha- 
racter, which he ſuſtains, - as Lord and head 
over all things to the church, as compoſed af 
Gentiles as well as Jews; it will be no un- 
neceſſary digreſſion to take a little notice 
thereof. f | 
In this point of view, Jeſus is ſole Lord- 
mediator, Tis well known that the uſe of 
mediators, or agents, between God and men, 


had the countenance and ſanction of the moſt 


reputable ect among Jeus and Gentiles. 
The former, beſides their prieſt-mediators, 
had Moſes and Angels: the latter had their 
Lords many; many demons and heroes, by 
whoſe intervention all intercourſe, corre- 
ſpondence and communications were ſup- 

oſed to be carried on between the ſupreme 
328 and ſinful mortals; * it being (they 
{© ſuppoſed) a debaſing of the divine nature to 
* think we could converſe with him without 
ce them.“. n Was 

The time, when Jeſus took on him the 
mediatorial character, was at his baptiſm, 
and firſt preaching the goſpel ; before he was 


. ordained a prieſt: I ſay, he was mediator 


before he was prieſt: for, tho' every 
prieſt be a mediator, every mediator is 


f 1 Car. vii. 5, #® Whitby on Col. ii. 
I not 


- tle Prieftbeed of Jeſus Chriſt, 167 
, not ,a prieſt. This I defire may be 
F noted, in order that we do not confound 
4 and jumble things together, which are in 
7 themſelves ſepatate and diſtinct. And, as 
0 Jeſus took upon him the mediatorial cha- 
f racter, when he entred on his prophetic mi- 


| niſtry, and publiſhed the new covenant ; he 
2 after wards roſe in that character, being, by 
| his exaltation to the Father's right hand, with 
: ( teſpect to the Fes, a mediator ſuperior to 
I Angels, to Moſes, and to their High pr teſt 5 
1, and, with reſpect to both Jes and Gentiles, 
ſt the one Lord. agent and only medi aton between 
s God and men. The church is compleat, 
85 fill d and perfected, with every kind and ſa- 
2 lutary work and office, neceſſary to its wor- 
Y ſhip. of, and communion with, God, in 
7 him, who is the head of all principality and 
by power, He is above all lord-agenits and 
* prieſt- mediators, that ever were, by divine, 
2 or human appointment, regarded in the 
tO world; angels, authorities, and powers being 
at made ſubiect unto him", God hath employed 
6 upon 5 who believe, the working of the might 


him at his own right hand, in the heavenly 
＋ offices, or places, Which were occupied and 
** filled vy dignitaries of one kind ànd another, 
Is for above all ' principality, and power, and 

might, and dominion, and every name that 1s 
ot = > 1 Pet. iu. 32, 


P 2 named, 
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named, not only in this world, but alſo in 
that which is to come ; and hath put all things 
under his feet, and gave him to be the bead 
over all things to the n which is his body, 
the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all. 

Jeſus is the only mediator, the prince and 
patron, Lord-agent and advocate, in the 
court of heaven, for the family of mankind. 
His elevation to the father's right hand both 
proves, and preſents, him to us, as ſuch. : 
and, if unprejudiced reaſon can ſay nothing 
againſt the fitneſs, and. decency, of finners 
being made acquainted with, or approach- 
ivg, God, by means of ſome third perſon , 
it cannot object to the honour, which is 
here done to Jeſus Chriſt, who really. bath 
merited the place and ſtation. We are un- 
der infinite obligations to him: be hath loved 
us, and waſhed us from our fins by his blood ; 
and bath made us kings and prieſts ta God and 
his father, and is worthy to receive glory 
and dominion over us for ever and ever. 
His juriſdiction over us is founded in right 
of purchaſe : we are redeemed from 2 vain 
converſation, or the idolatrous life of our 
forefathers, to the pure and ſpiritual worſhip 
of God, nat with corruptible things as filuer 
and gold, wherewith ſlaves were wont to be 
freed ; but with the * blood: of Chrift, 
which, tho” ſpilt as baſe, or as the blood of 


i Eph. 1.19. „Rev. i. 5, 6. 
a capital 
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. capital offender, was, nevertheleſs, as that 
a lamb without blemiſb' and without ſpet\, 

d he hath obtained it of God, his Father, 
as a reward of his moſt perfect obedience 
and exalted virtue. He had. a. glory with the 
Father before the world was, in reſpe& of 
which, tho' © he was in the form of Gad, 
© yet he was not greedy of being honoured 
* as God, but (on the contrary) W 

« emptied himſelf of his — and took 
. the form of a ſervant, and was 
— the likeneſs of men: aud being found 
faſhion as @ man, be bumbled himſelf and 
bc obedient to death, even the death of the 
. Wherefore Gad all hath highly exalted 

= in that habit and faſhion, and given bim 
a name which is above every name; that, at 
the name of Feſus, every knee ſhould bow, of 
offices in heaven, and offices. in earth, and 
offices under the earth ; and that every tongue 
ſhould confeſs that eſus. Chrift i ts PET to the 
glory of God the Father®. 

of ſole Lord- 33 is the fix'd; 
A 4 of Jeſus Chriſt, tis a pecu- 
liar eſſential point in the chriſtian religion 
to own and duly acknowledge him therein. 
God: hath conſtituted him the mean, inſtru- 
ment, and agent; in, h and through whom, 
he will convey pardon and eternal life to fin- 
fut mortals ; neither is there  Jatvation i in any 


Nin M6 
_ other, 


c 
1 2 
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other. This was what Jeſus himſelf taught; 
J am the way, the truth, and the life; no 
man cometh to the Father but by me. Verih, 
verily I ſay unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall aſe 
the Father in my name, be will give it you ". 
And, upon this ground, it is, that the 
church doeh all in the name H the Lord Fe- 


as, giving thanks unto God and [who 1s] the 


Father by him“. 

When I fay, the church doth all in the 
name of the Lord Feſus ; 1 muſt be under- 
ſtood as excluding the idolatrous church of 
Rome, who really exclude themſelves, in 
that they do not all, nor perhaps a tenth part 
of their devotional exercifes, in this name; 


2 
but in the name, or names, of ſome he, or 


Jhe-ſaint., ' It is ſtrange and ſhocking that 


any ſhould pretend to take their religion 
from Jeſus Chriſt, who came to deſtroy the 
abſurd, wild ſcheme. of pagan theo, 2 
ſtuffed with gods many, i. e. many cele- 
ſtial ſovereign gods, in heaven: And lords 
many, i. e. many baalim, or lords-agents, and 
preſidents over earthly things; and to eſta- 
bliſh the truth of one ſovereign God, the 
Father, of whom are all things, and to whom, 
as ſupreme, we are to direct all our ſervices : 
And but one Lord. Agent, i. e. Himfelf, 


Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all things that 


John xiv. 6. xvi. 23. o Col. wm, 17, 7 Lock, 
I Gar. viii, Sect. IV. Note (e). | 


come 
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come from the Father to us, and by whom 
alone we find acceſs to the Father: I ay, it 
is ſtrange and ſhocking that any ſhould pre- 
tend to take their — from Jeſas Chriſt; 
when this ſelf-ſame religion of theirs is little 
better than the rankeſt ſuperſtition and ido- 
latry of the heathens. Tis true, there is a 
a change of names; inſtead of thoſe the ba- 
gans ſtiled gods and goddeſſes, this church 
hath its ſaints, patrons, and patroneſſes. 
0 Whether they retain this practice, thro' a 
voluntary humility and affectation of great 
piety and devotion, or any other pretence, 
tis a groſs and moſt ſcandalous corruption of 
Chriſtianity, a defection from, and a bold 
invaſion of the rights of, Chriſt, How are 
Angels, who are fu ppoſed to be a different 
Jpecres of beings, qualified to repreſent mem? 
And what capacities have the /patriarchs 
and apoſtles, the bleſſed virgin and other 
female "gh to be our agents, who are 
themſelves under the power and dominion 
of death, till the reſurrection? But, where 
ignorance is the mother of devotion, theie 
mediators ſwarm, and great is their furni- 
ture. They have, it ſeems, different ta- 
lents, and are fit patrons, one for the foot h- 
ach, another for infſammations; this for the 
ague, that for the plague, &c. &c. And 
their litanies are a mere bead roll, a long te- 
dious liſt of ſaints, /wo hundred and thirty, 
and upwards, being ! in one pſalter (that w.s 
printed 
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printed at London, anno. 1503.) invoked by 
name, with 4 pray for us. The chriſtian 
ſcheme diſavows and condemns this extra- 
vagance !; and, as it is fimple, in this re- 
ſpect, like the object of its worſhip, which 
is but one; ſo is it ſalutary. We are not at 
a loſs to ſeek a proper patron in heaven, to 
repreſent out grievances, if any think their 
caſe to require it ; and are happily prevented 
from imploring the interceſſion and aid of 
unqualified, unknown beings, The exalted 
man, Chriſt Jeſus, 1s the only perſon con- 
ſtituted by the Father, and who hath all the 
opportunity, power, and virtue, that can 
be thought requiſite for diſcharging fo kind 
an office. No deficiency, in point of friendly 
mediatorial offices for ſinners, can be ob- 
jeted to the goſpel ſcheme. As in the 
whole of it God hath abounded towards us 
in all wiſdom and prudence, this part in par- 
ticular appears to be calculated, not only to 
preſerve a due decorum in our addrefles to 
God, and, by way of reward, to our Saviour, 
but to prevent us from deſpair on one hand, 
and being too ſuperſtitious on the other: If 
any man fin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, But as an enlargement on this 
head is befide my purpoſe, I ſhall cloſe my 
diſcourſe on the Prieſthood of Jefus Chriſt 
with the following general Remarks, by way 
of inference, 
; 4 Col. ii. 18, 19. | 
REMARK 
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From what has been ſaid under Prop. II, 
III. it appears, That the claim of a" ſhare of 
Chrift”s priefibvod in any fe of men tis egre- 
giouſly abſurd. The office is appropriate 
to, and ſolely reſides in, the perſon of Chriſt, 
in heaven; bo if a prieſt for ever after the 
order of Melebi ſedec. He is really and truly 
what Melchiſedec was, figuratively and in 
appearance, à ſon 'of God, an immortal 
Prieft;"one, who ever lives to diſcharge the 
functions of his office himſelf, without ad- 
mitting any competitors, or ſucceſſors, as 
the levitical prieſthood did. If the ſeveral 
competitors and claimants to Chriſt's prieſt= 
hood could produce the fingle qualification, 
of immortality, and 'ſhew that they were 
without father, without mother, without de- 
ſcent, having neither beginning of days nor end 
of fe ;; we might, with ſome ſhew of reaſon, 
admit them to be prieſts, after the order of 
Melchiſedec; many of them of the Romi/h 
church having, perhaps, as much temporal 
. and as large a revenue, as that Royal 
rieſt was poſſeſſed of. I ſay, if they had that 
one qualification, i. e. did, like the immortal 
race, abidecontinually, they might be admitted 
to be, what they affect to call themſelves *, 


2 , Diflin&ions of ſacrifice, p. 75. 
* 2 Melchi- 
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Melchi ſedecian Prieſts; and, in this quality, 
they might receive tithes, offer bread and 
wine (of their own, as Melchiſedec did) and 
bleſs the world. But they could not, even 
then, be prieſts of Chriſts order. Jeſus 


Chriſt never received titbes, nor did he, as 


a prieſt, offer bread and wine. He did not 


enter into this high office, till his reſur- 


rection from the dead: For, avhen he-was 
on earth he was not a prieſt : and, if he were 
now on earth, he ſhould not be a prieſt ; his 
ſervice belonging to, and being no where 
performed but in, the heavenly ſanctuary. 
How abſurd is it, then, to talk, that the 
< prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt is one, divided 
* among many prieſts, who partake of his 
ce power, and who exerciſe, in nis name, the 
<« functions of his miniſtry That the prieſt- 
e hood of Jeſus Chriſt is exerciſed, in the 
* church, by men, legally ordained and 
* conſecrated. That they partake of the 
e royal prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt; they 
* exerciſe his prieſthood and his power *.” I 
ſay, how abſurd, if not downright. ſtupid 
and arrogant, is this claim? If Jeſus him- 
ſelf was not qualified for this prieſthood, 
when on earth, how are theſe men qualified 
for it? And, ſince he himſelf ſbould not be a 


: pr zeft, if he were now on earth, how is it 


poſſible that they ſhould: be, what even he 


* Calmet. Art, PRI. 
| himſelf 
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himſelf cannot be ? If be himſelf cannot here 
exerciſe his prieſtly functions, ſuppoſing him 
preſent; how can they exerciſe thoſe fun- 
ions, in his name? Have they his prieſt- 
hood and power, where himſelf has it not? 
His miniſtry belongs to the heavenly ſunctuary, 
the true beet : wherefote, if ever they 
are e of pattaking of his- royal prieſt- 
roi cory ang the powers a kc 
they muſt be firſt | tranſlated" to heaven, 
where, 1 doubt not, they will ſoon drop 
their pretenſions.” 

Tis true, tho' the office is Muth 
fixed, in the perſon of Chriſt; and he, in 
che exerciſe of i it, is-liinited to God's pre- 
ſence , glory, in heaven, the effects of his 
miniſtry are of great extent. He is High 
Prieſt over the houſe of God; and, wherever 
the goſpel comes, all men may, if they will, 
receive the advantages of hisſervice,” Among 
many, that might be enumerated, this is not 
the leaſt; namely, an entire abolitiin of that 
ſcheme of laws, whereby an order of preefthood 


was eſtabliſhed among men. For the priefttood 
being changed, from the tribe of Levi to 


our Lord, who ſprang out of Judah, and is 
a: prieſt- of quite different circumſtances, 


ths is made of neceſſity a change 4 10 of the 
law *;': Wherefore, * is no longer a 


priefibood of divine” right, veſted in ably one 


1 Heb. vij, 12, 13. 
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ſet of men. Since the inſtallment of Jeſus 
and his one offering, there: remarneth no more 
ſacrifice for fin ; and, where there is no ſa- 
crifice to offer, there can be no prieſt want 
ing: His more excellent; miniſtry hath for 
ever rendered the order. among men uſeleſs 
and unneceſſary. For there is verily:@ diſ- 
anulling of the commandment, which: eſta» 
bliſhed prieſthood on earth, for the aveaſneſs 
and unprofitableneſs thereaf And, as the 
the order is aboliſhed, ſo the law relating to 
the maintenance of the order is aboliſhed 
with it. The ſupport of this aer Was a 
prodigious expence to the pe The 
common Levites, with their 1 
paſtures and gardens, and the fiche of all the 
corn, fruit; and cattle throughout Iſrael, 
had a larger inheritance than any — 
poſſeſſed. And, as for that family, in 
which the prieſthood was ſettled, “ ſuch 
* an ample. proviſion was; made for them, 
** that, without any ſhare in the land, "their 
« portion was, far. richer. than that of any 
* other perſons whatſoeyer. As they had 
« yearly the firſt fruits of the whole country, 
te which Was at leaſt the fxtieth part of the 
e fruits it produced, and the ory part of 
e the tithe given to the Levites, and all 
te free- will offerings, together with the mo- 


** ney, which aroſe. out of perſons;a0d 


v Heb. vii. 18, * Bp. Patrick on Numb. xvii. 20. 
0 * things 
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tt things, devoted unto God; and all the 
** firſtlings of cos, ſheep and goats, and 
**.the\ redemption- money for the: firſtlings 
** of ſuch creatures as were unclean; 80 
* they, had-all che meat-offerings, [offerings 
** for ſin and treſpaſs· oſſerings, together 
with the breaſt and ſhoulder. of all peace: 
5* offerings, andi the ſkins, of all burnt- offer - 
e ings ; and the loaves: made of the ſirſt 
* dough, and the ſhew-bread; and (as Jo- 
< ſephus and others expound Heut. xviii. 3.) 
a conſiderable part of every beaſt, that 
te was killed, for private uſe; Which, if well 
cc „ oighedr, there will appear a vaſt diffe- 
rende between the prieſts and the reſt of 
* the people. For tha firſt Fruits' ALONE, 
1221 they were not the fxtieth, part of the 
eee the country, might ſeem ſuffi» 


© Gent ally if the firſtlings be added; 
15 the price net being the rtieth part of 
te the people, - no, nor the hundredth b 


* learned men, have. computedG. Not 
was this. peculiar. to the Prieſthood, eſta- 
bliſhed by the law of Moſes; for, <* among 
< all-the nations, the prieſthood was ſo ho- 
_ */nourable and elevated;/a ſtation, and at 
1 — _ time by 3 _ ys bo 
looked upon, People Wun 10 
+. ſort of jealduſly; and very deſervedly. 
Jesus, when be gſcended on ligb, abo⸗ 


+7; Galmet: Art. PRE, + + 1; 
» YR 3 liſhed 
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liſhed all enſlaving orders and ordinances, 
be led captivity captive ; and, like a victo- 
rious prince, in his triumph, gave gift#'wnto 
nen; to wit, apoſtles, prophets; evange- 
lifts, 20 a and — to the end a fa- 
cred ſociety athered;- under him- 
ſelf, the 2 2 El who might mi- 
niſter to — other, in truth and love, as 
members of the ſame body, fitly jor ned toge- 
ther, and compacted, by that which wry 
Joint fupplieth*. e 
As for apoſtles, prophets, at evangeliſt, 

thoſe ae bade long ſince ceasd in the 
church, and paſtors and teuehers only re- 
main. Theſe, I apptehend, are otherwiſe 
called biſhops and Preſbyters; of ond office 
both, but differing in degree. What that 
office is, 'we learn from our author. The) 
watch for fouls, as they that mit give ac- 
count. A very different employment 108, 
to that of ſerving the tabernacle; or being 
duſied in external ceremonies, forms nd 
modes of worſhip.” The 496 57 ders, that of 

5; and that of biſbeps or vverſeers, are 
a blutely diſtinct; and it is'pity that any 
language (ſhould / be perverted 400 as to be 
capable of giving, by one term, "two diffe- 
rent, diſtin& ideas, This, however, among 
ſober proteſtants, is the caſe” with the term, 
prieſt, when appropriated to the national 


z Eph. iv. 816, * Heb; i. 17. 
| g clergy 5 
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clergy; they meaning no more by it than 
pre * or elder; whereas ſome. high 
church=men, together with the papiſls, retain 
it in the original ſenſe, as expreſſive of. ſa- 
crifice and mediation. Theſe elders, or ſpi- 
ritual guides, have a monitorial auth 
over their flocks in the Lord, and are to be 

High efteemed i in proportion to their work 
and labour *, and to be ſupported therein. 
For, though the burdenſome law of tithes, 
firſt amy &c. is no longer divine, the law 
of reaſon, which is the chriſtian law, is of 
perpetual obligation, and this dictateth to us 
Sins the workman is worthy = bys' meat, and 
the labourer of bis reward. Even fo hath 
the Lord ordained, that dey: aohich preach 
the See ſhould live of the goſpels. To 
compel any, indeed, to maintain iale 
drones, and contribute to the ſupport of 
miniſters, whoſe labours neither they nor 
the public do enjoy, is a grievance not to be 
laid at Chriſt's door. 

'Tis true, there is a cbriſtian priefthood, 
but not like that under the law, confined to 
one tribe and ſet of men. T his i is the com- 
mon privilege of all Chriſtians, who enjoy - 
every advantage of a motal and divine na- 
ture, which belonged to the Jewiſh prieſt- 
hood. They are the clergy, a kingdom of 


d 23 5 . © Matth. x. 10. 1 Tim. v. 18. 


4 1 Cor. ix 
| prieſts, 
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iets, an boy nation, 4 peculiar people, 10 
— ſpiritual jacrifices ali God. 
by Jeſus Cbriſt. The chriſtian. people, or 
ee the whole body of the church (faith a 
ceommentator-.* of great learning and in- 
tegrity) * which, in later ages, have been 
* called the laity, by the Apoſtles, were 
ct ſtiled the clergy. For, in the ſacred writ- 
« ings, the biſhops, presbyters. and deacons 
te are never once called, the prieſtbood, the 
te church, or the clergy : —But the ſcriptures 
te apply theſe: names to Chri/trans in general, 
“ and without diſtinction.— For they are all 
* the Lord's portion, and the lot of his inhe- 
ct ritance. They, one and all; belong to 
the elder houſe, the church of the fi- born, 
which are enrolled in heaven; are of neareſt 
acceſs to God, and need not the intervention 
and aſſiſtance of another order to render 
their worſhip acceptable ; to ſprinkle, and 
purify, and bleſs, and abſolve them. 


Remark II. 


When the death of Chrift is called a Sacri- 
fice, it is to be underſtood in a lax, popular 


ſenſe ; and not to be reſtrained to bis prieſt- 


hood, and taken as his proper, atoning ſacri- 


fice. The reader may ſee the ground of this 


- * See Dr. Benſen's Notes on 1 Pet, ii. 5—9. Chap. v. 3. 


f Heb. xii. 23. 
remark 
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remark under Prop. II. Corol. II. Prop. III, 
IV. Corol. II, III. I ſhall only here briefly 
ſuggeſt That, as Jeſus was not ordained a 
prieſt, i. e. a ſacrificer (for that is the ſingle 
notion of the term prieſt, applied to him) 
till his reſurrection from the dead; 'tis im- 
pothble his death ſhould be hzs ſacrifice, or 
the true, proper, ſpecial oblation, which it 
was neceflary he ſhould offer to God in that 
capacity, or character.— Again; As the ſa- 
crifice of Chriſt was but one, and once made; 
if his death was that facrifice, this abſurdity. 
follows, That he was a ſacrificer, when he 
was no prieſt; and, when he was a prieſt, he: 
was no ſacrificer; or, in other words, he 
was a prieſt and no prieſt. — Again; As the 
miniſtry of Chriſt's prieſthood is limited to 
heaven, where it was of neceſſity he ſhould 
fer; his death muſt moſt evidently 
be excluded from that, which is properly 
and emphatically called his ſacrifice. Theſe 
hints areſo plain that the truth of the above re- 
mark muft, and in fair conſequence cannot but, 

be admitted, to wit, when the death of Chriſt is 
called a ſacrifice, it is to be underſtood in a lax, 
popular ſenſe, by way of metaphor and figure 
only; and is not to be reſtrained to his priefi- 
hood,” and taken as his proper, atoning ſacri- 
fe. To illuſtrate this. —For inſtance. A 
generous donation is called a ſacrifice. - To do 
good and communicate, which is part of the 
chriſtian ſervice, are ſuch ſacrifices 'wwith 
1 R which 
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122 A. Diſcourſe concerning 

which God is well leaſedti. So St. Pauli was 
himſelf ready to be offered, or poured forth, 
as a libation, pon Z ſacrifice and ſervice of 
the faith. And of this was Jeſus the great 
exampler and pattern, who loved us and gave 
himſelf for us, an offering and a lecrifc fo 
God, for a ſweet ſmelling ſavour'. As Jeſus 
freely ſubmitted to the will of his father, in 
the death he was to ſuffer, and herein diſco- 
vered the greateſt oenerolity and ſelf-denial, 
in order to promote an univerſal good, the 
faving a loſt world ; he may be faid, ina 
large and popular ſenſe, to ſacrifice bis life, 
to his own. and his father's love of mankind : 
but then, in this ſenſe, the term ſacrifice, 
may as well be applied to his undertaking, 
in general, as to this particular part of it. 
He made a facrifice of himſelf, of his glory, 
reputation, and comfort of lite, to ſave fin- 
RK... 

Again; The cruel and barbarous death of 
an innocent perſon is commonly called a ſa- 
crifice. So faith an hiſtorian, ſpeaking of the 
Lord Ruſſel, the general opinion then 

Was, and ſtill is, that this unfortunate no- 
ee bleman fell a acrifice to the revenge of 
* the king and the duke.” So we may ſay 
of Jeſus; ** his death was a ſacrifice to the 
* rage and malice of a wicked e 
*©ſet tof people.” 


Keb. xi. 16, 2 Phil, ii. 17. Erh. v. 2.  Rapin. 
5 Now, 


the Priefthood of Jeſus Chriſt, 123 
Now, tho? all the circumſtances in both 
inſtances, as voluntary ſubmiſſion, generaus 
ſelf⸗denial, and innocence ſuffering a cruel 
and barbarous death, entred into the caſe 
before us; yet they are not ſufficient to prove 
che death of Chriſt was his proper, ſpecial 
facrifice, Tho' no man could take away bis 
life, had he been otherwiſe diſpoſed ; and 
therefore he 7reely ſubmitted to lay it down 
of .bimſelf *; he was not active li paſſive 
in death. Neither did he die, in the quality 
of a prieſt ; but (if what himſelf bath fajd 
is to be credited) | in that of a Paſtor and 
Shepherd”, by devouring wolves, in defence 
of his ſheep. The facrifice, we are at pte- 
ſent concerned with, is, that which was 
-made-and executed by Chriſt himſelf, as 4 
prieft ; what was properly and eminently his, 
or in which be was tbe Jaap This could 
not be his death; for he was no migiſter 
therein, but wholly quieſcent and paſſive.— 
The Fe wiſh rulers and the Roman governour 
and ſoldiers acted the prieſt. 

In this fame ſenſe of the word, ſacriſice, 
is that of-St. Paul to the Corinthians, to be 
taken. For even Chriſt our  paſſover is 
facrificed for u. The ſacrifice of the Lord's 
paſſover, in the primary ſenſe and applicati- 
on of the terms, ſeemeth to belong only to 
that part of the fervice, which conſiſted in 


bk John x. 18. ! verſe 11—16. n x Cor. v. 7. 
R 2 the 


124 A Diſcourſe concerning 

the ſprinkling of the blood, and not to the 
W killing of the lamb, ſee Exod. xii, 22—28. 
* And 'tis plain, from the context, that St. 
13 Paul, in repreſenting Chri/?, as the chriſtians 
paſchal lamb, has his eye ſolely to the Killing 
of the lamb, in order to the holy feaſt, upon 


5 its leſh, with unleavened bread ; and not to 
I the ſprinkling of the blood, which was the 
. firſt notion of it, as a ſacrifice, Wherefore, 
Me if the term /acrificed, had been here avoided 
Þ by our tranſlators, and the marginal read- 


ing had took place, Chri/t aur paſſover is 
ain for us; the ſentiments of the Apoſtle, 
* T apprehend, would have been as well ex- 
preſs'd. But, be that as it will: if Chriſt 
in his death was a ſacrifice for us; as his 
death was no part of his prieſtly ſervice, it 
cannot poſſibly be reſtrained thereto, or paſs 
for a ſacrifice, in any other, than the ſame 
figurative ſenſe, in which he 1s our paſchal 
lamb : i. e. as his death affordeth us a perpe- 
tual, holy feſtival. 
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N ben Chriſt ſuffered death upon the croſs, 
be did not there make, © by his one oblation of 
* himſelf once hy a full, perfect, and 
« ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation, and ſatisfac- 


tion. for the ſins of the whole world.” For, 


a Conſecration Prayer. 


* 


the Prieſihcod of Jeſus Chriſt, 125 
if he had, what is the reaſon that he muſt of 
neceſſity have ſomewhat alſo to offer in heaven? 
Beſides ; if Chriſt muſt firſt offer himſelf on 

the croſs, and then in heaven; when he was 
liable t death, and when he was not liable 
todeath : what isthisbut 7400 offerings, inſtead 
of one oblation of bumſelf once offered? The 
plain truth is, as above taken notice of ; the 
death of Jeſus is improperly called his facri- 
fice. - 'T was rather a Jeuiſb facrifice, a ſa- 
crifice of their making, than his: A ſacri- 
fice, in which was filled up the meaſure of 
the ſins of that diſſolute people, rather than 
by which atonement and ſatisfaction was 
made, for the ſins of the whole world. 
That which is emphatically called Chriſt's 
ſacrifice, of his own ſpecial work and office, 
whereto our ſanctification and abſolution is 
aſeribed, was made in heaven. 


REMARK IV. 


Mat rite, which was ordai od to be 4 
memorial of the death o Chriſt, was not or- 
dai ned to be a memorial of bis jacrifice. This 
is plain and evident: The ſupper was inſti- 
tuted in memory of Chriſt's death; and if 
his death was not his ſacrifice, it was not 
inſtituted in memory of his facrifice. It was 
in, memory of him once preſent ; not in 
memory of any after tranſaction to be 
formed by him in his abſence. If the p. 
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126 A Diſcourſe concerning 

per be a commemoration of a ſacrifice, tis 
only of a nominal and figurative one; not 
of that grand ſacrifice, which was Chriſt's 
actively confidered in his ſacerdotal capacity. 
Wherefore, to call the Lord's table an altar, 
and partaking of the Euchariſt, ſeaſting upon 
his ſacrifice, is highly improper and unwar- 
rantable. Ele; 

Tis true, our Author tells the Hebrews, 
wwe have an altar, whereof they have no right 
to eat, which ſerve the tabernacle*, But, if it 
be difficult to know what he here means, by 
altar (as is generally allowed,) it would ren- 
der the context and ſcope of his argument 
more difficult, if not abſurd, to apply that 
term to the Lord's table. Let us ſuppoſe he 
means, by it, the Croſs of Chriſt, as learned 
men have conjectured ; the Lord's table 
cannot, even in a ſecondary ſenſe, bear the 
epithet of an alfar, that not coming in the 
place of the cro/s, whereon Chriſt ſuffered, 
but in the place of the fable, upon which 
the raelites did eat the paſchal ſupperꝰ. 

We might, perhaps, get ſome light into 
this obſcure paflage, if by altar, we under- 
ſtand the ſervice performed by a pri: a 
ſenſe of the word, that ſeems to have ſome 
countenance from Lam. ii. 7. and other 
places of ſcripture, It is certain that, ifb- 
out the camp, and within the vail, the two 


Chap. xiii. 10. ? See Plain Account, p. 4757 


_ the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt. 127 
places mentioned by our author, and which 
he makes to anſwer, the one, to the place 
where Jeſus /ufered; the other, to the 
place where he miniſtreth as a prieft, no al- 
tar was erected. | Let us take a view, then, 
of his argument Be. not carried about with 
divers and firange doctrines: for it is a. good. 
thing that the heart be eſtabliſhed with grace, 
not with meats, which have not profited them 
that have been occupied therein. - We baue an 
altar, &c. g. d. We chriſtians have ſuch 
a ſervice e by Jeſus our high prieſt, 
in which meats (about which ſome make an 
undue ſtir among you) have no concern. , The 
grace, or favour, of God, refulting from 
this ſer vice to us, is what you are to partici- 
pate of, and be eſtabliſhed in. And that 
this his ſervice excepteth meats, is apparent, 
from the levitical law itſelf; for that or- 
dained that the bodies of thoſe beaſis, whoſe. 
blood is brought into the ſanftuary, by the 
high prieſt for fin, ſhould be burnt without the 
camp, and not be eaten of. Wherefore Feſus. 
alſo, that be might anſwer the end of thoſe. 
great expiatory ſacrifices, and ſanctiſy the: 
people with bis own. blood, by bringing of it 
into the true tabernacle, as I have already 
mentioned, firſt /uffered in his body, with- 
out the gate ; and conſequently left no room. 
for us to expect any meats to avail under his 
diſpenſation. Let us, therefore, go forth unto 
him, without the camp; (where there 8 no- 

n ing 
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thing to be eaten; but all is conſumed that 
was for meats, in other ſacrifices) bearing 
his reproach. For here, under this legal ait. 
penſation, we have no continuing city, no 
place to abide in, long, where any facrifi- 
ces ſhall be offered; but we ſeek one to come, 
under Chriſt. By him, therefore, who is 
the high prieſt of our profeſſion, let us, in- 
ſtead of regarding meats, offer the ſacrifice” 
of praiſe to God continual. PE that 15, not the 
fruits of the earth and firſtlings of the flock 
and herd, but, the fruit of our lips, giving 
thanks to bis name. But, when I fay this, T 
J do not mean that this is all; for 20 do good 
and communicate forget not; for with ſuch 
ſacrifices, God always was, and always will 
be, well phaſed. 2 Whether this, or ſome-. 
ching like it, be not the true ſcope of our 
author's argument, is benden to better 
judements. 1 
If we underſtand this text in a literal ele, 

and allow of a proper altar in the chriſtian 
church; by juſt conſequence,” © we muſt 

1 have a ſacrifice, and prieſts to offer that 

ce ſacrifice.” And no wonder, the Melthi-: 
ſedecian priefts, who are greatly intereſted}. 
herein, are concerned to have it ſo under- 
ſtood. © I pray you, Reader, (ſays one of 
them, ) to Lak notice, that the apoltle; by 
er eating off, or from the chriſtian altar, 

«© means eating orally (i. e. with the mouth) 

A. a material ſacrifice : becauſe; he ſays, the 
- Jeu 
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the Prietbood of Jeſus Chriſt. 129 
* Fews had no right to eat of the chriſtian 
* altar; becaufe, by their own law, they 
© wete not to eat of a ſin-offering. If he 
* means an oral eating (i. e. with the mouth) 
* in the one caſe, manifeſt it is, that he 
* muſt mean the fame, in the other: but 
* we have no facrifice, in the chriſtian 
church, that can be eaten orally (i. e. with 
te the mouth) but the ſacrifice of the Euchg- 
© jt alone, the ſacrifice of bread and wine, 
„ &c.* Had this writer prayed his Reader 
to have blotted out the foregoing verſe (be 
not carried about with diverſe and ſirange 
doctrines; for it is a good thing that the 
heart be eftabliſhed with grace, not with 
meats, to be eaten orally (i. e. with the 
mouth) which have not profited them, that 
have been occupied therein :) before he had 
attempted to give him (what he calls) his 
e plain conſtruction of tte text, he would 
have gained one conſiderable point.— But, 
even then, I would ask, in the pet ſon of 4 
Hebrew, you fay, the chriſtian ſacrifice of 
the Euchariſt is a fin-offering, a propitia- 
* tory oblation, to procure pardon, by vir- 
* tue of the grand ſacrifice: How can you 
pretend that your gofþel was typified, in our 
law; when that expreſsly forbid any part of 
a ſin- offering, whoſe blood is brought into 
the holy place to reconcile withal, to be 


' 4 Sacrament of the Altar, p. 59. Lev. vi. 30. 
road 8 eaten? 
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130 A Diſcourſe concerning 
eaten? Wherefore did Feſus, in conformity 
(you ſay) to our law, of burning, without 
the camp, the bodies of thoſe beaſts, whoſe 
blood was brought into the ſanctuary, for 
ſin, ſuffer without the gate, if you have'a 
right to eat and feaſt on bis fin-offering ? 
The burning without the camp, in our pro- 
pitiatory ſacrifices, which you call the zype, 
was preſcribed, that it might not be eaten 
of: yours, to anſwer as antitype, ſuffered 
without the gate, but to be eaten of ; what 
is this but a type and no type, likeneſs and 
no likeneſs ?——But, to clear this paſſage 
of all obſcurity, the judicious reader will 
pleaſe to obſerve (1.) That (as I intimated 
above) there was no literal altar to be uſed, 
in the grand expiatory facrifices for the prieſt 
and people. The bodies, without the 
camp, were conſumed upon the ground. 
Lev. iv. 12. xvi. 27. and the blood, within 
the vail, was ſprinkled, before the mercy 
ſeat, on the g There was no altar 
erected in either place, or requiſite to the 
ſervice. (2.) If Chriſt conformed to this 
pattern, as it appears by our author he did, 
no literal, proper altar was uſed, or to be 
uſed, in his ſervice; neither was there any 
thing material, not even his croſs, whereon 
he ſuffered, that anſwered to a material, 


proper altar; much leſs can his fable. (3.) 


Our author does not ſay, that we chriſtians, 
who have this altar, have a right to cat of 


it: 


the Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt, 131 
it: but that they, the Jewiſh prieſts, who 
might and did eat of many facrifices under 
the law, even they (much leſs. the church 
in general) had no Tight to eat of ſuch a 
facrifice, as this of ours is. If I ſhould fay, 
e We. chriſtians have a ſervice, which 
<« prieſts have no right to deprave; no 
ſenſible man would conclude, that we have 
a right to depraye it. —On the whole, this 
text, inſtead of affording any ſupport to the 
doctrine of a ſacrifice and altar, in the 
Lord's ſupper, is, conſidered in its conne- 
ction, plainly and fully againſt it. Ve have 
no feaſts upon ſacrifices : If this be a reproach, 
let us bear it well, conſidering whoſe it is, 
namely, the reproach of Chriſt. 

Tis no difficult matter, to account for 
thoſe uſurpations, in the chriſtian church, 
which conſtitute, as it is called, a ſpiritual 
hierarchy. After the death of the Apoſtles, 
grievous wolves ſoon appeared; and, as they 
ſaw the chriſtian priefibood was the common 
privilege of all chriſtians, who were truly, 
in a peculiar and emphatical ſenſe, God's 
heritage, or clergy ; their firſt attempt was 
to monopolize it to themſelves : But, as the 
common right was too glaring to be totally 
ſupprefled, they had an expedient for a 
compromiſe ; and which they are ſtill ready 
to propoſe, on all occaſions of difference 
and diſpute ; and it runs to this effect: 
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132 A Diſcourſe concerning 
All good chriſtians ſhall be allowed, in a 
Fe „ Arg ſenſe, to be /acrificers,: and fo far 
© prieſts unto God; provided they allow us, 
wy ups and precbyters, who are commiſ- 
&« fioned officers and ambaſſadors in ordinary, 
* to be prieſts in the peculiar and emphatt- 
* cal ſenſe.” i. e. We agree you ſhall be 
conſidered as levites, if you will be content 
and let us be High- -priefts. This expedient 
has ſucceeded with the bulk of Chriſtians ; 
for who would reject a propoſal made by 
commiſſioned officers, and ambaſſadors in er- 
dinary, of Jeſus Chriſt ?—And as MYSTERY 
(the firſt inſcription in that great city, or 
fociety, which St. John faw, in his apoca- 


 bypſe, to ride) is very prolific 1 in inventions; 


theſe eminent prieſts muſt, in the next place, 
of courſe, have the tithes for their po tion; 
and an altar, and a facrifice, for their mi- 
niſtry. The Jeuiſb law, tho' abrogated, 
afforded them a pretext for the former; the 
death of Chriſt, and his ſupper in memory 
of it, a colbur for the latter. His death 
was, therefore, called his ſacrifice; what he 
firſt offered, in a body manner, on the 
croſs ; and what they continue to offer, in 
an unblecdy manner, by bread and wine, at 


the Lord's table; which they thatefiors 


term an altar. To keep them in counte- 


nance, as oft as need requires, Melcbiſegec 1 is 


* See Diftindions of Sacrifice p. 86, 87. 
| intro- 
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introduced, offering bread and wine to Abra- 
ham; but, unlucky for them, neither the 
Jewiſh hiſtorian, nor the author to the He- 

rews, is in their ſecret. The former re- 
lates it thus: And Meichiſedec, king of Sa- 
lem, brought forth bread and wine. Upon 
which a very learned and worthy * prelate of 
the church. of England commenteth thus: 
* This he did, as a Ning, not as a Prieſt ; 
* for it was not an a& of religion, but of 
* hoſpitality.— I think the plain ſenſe is, 
* that he treated Abraham and his followers, 
* by cauſing Proviſions to be brought forth, 
ce for their refreſhment, after the fight. For 
e bread" and wine comprehend all ſort of 
* proviſion for their repaſt : As to eat bread 
« with another, in this book, is to feaff 
ce with him, xliii. 25. And thus Tertul- 
« lian, it is certain, underſtood it; who 
« faith expreſsly, he brought them forth to 
ce Abraham; and offered them to him, not 
* to God. And Epiphanius obſerves that 
the word in the Greek is not be offered, 
te but brought out. So it ſeems his copy had 
Ane al that Melchiſedec did, on record, 
as a prieſt, is, that he bleſſed Abram and his 
God, and received of him the tithes of the 
1 J. What kind of ſacrifices he was wont 
to offer, whether the ſame, or different from 
thoſe of other prieſts in the patriarchal age, 


AT F Patrick on Gen, xiv. 18. 
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we know not. And, as for the author to 
the Hebrews, who profeſſedly treateth of 
Chriſt's prieſthood, and obſerves him in it 
to be after the ſimilitude of Melchiſedec ; he, 
I fay, takes no notice of this action of his, 
of bringing forth bread and wine ; which it 
is not probable he would have omitted, had 
it been his proper offering, and a figuration 
of the myſteries of Cbriſt's ſacrifice, How- 
ever, notwithſtanding the profound ſilence 
both in the Old and New 7 eftament, of what 
this eminent perſon was wont to offer to 
God, many of the fathers of the church 
have found it out ; as doubtleſs they would 
have found, who Melchiſedec's father was, 
had it been of equal uſe. I fay, many fa- 
thers of the church have, it ſeems, found, 
that © He ſacrificed no victims of fleſh, or 
ce blood; but he dedicated a ſacrament, in 
* bread and wine, in the fimple and pure 
te ſacrifice of Chriſt.” And, from hence, 
we have one celebrated diſtinction of ſacrifice, 
to wit, the Melchiſedecian ; towards a right 
conception of which, the' clergy of Middle- 
ſex were aſſiſted, by the late learned Arch- 
deacon", in his viftation charge, If the 
[rev pores}! oh be what they would 
have it, and #nfinitely preferable to all the 


ſacrifices of Aaron; I hope the Melchiſede- 


cian divines will allow that the church of 


vide Dr. Waterland's Diſtinctions of Sacrifice. 
| Salem 
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Salem was infinitely better provided for, than 
the Fewſh church ; as © Melchiſedec feaſted 
ce himſelf, and them, directly upon the 
* grand ſacrifice itſelf ;*” and not as Aaron 
did, under the dark cover of a legal ex- 
e piation, which but remotely and obſcurely 
e pointed to it.” The poſtulatum, I ask, is 
natural, and will make ſpecial divinity. 
Laln the church of Rome, no wonder, they 
call the: Lord's table, an altar”; ſeeing. they 
profeſs to believe that, by the conſeer ation of 
the prieſt, the bread and wine is converted 
into the real body and blood of Chriſt, and is, 
by him, offered, as an expiation for all the 
fon of the world. How enormous is this 
faith, and how defamatory of. Chriſt's 
prieſthood ! I beg leave here to obſerve, that 
one main prop of that vaſt ſuperſtr ructure of 
abſurdity, ſuperſtition, and prieficraft, which 
we ſee raiſed in that church, is this, to wit, 
that the croſs-ſacrifice (as it is called) is the 
proper ſacrifice of Feſus Chrift, Taking this 
for granted, then the ſupper was inſtituted 
to be a memorial, or a true and full repre- 
ſentation, or image, of the ſacrifice of the 
croſs :— Then the ſeat of the elements, that 
7s, of the body and blood of Chriſt, that i is, 
of the grand ſacrifice, is an altar : Then he, 
wy officiates at this altar, is a prieſt Then 
prieſts of the new law: partake of the 
| | prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt ; they exer- 
wp his 9 = his power :—Then 
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136 A Diſcourſe concerning 
they need only pronounce a few words, and 
bread is no longer bread, nor wine, wine; 
but both are tranſubſftantiated into the very 
body and blood of Chriſt :— Then they have the 
channels of ſupernatural graces in their 
cuſtody, and are men of finite importance: 
—Then he, who will not reverence a prieſt, 
is a ſchiſmatick, a heretick, and thall be 
damned]! Thus error begetteth error, and 
one abſurdity ſupporteth another; till blaſphe- 
mous fables and dangerous deceits, curſed ambi- 
tion and a diabolical ſpirit, impudently ſtruts 
on earth, under the ſacred name of the prieft- 
bood of Teſis Chrift ; who, God knows, in 
this office, is Hol V, HARMLESS, UNDEFIT- 
LED, SEPARATE FROM SINNERS, AND 
MADE HIGHER THAN THE HEAVENS. 
But there are ſome uſes of a practical na- 
ture, which may be made, of this Diſ- 
courſe, with which I ſhall conclude. | 
Firſt, We may learn hence fo eſteem the 
true chriſtian ſcheme, as infinitely preferable 
to the law of Moſes, and to any ſcheme of re- 
ligion in the world, in point of its high 
prieſthood. Let us conſider how great this 
man 1s, who executeth this office; and, in 
whoſe perſon alone, it is immutably fixed. 


. He is one, far ſurpaſſing Aaron and all the 


Jevitical tribe ; greater than Melchiſedec, to 
whom the patriarch, Abraham, payed tithes; 
yea, above Angels, he being, in a diſtin- 
guiſhed, peculiar ſenſe, the ſon of God, 25 


tle Prietboed of Jeſus Chriſt, 135 


of all things, by whom alſo he made the 
worlds : the brightneſs of bis Father's glory, 
the expreſs image of his Father's perſon, who 
upholdeth all things by his Father's power. 
This, this is the Apoſtle, who firſt inſtituted, 
and is now become the High Prieſt of our 
profeſſion, —Let us confider the place of his 
miniſtry, He is a prieſt, Poſes into heaven 
for us, to the throne of the Majeſty on 
high, whereto he hath opened a way for 
our worſhip, without turning our bodies to 
the eaſt, or paying any deference to altars, 
tabernacles, temples, and ſtately edifices, 
made with hands. Let us conſider his mi- 
niſtry, and the ects of it. He was faith- 
ful to him that appointed him, and. duly 
diſcharged his office; doing that, by his 
one, living, ſelf-ſacrifice, which all the bloody 
facrifices in the world could not procure. 
He faves or ſanctifies, not in part, but per- 
fefly and to the uttermoſt; not for a finite 
duration, but for ever: And he ever liveth 
to ſecure a holy freedom to his church and 
people. Let us conſider, that he diſcharges 
the functions of this office for us freely: 
'Tis the heavenly gift, and obedience to 
him will entitle us to all its benefits, with- | 
out money and without price. The thou 
ſands of rams, and ten thouſands of rivers of 
oil, and even human ſacrifices, that have 
been offered by prieſts in other religions, at 
the expence of the people, are here abſo- 
lately. excluded and forbidden. Bleſſed be 
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God for Jeſus Chriſt !_The Jeuiſb reli- 
gion did not more excel the old pagan, than 
itſelf is excelled by the chriſtian. Tho" the 
Jews had great advantages, and ground of 
hope toward God, by their prieſthood ; the 
proportion it bears to what we have by Chriſt, 
is, not that of an image, or copy, to an ori- 
ginal, but that of a ſhadow to a ſubſtance. 
Secondly, We may learn hence the obliga- 
tions to gratitude and duty, which chriſtians 
lie under, to Feſus Chriſt. His dignity coſt 
him dear. He had a glory with the Father 


before the world was, and emptied himſelf 
of it; went thro' a tedious and painful ex- 


erciſe in fleſh and blood, and endured a 
great fight of afflictions, from principalities, 


and powers, and ſpiritual wickednefles in 


high places; before he could make a ſpoil 
of them, and take the prieſthood to himſelf. 
For the joy, that was ſet before him, in ar- 


riving at this ſaving office, to be the finiſher, 


as he was the author of our faith, he endured 
the eroſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is now ſat 


don at the right hand of the throne of Gd; 


having made reconciliation and obtained 
eternal redemption for us. By him it is, 
we have acceſs into this grace, wherein we 


Rand, as children of God, and rejoice in 


hope of a ſuitable glory. | 
Thirdh, Let us be excited ſteadily to adbere 


10 Jeſus, and to purſue the advantages of Þ1s 


ry. Seeing that we have a great High 


the Prieftheod of Jeſus Chriſt, $39 
the ſon of God, let us bold faſt our proſeſſion, 
and oppoſe all men on earth, who dare en- 
croach on his prerogatives, or vainly pretend, 


with their ſacrifices, benedictions and abſolu- 


tions, to exerciſe his prieſthood and his 
power. Having therefore, brethren, bold- 
neſs to enter into the holieſt, by faith 
in the blood of Teſus ;—a liberty given to 
every one of us who are chriſtians to per- 
form ſacred ſervice, in the divine preſence ; 
by a new and living way, which he hath con- 
ſecrated for us, through the veil; within 
which the TJew:ſþ high prieſt alone was 
allowed to worſhip ; that is to ſay, a way 


to the immediate preſence of God, new made 


for us, by his fleſh, of which he partook, in 
common with us; and by his obedience and 
ſufferings in which, he is ſeated at his Fa- 
ther's right hand : And having in him an 
high prieſt over the houſe of God; let us draw 
near with a true heart, in full aſſurance 0 
faith, having our hearts ſprinkled trom an 


evil conſcience, and our bodies wvaſhed with 
pure water. Let us employ no proxy, to 
tranſact our ſpiritual intereſts ; but come, 


ourſelves, boldly to the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need. Let our ſacrifice be, an 
imitation and copy of that which Jeſus 
offered, a living, ſelf-ſacrifice : duch is beſt 
expreſſive of true piety, and moſt accepta- 
ble to the God and father of all rational be- 


- ings. Therefore leaving the rudiments of the 
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doctrine of the prieſthood of Chriſt, which 
were (like as mil is ſuited to babes) adapted 
to the Jewiſb noviciate- ſtate, let us go on un- 
to perfection, and conform ourſelves entirely 
to that ſervice within the vail. I beſeech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye preſent your bodies à living ſacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which 1s your rea- 


ſonable ſervice. 


In fine, Hence let us learn to guard our 
ſelves againſt any defleftion, or apoſtaſy, from 
the chriſtian religion. Tis an heavenly 
calling ; a profeſſion, that does unſpeakable 
honour to the human nature. The high 
prieſt of this religion appears in the preſence 
of God for us. To a true and upright heart 
let us join a firm and well grounded perſua- 
ſion of his reſurrection and glory; that full 
aſſurance of faith, which is abſolutely re- 
quiſite to our receiving the benefits of his 
miniſtry, or to the having our Bodies and 
minds purified for communion with our ſu- 
preme Father and God. Jeſus has not only 
opened a free paſſage for our filzal addreſſes 
to the throne of divine Majeſty now, but as 
our forerunner is for us entred to prepare a 
= for our perſonal reception ; that, where 
be is, we maybe alſo, Let us then hold faſt 
the profeſſion of our faith without wavering ; 


for he is faithful that promiſed—Let thoſe be 


aſhamed of Chriſtianity, who make it a baſe. 


r * Rom, xil. 1. 


ſecular 
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fecular intereſt, a worldly kingdom; or who 
take the idle conceits of men for Chriſt's 
goſpel, and the tricks of prieſts for bis mini- 
{try : We have not ſo learned Chrift.---A ſet 
of abſurd doctrines and cunningly deviſed fa-- 
bles, invented and ſupported by weak or 
crafty men, under the guiſe of chriſtian my- 
ſteries, may have a run with the commonal- 
ty, and occaſion the truth to be lighted, 
diſeſteemed, and evil ſpoken of: or the 
wild enthufiaſm, ſuperſtition, bigottry, and 
immoralities of Chriſtians, may bring the 
profeſſion into contempt, with extravagantly 
nice people : but men, who have their ſenſes 
rightly exerciſed, will diſtinguiſh things, and 
{corn to renounce their allegiance to Jeſus, 
much leſs to /tbel his revelation upon account 
thereof. Shall the prevalence of fraud and 
impoſture turn us from the truth ? The abuſe 
of Chriſt's name, induce us to diſreliſh and 
reject his goſpel ? Innovations in his worſhip, 
occaſion us to deny and renounce what 1s 
pure, primitive, and apoſtolical ? Let us not 
forſake the aſſembling of our ſelves together, as 
the manner of ſome is, The omiſſion of pub- 
lic and ſocial duties, among Chriſtians, has 
an ill aſpe& and tendency.---Let us conſider, 
to how deplorable a ſtate and condition a 
defection from Chriſt and his goſpel leadeth 
men, There remaineth no more ſacrifice for 
fins; but a certain fearful looking for of judg- 
ment, and fiery indignation, which ſhall de- 
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142 A Diſcourſe concerning 

vour the adverſaries”, This, tis true, was 
ſpoken of thoſe of the Hebrews, who 
after embracing the chriſtian faith, apoſta- 
ti2ed therefrom. Upon the received princi- 
ples of theſe men, God at ſundry times, 
and in divers manners, fþake unto the fathers 
by the prophets; and had given to their na- 
tion, in particular, a ſyſtem of laws by Mo- 


ſes : So that they could not be prejudiced 


againſt revelation in general, as a thing im- 

ſible and abſurd, *'T was well known to 
them that he, awho deſpiſed Moſes's law, died 
without mercy; and therefore 'twas fitly re- 
commended to their conſideration, of - how 
much ſorer puniſhment he ſhould be thought 
worthy, who trode under foot the ſon of God, 


treated him in a baſe contemptuous manner, 


and who counted the blood of the covenant 
wherewith he was ſanctiſſied, abſolved from 
ſin, and fitted to worſhip God acceptably, 
an unholy thing, common blood, or, what 
is worſe, the blood of a Haſphemer and im- 
poſtor; and who did defpite unto the ſpirit of 


grace, oppoſing its feimony to the truth of 
the goſpel, by prophecy and miracles, with 


envy and malice. Their crime is of an enor- 
mous nature, and their puniſhment will be 


in proportion. 


But there are ſome, who perhaps may 
not come under the name of apoſtates, as ha- 
ving never acknowledged the baptiſinal en- 
gagemept; and yet cannot be diſtinguiſhed 

| y Heb. x. 2630, 


from 
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from the above reflection. Our age can pro- 
duce thoſe, that openly treat the ſon of God 
with indignity, who even ridicule that ſa- 
cred character of his, and count his ſuffer- 
ingsand death the juſt demerit of his preten- 
fions to it ; and who oppoſe the gracious ſpirit 


of God, that witneſſeth to the truth of the 


chriſtian ſeheme, and runs through the 
whole. Whether ſuch will be perſuaded, 
or not, their caſe is deplorable. Gareakith: 
ble doctrines, impoſition, and prieſtcraft, let 
them oppoſe : but, in oppoſing Chriſt and 
his ininiſtry, they oppoſe the only means, 
which God hath, or ever will ordain, to con- 
vey pardon and eternal life to them. There- 


fore it 8 at their greateſt peril and hazard, 


that they . Wereile es the ſon of God a- 
freſh, 2 put him to open ſhame ; or approve 
of, and, as it were, act over the very part, 
which the P bariſees, the Saducees, the 


Prieſts, and the Jewiſh rabble ated. There 


remaineth no more ſacrifice for fins. —Chriſt 


will never repeat his courſe, They muſt either 


ſubmit to, believe, and obey, his goſpel; or, 


in the dark, uncomfortable ſtate of nature 
and guilt, periſh like the beaſts, 2 it hνë any 
rational, well grounded bope of pardon er 


. 1ſues in life and immortality. 


After this melancholy reflegtion, I can not 
=uppreſs one pleaſure, which ariſes to m 
mind from the conſideration that theſe, men 

are {cat . their per ſons and properties under + 
the Wile nd good 9 of our Sove- 
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is dad, without the infliction * fues and 


The high-prieſt of our profeſſion wariteth + 
no force from civil powers to ſupport „ 
miniſtry. If any will trample upon, and 
offer indignity to, this character be ſon of 


venant baſe and unholy; and in ſpite of the 
internal and external evidences of the truth *: 
of the chriftian religion, will treat it with 
contempt and buffoonry ; we muſt, after: the 
example of our 4 tot > Hebrews, leave 
— 4 him who 1 ce be- 
eth unto me, I ui. recompenſe, irh tür 
ey: and | again, the Lo e dee K. 4 
people. It is a fearfwll thi . 10 you into the « 

| Bands of the living Gt. ge 
Other things might be taken notice of; 
Auch as the grounds of thoſe "Yiſſentions"that- 
are among Proteſtants, * Toncerning:- the 
Poieſt hood $a acriſce Chriſtin The grant - 
i Bit 2 . moderation, louꝭ amd 
charity. among themſelves ;-' andthe The ; all 
Which the judicious reader will collect bim. 1 
elf. 1 cloſe with faying, chat, from 
3 vriont of ths rie b Tous Chriſt, 
[2088 devil has. played”: more engines, wore 
* Ienker ' ſucceſs, Againſt ther ſprendo oft the 
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